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_ Covernment of India,
Ministry of Education,
New Delhi, the 8th July 1949,

Dear,- m &
You are perhaps aware of the intention of the
dovernment of Ipdia to establish a National Cultural
Trust to foster and develop the art and culture of
the country. Unfortunately owing to financial
difficulties, the establishment of the Trust has been
postponed. The Ministry of Education, however, propose
to call three Conferences, one for Literature, another
for Fine Arts, and the third for Music, Drama and Dance,
within The course of this year to explore the possi=-
bilities of organising and stimulating cultural activi=
ties in the country.

24 It has been decided to convene the Conference
on Art on the 29th and 30th August 1949 at Calcutta
and the Government of India are pleased to invite
you to participate in the deliberations of the Conference.
Your travelling and daily expenses will be paid by the
Government at the rates given below:-
%
(1) 1% first class fares for rall journey
(*payable only to outstation members) .

(2) Daily allowance as for Class I officers of
the Government. of India.

3. T am enclosing herewith the agenda on subjects
proposed to be discussed at the Conference. Kindly let me
know the items in which you are interested and in the
discussion of which you would like to participates -If
you have any other suggestions to make with regard to the
agenda, I shall be glad if you will kindly let us have
them immediately.

4, It has been suggested that it would be desirable
to consider the possibility of establishing a central
organisation for co-ordinating art activities in the
country  (inecluding teaching). If you so wish you may
communicate your views so that they may be brought before
the Conference. .

5. Since the arrangements for the Conference have
to be finalised very soon, you are requested to kindly
inform us immediately whe%her you will be able to accept
this invitation. If so, will you kindly state your
requirements for accommodation etc. in the forms attached,
one copy of which may be forwarded to the Secretary,
Education Department, West Bengal Government, who will make
all the arrangements for the Conference, and the other
copy may be sent to tids Ministry for information.

Yours sincerely,
?'h-YC: )

P.N.Kirpa
Deputy Secretarye.




ART CONFERENCE --Calcutta, 29th & 30th August, 1949.

Name of Member.
Address

Do you require the West Bengal
Government to arrange for your
accommodation? If so, please
mention your choice in regard
to hotel accommodation.

The date of your arrival in
Calcutta and the date of your
departure.

If you are making your own
arrangements, kindly furnish
your address at Calcutta with
telephone number, if possible.

State particulars of reserva-
tion required for the return
journey.

)

Are you a Vegetarian or a
non-Vegetarian?

Would you like to visit
Santiniketan during the week

of the Conference ?

It may be possible, subject

to the concurrence of the
Visva-Bharati authorities, to
organise the visit to thaé

place of a selected group at
their own expense. The.proposed
visit will take at least .48 hours
and it can be arranged either
before or after the Conference.
Kindly state which days will be
most convenient for you.

Signature

Date

Secretary, . ‘
Ministry of Education,
Government of India,
NEW_DELHI .




Proposed Agenda for the Art Conference
to be held at €Calcutfa on ‘the '29th and
e === =30Fh August.

The following subjects may be discussed :

Traditional Indian Art in relation to modern
developments.,

The role of art in general education:

(i) Art-teaching in general schools
(ii) at the University stage.

rlace @& art in

(a) Industry; and
(b) Commerce.
Art Schools and their syllabuses.

Ways and means of promoting social education
through art.

The place of museums and art galleries in
education.

The desirability of establishing a Central
Institute ofi Art,

The formation of.a Central Organlsatlon to
co-ordinate art. activities.

Any other item 'gpproved by the Conference.
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(e) To co-operate with the ﬂsﬂrnod societle
in order to encourszge snd expand the cultural
now performed by them.

(f) To publish suitable popular literatre on cultural
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holding onferences.,

(h) To orgenise Archaeological and other cultural missions
to foreicn countries and senerally develon and extend existing
cultural contacts between Tndiz and other countries.
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Chairman of the Tnter-University %onvd
agident of thp National Tnvu*+ﬂtv of BSciences.
siﬁonf & the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal.
dent of fhm V’: o %nMrti.
Tnn ﬂnmbnrq to be nom1nnt°d b the Govermment of India
ineluding renresentatives of Musecums, Libraries, etc.
five of whom will renresent® the Princinal Cultural
elements in the Indian States,

16-26 ,Eleven members to be nOM1n"ted by the 1l Provincizl
Governments who shall be persons eminent in the
cultural life of t’V‘f‘ countrye.

97-30,0ne member to be nominated by the Council of Shkate
and thfee members by the Central Legislative Assembly.

21-33,.Three members to be nonminated by the All- India -
Federation of Chambers of Commerce.

. The Director General Archaeology in Indis
Da The Director of Archives.

36, The Director of Anthropological Survey of India.

z2n . A% Bleven members to penresent the nronosed Academies
flve to be elected by the Academy of Letters and three
each by the Academies of Arts and Music.

The Trustees will have nower to
three a2dditional members: the total nnm“nv ﬁf 1rn~toh° cb"WI not
exceed- B0,
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NATIONAL CULTURAL TRUST

We give below a summary cf the recommendations of the
gub-committee appointed by the Govermment of India in relation
te the Cultur=l Trust:-

Tunctiongs~ The Truest should function as an autonomous
body(with a preponderent non-oflicial element) to encourage
cultursl activities and should opernte through the medium of
%ppropriate Committees snd Academies, Its main functions should

-

(a) To‘encour&ge eultural sducstion and research with
particular reference to the preservation and developuent of
traditional Indian Culture,

(b) To sequire for the State, sites, monuments,
menuseripts, pletures or other sbjscts of importance to
Indian Culture.

(¢) To advise the Government of India and the Provineial
Governments with regard to cultural matters,

(d) To co-ordinate end ossist in the development of the
pctivities of Indisn Universities in the purely cultural
fields,

(e) To co-operate with the learned socleties of India,
in order to encoursge and expand the cultural gide of the work,
now performed by them,

(f) To publish suiteble populer 1iterastre on cultural
matiers,

(g) To meintein elose touch with all paris of India by
holding periodical conferences,

(nh) To orgenise Arechaesolozical snd other cultural missions
to foreign countries and generally develop and extend existing
cultural conteacts between Indiz end other eountries.

Consgtitutions

1. Chairmen of the Inter-University Board.

9, Prasident of the National Institute of Sciences.

3, President € the Royal Asintic Society of Bengal.

4, Presgident of the Viswa-Bharati.

5, The Hezd of the Jamia ¥illie.

6¢15,Ten members to be nominated by the Government of India

inelnding reprasenteiives af Musecums, Libraries, etc.
five of whom will represent the Principal Cultural
elements in the ITndisn States,

1626 ,Bleven membars to be nominated by the 11 Provincial
Governuentz who shall be persons eminent in the
cultural life of the couniry.

47-.30,0ne member to he nomin=ted by the Council of State
and thfee members by the Central Legzislative Assembly.

%31.33, Three members to be nomineted by the All-India -
Paderstion of Chambers of Commerce.

34, The Director Ceneral Archseology in India

35 The Director of Archives,

56 « The Director of Anthropological Survey of India.

2«47 . 5leven members to panresent the proposed Academies
five to be elected by the Academy of Letters and three
eanch by the Academies of Aris end Musilc.

The Trustees will have power to elect not more then
three additional members; the total number of trustees gshall not

exceed 50,
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The tenure of 0ffice of the Trustees will be 5 years,

The funetions of the Trust are %o he verformed through
the Agency of the following committecas=
a) Finance Committee, 5
b) Cormittee for eontrol and establishment of VWational
Parks and for acquisition of lumportent sités and national
treasures,
¢) Foreign relations Comittse,
d) Committee for publications,
e) Such other sub.committecs as the Trustees may consider
it necessary to constitute,

Academiest~ Each Academy will be sdministered by small Couvneil
and & President %o be elected by the fellows whose nuaber shall
net be more than 100 in the ease of the Academy of Letters snd
‘of 50 in the eese of Arts and Music, The names of a meximum
of 350 per cent, or the provosed numher of Fellows should be
mentioned “&s Feundation Yellowe, the remainder being elected
by the Foundation Fellows, as persons of suitable eminence
bogoma eWallable. The Fellows on electiom will hold office for
Li ‘. ¥

The Council of the Aecademy will consist of not =or@ than
15 members ineluding s permanent Secretary who will be an ex-
officio member of the Couneil,

The initial endowment of the trust should be not less
than four erores to enabls the Trustses te funetion properly.
If the Central Government contributed half of this sum, =
quarter eould be raised from the Provinecial Governmenrs and
the balanee from the Indian States,

Ibterim Period: An interim Standing Committes should be

appointed by the Government of India immediately (a) to

develop cultural contaets with other gountries; (b) to eo-

ordinate the work of orgainisstions already established in India
for the purpose,” '

The fortheoming confersnce would afford a suitable
opportunity of azwnointing the interin Stending Conmittee,
pending the formation of the Art Academy, as there is consi-
derable amount of preliminary ground whieh can be covered
before the Trust iz constituted,
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