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Ladles and Gentlemen,

I am very happy %o be amidst you all this after-

noon on the occasion of the centenary celebrations of

the great Russian Artist and friend of India Nicholas
Roerich, . My memory *ekes me hack o 1935 when as a

voung student I first visited Waggar and ot intmavced

to the Roerich world which is s well preserved §ill
to-day at that place. I visited Nagszar gquite a few

times thereafter and stayed in the castle there, It

could never eccur to me in 1935 that it would be my

privilage in 197% to inaugurate an exhibition the works

ni“ the Groat Hicholas Boerich,

1 am glad that fals opportunity has been
provided
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provided by the Chandigarh Museum and Art Gallory,
which, tre t i.ts character, has {he privilegze of
possessing some of the rare nalntings of Nicholas
R oorich, It is hut befitting also that Dr, Randhawa
iz present amidst us and has just intmduced us to
the great painier on the basis of his personal
knowledge of his work,

The leamed, it is said, understand the reason

of art wnile the laymen just feel the pleasure, Dr,
Randhawa has juast now given e 2 leamed account of

the art and works of Micholas Roerich and has drawn

our atitention to the searces of inspiration underlying

his




his art, As a lay person T 2an m=~cely say that it Was
always heen a3 pleasure for ma th sce the Basricgh
paintingg ™icholas Roerich possessed a highly evolved
gensibility and a sophisticated and multi-{aceted
pérsonalitv, The svweep of hlis endeavours and imagina-
tion was truly stupendous. He was an archaeologist an
explorer, a -tudent of histcry and spiritualism, a
writer of poems and short stories and above all

a painter, Fispurals and mosaics a\dom many public

bulldings and churches in the country of his birth and

the settings designed by him for oneras snd ballets

intmaduced a nev dimenzion in the renaisasnce of this

particular aspect of Hussian culture,\ The coiiection
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of his paintings has touched the staggering number of
7,000, The fact that his birth centenary is being
celebrated not only in the U.5.3.8 but also in India

in the United Kingdom and in the U.3.A. simul tancously

is a proof of the fact that Nicholas Roerich had a
cosmopoli tan outlook and made a contribution to the
kno ‘fledgé and enriched the treasures of art of humanity
as a whole,

W hat was the secret of Wicholas Roerich's
multifarious and yet uniformly splendid achievements?

A significant clue, to my mind, 1s provided by his son
Svetoslav Poerich, himself an acknowledged psinter, who

testifies that his father had "wonderful composure of
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mind and of self whioch were the very foundations of

his charactsr", Svetnsglav Roerich goes on to say that
"it was the composure of a Superior man, grave and yet
kind, thoughtful with s remarkable and happy sense of
humour", This composure of mind and self would seem to
account for a synthetic quality of Niechol as Bberich's
art. He gleaned fromwvarious scurces and blended and
synthesized various slements in his creative art. Ha
was not a place but of 21l places. He will survive

in the memory of succeeding ganeration not as

belonging to a particular time but as one who belongad
.

w all times, He imbibed in himsalf and portrayed with

his brush not merely the narmy or parochial aspects

°

o

Q4




of human aspirations and urges but the universal and
P

the immutable emotiong ané yearnings stirring the human
spirit, Nicholas Roerich's paintings are silent poetry,
Je Nas Deen halled as 'the m ster of the moun tains*,

gi¢ landscapes of *the mountains and the Himalsyas are
unrivalled - unrivalled because they are kExzxs® not merely
sigtortiel Torrasemtabion of the mighty moutains but are

g2 sign ¢ wall as a syetol; & meaning anilmates them

and make s them commnicats gore than meots © e eve, They
symtollse sereniiy, etemity and beguty", Nicholas
Hoerich had dedics ed nimself to the search and serviee
of beatuty « servies a=t"=a 411 harm ane and brundaries

beauly 15 timeless and (ranscendenial, Beauty 1s trath,

ana
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and as the English poet Keats said,

"Beauty is truth and tmth beauty,

That i2 all ye¢ know and all ve need 4o know".
Beauty for Nicholas Roerich was the supreme truth which
by symbolishing swmthesis of form, vaiues and idesls
was the main hops for unifying all hunanity., To quote
the great painter's ot words -

"In beauby we are united,

Through beautly we pray.

With beautly we conguer,™
Nicholus FMoerich's paintings bring us face to

f ace with beaubty and also »ith his sost dnuting v selfl

wid he secret concurrence wnich he had perceived im

things by weans of hls visiion or intuition, The

gelanyrs Lad
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celebrated Russian writer Gorky aptly dezcribed hiu as
the "Greatest Tntultivise!,
To us Indians the celebration of Nicholas

Roerioch® 2z birth centenary hasa special significance,

Bverf since hia coming to India 4in the 20s, he has

dedicated ithousands of paintings o @ e sudlime beauty
of the Himalayss and & the gsacred concepts of the
ancient wisdom of Imdia, Tndeed, he conciudes the
chapter cn Tedia in his book 'Altal Himalaya' with the

WO rass
"We mow thy fragraii essenie, India. We RKnow
the depihs and finesse of thy thoughts, We know
the great Aum, which leads to the inexpressible
heights. Indla, we imow they ancient wisdom, "

He
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He brought the sculd of Rissia close to the soul of India
and having enricued his oum life 4ith the fusion of tiue
cul turs, he became an awlssary of vniversal art for

bumacity as & “whole, wnicholes Hosxich's work since his

coming to India is a trioube %o our motherlana, 118

treasures of wisdoe and philosophy and its capacity to
inspire great minds, Y= pay him our houmage wday
especiz2lly as one of ithe greatest aridsts and also as
a greab explorsr of the hidden treasures of human thought
who made us aware of our own rich heritage, Thus, in his
own right, he occuples place of pridz amldst our coun try's
cultural and spirituel leaders,

1 av sure, the art lovers and art eritics will

ingerpret




interpret afresh hie works of this grest painter in this
year of his centenary and draw lessons from his siyle
and the schara of e2oleurs and foms in the contexg of
the current themes, styles and foms of art. Iub I hope
that under the superficiz)l and Xt 1 sgpects of his
Dau‘sﬁnw’ they will 211 find the basic truth and etemal

-

heauty sesniing forth and shining urdimmed. As time
passes ths themes and styles nf art changes, Quitve often
forsien influecnces result in substitution not only of

atyles but aven of themes snd subjects. Basically, there

may be nothing wrong about 4t, But the Indian painters

should, T feel, continue to take pride in our own

herltape and explore the vasi potentialities of our




vast country for artistie expression. OQur concept o:
the content and the fom of art has been enunciated
since times immemorial as 'Satyam Shivam Sunderasm®

that is art should be true, good and beautiful, Nicholas

Roerich not merely eoncurred in this but actually practised

this concept. Let our artists keep this in view and
draw fresh inspiration rega dinz scope of themes and
the manner of expession from Nicholas Roerich'!s own words:
"Beauty still lives in India;
Beckons to us the Great Indian FPath,"
Ladies and gentlemen § With these words I have

greatl pleasure in inaugurating the exhibition of




Nicholas Roerich's paintings and photographs of

his works,




Speech made by sShri B,S, Ojha, Home Secretary,

I welcome you all to this function being held to
commemorate the birth centenary of the great peinter,
Nicholas Roerich, The Art of this great Russia bom painter
who did us Indian's honour by talking up residence in a
place, by now world famous, in the valley of the gods, has
been described as the "Realm of Roerich", 1In the course of
this afternoon we are looking forward to being introduced
to this "realm" and we are happy that in our Museum & Art
Gallery Roerich is duly represented even though we have
succeeded so far in obtaining only a fraction of the vast
'realm'., We have it on the authority of one who knows that
perceiving the panorama of Roerich!s paintings one is reminded
of Shelley's lines:

B The one remains, the many change and pass

Heaven's 1ight forever shines, Earth's shadows fly;
Life, 1like a dome of many-coloured glass,
Stains the white radiance of Btemity."

Let me hope that each one #f will have the opportunity
to verify this observation after going rmund the exhibition
of Poerich!s paintings and photographs of his works, which wé
have organised to-day. I am grateful to Mr, Mathur, the Chief

Commisgsioner and Mr, Mathur for sparing their valuable time to

be with us this aftemoon; Mr. Mathur needs no introduction to

this audience., As one who is a lover of art and as one who
has admired Roerich for the last 40 years, he is eminently
suitable to be the Chief guest today. Similarly, Dr,Randhawa

also does not need any intmduction though I must say Dr,Rdndhawa
as 2 subject for introduction has a newer aspect of his

personalily to revaal 1n avery gcecasi2uon Today he is present
amidst us as an admirer and promoter of Roerich; for he it

‘o.--./g/"'oo'o
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was who 1nitially got acquired the pain tings, which were

later purchased by him as Chief Commissioner for this Art
Gallery in 1968 and which are on display here today. I
would now request Dr,Randhawa to make a brief comment on

Roerich and his work.,
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CHANDIGARH, Oct. 15
(PMI) : To commemorate the .
birth ~centenary of Prof.
Nicholas ' Roerich, a special
exhibition has been organised
by the Government Museum
and Art Gallery here,

Inaugurating the exhibition
on October 9, Mr N.P. Mathur,
Chief Commissioner, Union
Territory, Chadigarh, had
- urged the Indian painters to
take pride in their heritage
and explore the vast potenti-

. alities of the country for
| artistic expression.

Dr. M. S. Randhawa,
Chairman of the Museum
Advisory Committee, briefed
his association ‘with Roerich
and his works during pre-inde-
pendence days. He also expres-
sed the opinion that works on °
Roerich should be viewed
with ' a sensitive frame of
mind to . feel the $pirit of~
works. .

Welcoming the gathering Mr .
BS. Ojha, Home Secretary
Union Territory, Chandigarh,
paid high tributes to the geni-
us of Nicholas Roerich. Sy

. Mr  Sushil Sarkaryg
Director of the Museum, ‘pro-
posed vote of thanks. e
* The present exhibition in-"/
cludes six original paintings, -
64 photographic reproductiords
-and extracts from his writin
The exhibition will re
‘open till today.

By s e

~ Mr. N.P. Maillur: and Dr. M.S. Randhawa going around Nicholas N. Roerich’s Exhibition
n Government Musem & Art Gallery, Chandigarh. .. =R T




