THE SVETOSLAV ROERICH EXHIBITION OF PA.IESI'.PI_‘:EIGS,
NEW DEIHI, - JANUARY 20, 1960

CONTENTS

1., INTRODUCTION BY DR, P,V, RAJAMANNAR, = e
CHAIRMAN, SANGEET NATAK AKADHEMI,

NEHRU OPENS EXHIBITION OF ROERICH'S PAINTINGS
N.I, PATRIKA, ALLAHABAD,

- "SVETOSLAV ROERICH'S ART" by MANOHAR KAUL.
"SVETOSLAV ROERICH'S ART" by MANOHAR KAUT.

"PAINTER OF THE FINEST CALIBRE" by H, I. PRASHER,
ART CRITIC OF "TIMES OF INDIA",

"SVETOSLAV ROERICH" by KARL KHANDATAVAIA, 3
VICE-PRESINENT OF THE IATIT KALA AKADEMT,
(NATIONAL ACADENMY OF FING ARTS, NEW DEIHI)

"SVETOSLAV ROERICH" by G, VENKATA CHATAW,

"WESTERN ARTIST AFTER THE EASTERN IDEALM "GIRNAR"
by G, VERKATACHALAM,

"THE ART OF SVETOSLAV ROERICH" by VIVEK BHATTACHARYA,

INAUGURATION OF SVETOSIAV ROERICH'S EXHIBITION
AT THE MUSEUM OF FINRE ARTS, MOSCOW = I11TH MAY 1960,

INAUGURAL MESSAGE FROM DR, HUMAYUN KABIR,
MINISTER OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH & CULTURAL AFFAIRS,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,

EXCERPTS FROM:

THE SPEECH BY SHRI K.P,S, MENON,
AMBASSADOR OF INDIA TO THE U.S. 8. R,

THE SPEECH BY MADAME E, BETLASHOVA,
SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OF UNION OF ARTISTS

THE SPEECH BY IR, A,I, ZAMOSHKIN,
DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS & WEII, KNOWN ART CRITIG,

T_I:IE SP.E:“;.'}CI-IWBY MR, VLADINIR FRAWZEVICH IOEVINSON- LESSING
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE HERMITAGE MU SEUH, LENINGRAD, ’




THE BSVETOSLAV ROERICH BXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS
NE¥ DELNX
January 20, 1960

at
THE AYY INDIA VIRE ARTS & CRAFES SOCISTY

INTRODUCTION

By
"R, P, V., BATAMANNAR,
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CHAIRMAN, SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI
(National Acadeny of iusle, Dence, Drama and §ilm)
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This is the wost, and probably first, comprehensive

‘exhibition of the work of Svetoslav Roerich, His paintings

adorn public galleries aud’privatg collections all over
the world - Europs, United States and India. Bub here we
have gathered togather in one place more taann a hundred of
hig paintings covering & pericd of over two decades up to

the proesent day, .

svetoglay is‘a true cosmapolitan. Born in Petrograd,
of a distinguished lineage, educated in Russia, Sweden,
England and the United States, and married to = most
talented and distingui shed daughter of Inﬁig, Shrimeti
Deviks Ranl, he and ﬁia art represent a finc syathégis of

the Eest and the West, of the Torth and thée South,

Though svetoslav followed in the foot-sieps of nis
renowned fether, Gurudev Wicholas Reerich whom he eonsiders
a8 his greatest Teacher and wiose clos¢ cuollazborator ne was
both in hig artistic and cultursl sectivities, he is a
great artist in his own »ight and his artistic genius is
distinct from thai of his father, Haoinent art erities
have described Svetoslay's art es more humen
mystic than his fother's, But comparative estimstes are
more oiten than not misieasding, I, for one, find the

mystic element equally present in his work,




Svetoslav's paintings cover a vast range and
thematicelly fall into five main divisiones - Portraits,
Landscapés, Genre (Scenes from life), Religious and
imnginative crestions, Svetoslav paints in tempera and
0ils and in both he exgels. The development of his
technique from different aspects is manifest from the

paintings exhibited here,

Borbiadts Can sland comparison with thosgse of
the famous suroptan masters, -His Himalayan landecspes
capture the transcendental beauty, majesty, and awe of
those gnowselad mountaing, His genre paintinie ave
not only true to life; they are splendid decorative
compositions, His ilmaginstive crestions are full of

megning and message,

In Svetoslev Roerich's art, one finds & new ine
Alvidunl epproach, unigue but slways bold and striking
colour gehemes,  droughbsmansiip of the highest order,
superbly rhytimic composition, realism which does not
conaist in mere vorigimilitude, but is an axpression of

the esseniiel reality; snd sbove all Vision, founded as

waeh on sa intuitive sporenension of spiritual values

08 on ;refcund knowledge, vevisd experience and intense
contaaplation. There is an anciont Sanskrit saying
PHenrishih Kurute Kavyan® 3o one win is not » Risghi
can be a great poet, Nox, would I aid, a grest painter,
To my mind, Ovetoalnav Reerich is a'niuui and threough
his peintings has given use s becutiful and inapiring‘

message,

{svetoslav Roerich's Exhibition Catalogue 20th
January 1960)
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INTRODUCTION

by
Dr. P.V. RAJAMANNAR
Chief Justice, Madras
Chairman, Sangeet Natak Akademi
(National Academy of Music, Dance, Drama and Film).

This is the most, and probably first, comprehensive
exhibition of the work of Svetoslav Roerich. His paintings
adorn public galleries and private collections all over the
world - Burope, United States and India, But here we have
gathered together in one place more than a hundred of his
paintings covering a period of over two decades up to the

present day.

Svetoslav is a true cosmopolitan. Born in Petrograd,

aS.ad.o Swaden
AR s v

England and the United States, and married to a most
talented and distinguished daughter of India, Shrimati Devika
Rani, he and his art represent a fine synthesis of the East

and the West, of the North and the South.

Though Svetoslav followed in the foot-steps of his
renowned father, Gurudev Nicholas Roerich whom he considers
as his greatest Teacher and whose close collaborator he was
both in his artistic and cultural activities, he is a great
artist in his own right and his artistic genius is distinct
from that of his father, Eminent art critics have described
Svetoslav's art as more human and less mystic than his
father's. But comparative estimates are more often than
not misleading. I, for one, find the mystic element equally
present in his work.

Svetoslav's paintings cover a vast range and thematically,
fall into five main divisions ~ Portraits, Landscapes,
Genre (Scenes from life), Religious and imaginative creations.
Svetoslav paints in tempera and oils and in both he excels.
The development of his technique from different aspects is
manifest from the paintings exhibited here.




His portraits can stand comparison with those of
the famous European masters. His Himalayan landscapes
capture the transcendental beauty, and awe of those
snow-clad mountains. His genre paintings are not only
true to life; they are splendid decorative compositions.
His imaginative creations are full of meaning and message.

In Svetoslav Roerich's art, one finds a new individual
approach, unique but always bold and striking colour
schemes, draughtsmanship of the highest order, superbly
rhythmic composition, realism which does not consist in
mere verisimilitude, but is an expression of the essential
reality; and above all Vision, founded as much on an
intuitive apprehension of spiritual values as on -profound
knowledge, varied experience and intense contemplation.
There is ‘an ancient Sanskrit saying

nNanrishih Kurute Kavyam" No one who is not a Rishi can
be a great poet. Nor, would I add, a great painter.

To my mind, SvetosIav Roerich IS @ NISHT I NI OUZIT NIS
paintings has given us a beautiful and inspiring message.




.. THE PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
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A transeript of Mr. Nehru's speech inaugurating the
exhibition of paintings by Svetoslav Roerich at the
ATFACS Hall on January 20, 1960.

Mr. Nehru began with a reference to his meeting
Professor Nicholas Roerich, Father of Svetoslavy Roerich
eighteen years ago when he had been invited with his
daughter to Kulu Valley.

Speaking of Svetoslav Roerich, Mr. Nehru said:
He is a retiring and restrained person. He has not pushed
himself anywhere. He works according to his genius trying
to put himself in harmony with surrounding beautvahether
it was the snowy peaks in the Himalayas‘or the scenes of
Malabar or any other part of India. Oﬁ\the one hand,
he puts himself in touch with his environment, on the
other leaps forward in all manner of directions, the future,
past and present, trying to mix them 'up into one- composite
whole. All this has produced, looking at some of the
pictures, a etrange'sensation, (in me) one of beauty, one of
harmony and of some depth if ome tries to. understand, but
T eannot express the sensation that it produces. e

| nObviously we have here in this exhibition something
very remarkable, something not only beautiful but lasting,
which will leave a powerful effect on the minds of those who
see it. At any rate that is the effect in my mind., I am :
sure most of the people seelng it will feel that way. It is
a priv1lege that people in Delhi and those who came here B
will be able to see these paintings which have been done
during the last many years and ‘which have not often been
diSplayed. Therefore, I am glad that I am associated
with this inauguration and I have ‘the pleasure and advantage
of seeing these piectures which I hope to see again in the
'_course of the next month when the exhibition goes on. I hope
that many people, our artists especially, would see them
and thereby draw inspiration from them. It is too difficult
for me to talk about thes® matters because I am ignorant
about them. I react, I feel the good or bad, pleasant or
unpleasant., Apart from that, something remains at the baek
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‘of one's mind. It sticks to the mind and comes up again
and again. I think Svetoslav Roerich's paintings are

of the type which leave their permanent impression at the
- back of the mind and which are not easily forgotten. So
it is an event in the art life of Delhi for this one-man
exhibition to be displayed here, and I hope that we shall
profit by it and I hope that the artist will preduce many
more beautiful paintings in the future. |

: MrQ Roerich expressed profound gratitude to the
Prime Minister for having graced this occasion in spite of
his exceptionally heavy,préoccupations. "I want to thank
him for his kind words which I value so much". He also
thanked Dr. Humayun Kabir, Mr. P,.V. Rajamannar and
Mr. J.C. Mathur, ! ;

Mr, Nehru then declared the exhibition open with these
words: "I declare this gxhibition open and invite you to a
~ feast of beauty." :
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PRIME MINISTER SHRI JAWAHARLAL NEHRU'S

INAUGURAL ADIRESS AT THE EXHIBITION OF

PAINTINGS BY SVETOSLAV ROERICH AT THE

ALL INDIA FINE ARTS & CRAFIS SOCIETY,
NEW DELHI ON  20-1-1960

PRIME MINISTER SHRI JAWAHARLAL NEHRU:

Friends,

I suppose you know that I am an interloper here more or
less, that is to say, this function would have been performed
by a much better person, more suitable person, our Vice=
President Dr. Radhakrishnan. But as he had to go away,
go abroad and is not in the country now, this privilege has
fallen on me, In fact, it was Dr. Radhakrishnan's wish and
almost demand, that I should do this; naturally I had to
agree, and I am glad that I agreed although I feel a little
bit inhibited about this. Because I do not know that I
can say anything particularly appropriate or suitable about
this Exhibition of an old friend and a great artist, not
being myself in any sense, an expert at judging these things,
I cannot talk learnedly or wisely about them, I can only
express certain reactions, certain emotions it produces in
me and that too, rather in a confused manner.,

It was about 18 years ago, as far as I remember, when
I met Svetoslav and his father and mother. In fact they
invited me to spend a few days at their Kulu house to which
my daughter and I went, It was then that I first got
acquainted with Professor Roerich, his father, and those
lovely surroundings of the Kulu Valley. It was then also
that Svetoslav started making a portrait of me and I might
mention informally that I have not seen it yet, although
I believe it exists somewhere. That itself shows, apart
from many other things, what a retiring and restrained person
Svetoslav is. He has not pushed himself anywhere, he has
worked quietly in accordance with his genius, trying to put
himself in harmony with the éurroundings he was in, whether
it was the snowy peaks of the Himalayas, or the red earth
of Malabar, or any other part of India, On the one hand
putting himself in touch with these environments, on the
other hand leaping forward into all manner of directions,




future, past, present, trying to mix them up into one
composite whole. And all this produces, has produced, as

I was looking at so many of his pictures just before coming
here, the strange sensation, one of beauty of course, one of
harmony and one of some peculiar depths which one tries to
understand, at any rate I tried to, but which I cannot
express except that it produces that sensation in me.

Obviously, we have here in this Exhibition something
very remarkable and something not only beautiful but lasting,
which will leave a powerful effect on the minds of those who |
see it. At any rate, that is the effect it will leave on
my mind, and I feel sure, most people who see it, will feel

that way.

It is a privilege for people in Delhi and those who
come here, to be able to see these paintings which were
gradually being made in the course of the last many years
and which have not often been displayed. Therefore I am
glad that I am associated with this inauguration, and had
the pleasure and advantage of seeing these pictures,

I hope to see them again, in the course of the next month
and I hope that many people, and our artists gpecially, will
see them and thereby draw some inspiration, some depth for
their own work.

As I said, a little while ago, it is rather difficult
for me to talk about these matters because 1 am rather
ignorant about them. I react as most people do, I feel good
or bad, pleasant or unpleasant impressions come to me, and
apart from that something remains at the back of the mind or
somewhere, which sticks to it and which comes up again and
again, I think Svetoslav's paintings are of that type, which
leave that firm impression at the back of the mind, and which
are not easily forgotten.

So, it is an event in the what might be called, the art
life of Delhi, for this One-man Exhibltion to be displayed
here and I hope that we surely would profit by it. I hope
that the artist will produce many more beautiful and thoughtful
paintings in the future,




MR, SVETOSLAV ROERICH:

I wish to express my profound gratitude to our
Prime Minister for having graced this occasion in spite of
his exceptionally heavy preoccupations. I want to thank
him for his kind and beautiful words, which I value so
much.,

I wish to thank Dr. Kabir, Dr.Rajamannar, Mr.Mathur,
all the distinguished guests and friends who have come
here today and all those who have helped in the organisation
of this Exhibition. I shall now request the Prime Minister
to declare this Exhibition open.

PRIME MINISTER SHRI JAWAHARLAL NEHRU:

Well, now, I declare this Exhibtion open and invite
you to a feast of beauty,
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NEHRU OPENS BXHIBITION

CF ROERICH'S  PAINTINGS

NEW DELHI, Jan, 20

Prime Minister Nehru to-day inaugurated an
exnibition of paintings by the well«known
artigt, Svetoslav Roerich, whici he¢ deseribed
as "A FEAST OF BLAUTY AND ONE WHICH LSAVES

A POWSRFUL LFFLCT ON THS MINDS OF ThHOSE WiHO

R\ "y
RSN li‘.

One hmndred twenty paintings of Svetoslav Roerlch,
son of the famous Professor Nicholas Reerich, are dlspiasyed
at the exhibition which will remain open for & month, The
works include landscapes of the Himalayas, scenes {rom
Indian life, portraite of ¥r, Wehru, Vice-~President
Dr, Radhakrishnan and v, C.P., Ramaswamy Ayyar, and other

imaginative oreations,

Iooking at some of the pictures, Mr, Nehru said, he
felt "A STRANGE SENSATION « ONE OF BEAUTY ON& OF HARMONY AND
ORE OF SOuE NEPTHY, He was sure that most of the people who

saWw the exnibition would feel the same way,

Mr, Fehru sald that he had met Svetoslav Roeriech with

his father, Wicholas Roerich, and mother, some 18 years ago




when he was ilavited o the Muin Valiey with his damghter,

SVETOSLAY ROIRITH, Xk, 2 8&1.1, I35 A ka;{QIJI‘J AND

@

RESTRAINED PERSON WHO DOES 0T PUSH HINSELF ANYWHERE, WE

WORKS ACCORDING To HIS GENIUS, TRYING TO PUT H IMSELF IN
HARMONY WITE THE SUBRCUNDING BZAUTY, WHEPHSR IT IS THE
SNOWY PEAES OF THE HIMATAYAS OR ANXY OTHER PARTS OF INnIA,
ON THE ONE EAND, HE POETS HINSELF 1IN TOUCE WITH HIS

ENVIROIMERT AND, O THE CTHIN AARG FORVARD ‘1H ALY

(‘)"'i."
-LL‘-—-‘ a4 daad

Il\'_“"s' PR CROPPRTIR ¢ Wi A AND PREEBsEHT F)‘A‘;Ibt TC ,]K

THEE UP IHTC ONE COMPOSITE WiOLg

HI8 PAINTING, ¥r, Nehru sald, ¥ERE OF THE TYPR
WHICH LBFT A PERVANEHT I¥PRESSBION ON THE MINDS O THOSE
WHO SAW PHEE AND WHICH COULD NOT B BASILY l‘\>ﬁuOAT. N
This one-men exnibition'waﬁ an event in the art life of
Deibi and it waé g priviiege that people in Delhl and those
who came here would ba able to sce these palntings done
during the lasi twenty years, He hoped that many people
egpecially artists, would see them and draw inspiration
from them and that Reerich would produce wany more besutiful

and l.aﬂting, paintings in the future, -« (P71)
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NEBHRU OPLNS EXHIBITION
OF  ROERICH'S PAINTINGS

DELAL, Jan, 20

Prime Jinister Nehru to-doy Iinaugurated an
exhibition of psiﬁtir:g;s by the well-known
artist, Svetoslav Roerich, which he desoeribed
&8 %A FEAST OF BEACTY ARD ONS WHICH LISAVAS

A POEERFUL EFFACT ON THE XINDG OF THOSE WA

Oy s %
oA l&“g

One handred twenty paintings of Gvetoslav Reexdah,

son of the fameus Professor Nichelas Roerich, sre displayed
at the exhibition which will raseln opén fox » sionth, The
works faclude landseopos of the Himalsyas, sounes from
Indian Yife, poriralts of r, Nehiu, ViceePresident

e, Rf dhekydshnen and 1z, C.f, Remauwany Ayysr, and other

imaginative orections,

Iocking at some of the pictures, Nr, Nehru said, he
felt "A STRANGE SENSATION = ONE OF BSAUTY ONE OF HARMONY AND
ONE OF SOME DEPTHY, He was sure that most of the people who

sow the exhibition wuld feel the saume way,

ir, Hehru said that he hed meét Svetoslav Roerich with

his father, Nichples Roeriech, snd mother, some 18 years ago
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when he was invited to the Xulu Velley with his daughter,

"SVETOSLAV ROERICH, Mr, Nehru said, I8 A RETIRING AND
RESTRAINED PERSON WHO DOES NOT PUSH HIMSELFY ANYWHERE, MBS
WORKS ACCORDING TO HIS GENIUS, TRYING TO PUT KIMSELF IN
HARMONY WITH THE SURROUNDING BEAUTY, WHETHER IT IS THE
SHOWY PEAKS OF THE HIMATAYAS OR ANY OTHER PARTS OF INDIA,
ON THE ONZ HAND, HE PUTS HIMSEYLF IN TOUCH WITH HIS
ENVIRONMENT AND, OF THE OTHER, LSAPS FORWARD IN ALY
DIRBCTIONS, THE FUTURE, PAST AND PRESENT TRYING TO MIX
THEM UP INTO ONB COMPOSITE ‘f;zaom.

HIS PAINTING, Mr, Nehra sald, WERE OF THE TYFE
WHICH LEPT A PIRMANENT INPRESSION ON THE MINDS OF THOSES
WHO SAW THEM AND WHICH CCULD NOT BE EASILY PORGOTIEN,
This oneeman exnibition was an event in the art life of
nelhi and it was a privilege that people in Delhi and tihose
who came here would be able to see theése paintings done
during the last twenty years, He hoped that many people
especinlly artists, would see them and draw inspiration
from them and that Roerich would produce many more beautiful
and lasting peintings in the future, - (PTI)




SVETOSLAY ROERICH'S
By
MANOHAR  KAUL

Anidet the chaos ridden art world of today, where
the shifting axt trends make furtive appearance to dissolve
and disappear soon after under the passing glamour of a
new srrival, it is refreshing to find that in Svetoslav
Roerich we have a psinter, whose veracity and sssinilative
appropriation have surmounted all the formal rigidities

and enabled him to evolve a happy idiom of his own,

His works of art, now on digplay at the galleries of
the A1l India #ine Arts & Crafts Socliety in the capital,
constitute a rafe sight for the art lovers and a wonderful

event in the contemporary art activity of the country,

Breathe=taking in conception and staggering in
dimensions, the exhibits presented are tane works of a
matured artist, whose sincerity of purpose is self-revealing,
vigion brondbased, sympatihies catholic and treatuent
unique,

Roerich is himself an institution in the realm of
art, who has exhibited an integrated style, which is at
once powerful and refined, real and romantie, auotional
and ideal, He is seen as a creative genius, who has a
penetrating eye and percipient mind to detect and cateh the
aesthetic and plastie values in the ordinaryness of things
and %0 reproduce the same both in substance and spirit, He
has well understiood the people of India from the Himalayas

to Cape Comorin and has aduirably depicted the throbbing

pulsation of their lives in all their dynanic pursuits,

Passions, joyes and sorrows,




To an unwary eye¢ his colours appear in riot, but

on serious view his colour schemes are in perfect harmony

and ruytim, joyous juxtaposition and delightfully

complimentary, The application of colours is not only
Judicious and conservative tut also refractive and luminous
under diverse natural conditions and situations, Very few
artists in India and elsewhere have succeeded in delineating
the refracted light either natural or artificiai as Roerich
has done in scenes such as ‘Toilin{‘; by NHight", where the
torehlight in the ravine reflects wonderfully on the bearers
end the path in the sombre murkiness of the night, Such is
also the cese in the paintings, where the golden or purple glow
of the riging or setling sun is reflected in the clouds,

the landscape and the ﬂy. Palntings like "Whiie Citadel®

and "Secret Hour” illustrate my point,

In mountainscapes Roerich sppears to have caught the
mystie grandeur and abstraét majesty of the Himalayas that his
father, the late Hicholas Roerieh, has made us fémiliai‘ with,
But in representing such themes Svetoslav Hoarich hﬁs evolved
his own style, » a happy blend of the real and the ideal,
where the pliysical forn is coe-mingled with the underlying
spirit and both manifested as parts of living nature, His
landscapes aleso reveal the vivacious spirit hovering over the
particular situation depicted, Rarely do we find the Joy of
the spirit made as manifest in pictorial art as we do in the
works of Svetoslav Roerieh, This he has succeeded through
his keen sense of colour harmonies, bold sweeps of the brush,
free and elastic linear expression and balance, These
characteristics of his art sre all the more visible in the
symbolic paintings, like "The Release"®, "Hamanity Crucified®
and "¥hither Humanity®, where his imagination soars into the
region of religion and mysticisn, of which he has drunk deep
at the source of ancient knowledge found in the HZast and the
West, This gymbolic =nd mystie lore he has woven into a

milti-coloured texture of varied design, where each pleture is




g0 precise in proportion, perspective and rhytlm, that he
gives an impression that the artist has, as it were,
actually seen what he describes in e¢lalrvoyant vision, This
is where he shows himself the follower of the ancient Indian
segsthetic principles and coannons of art, which he seems to
hare thoroughly studied and imbibed since he came over to live
in India, Herein he is also as idenlistic and sbestract as
the sncient Indian art ideals expect him 0 be, but he also
transcends then inasnuchk as he does not leave the terrafimma
of the real world but brings a happy union of the ideal with
the actualy In other words, he does mot allow himpelf to be
lost in the Tantastic and bizzare or the dream world of

monstrosity that ic nowhere to be met with in resl life and

rotional uanderstanding, lies imsginative works are no doubt

first concedved in the Iadian epirit of a mental vision
intuitively experienced and then expressed in line and ecolour
on the canvas in foram, atmosphere and background that are

true to life and nature,

Roerich's work should be an aye opener Lo the
modernists in India, whe, whlle gpurning their own cultural
traditions, imitate modern trends of the Western painters,
This exhibition slearly reveals the wonderful and riea
panorena of India's heritage, which has been a source of

inspiration to Svetoslav Roerich,

Shri Manohar Kaul used the pen name “lamaohan
Dattatreyat for some of his articles written
during Svetoslav Roerich's exhibition of painte
ings in NWew nelhi, 1960,




SVETOSLAV  ROERICH'S  ART
By
MANOHAR  KAUL

Auidst the chaos ridden art world of'today. where

the shifting art trends make furtive appesrance to dissolve
and disappear soon after under the passing glamour of s
new arrival, it is refreahing to find that in Svetoslav
Roeriech we have a painter, whose veracity and assimilative
appropriastion have surmounted all the formal rigidities

and enabled him to evolve a happy idiom of his own,

His works of art, now on display a2t the gallerias of
the All India Fine Arts & ‘Crafts Soelety in the eapital,
constitute a rate sight for the ax"t lovers and a wonderful
event in the contemporary art activity of the country,

Breath-taking in conception and staggering in
dimensions, the exhibits presented are the works of a
matured artist, whose sincerity of purpose is self-revealing,
viaion broadbased, sympathies catholic and treatuent

unigque,

Roerich is himself an institution in the realm of
art, who hes exhibited an integrated style, which is at
once powerful and refined, real and romantic, emotional
and ideal, He is seen as a creative genius, who has a
peretrating eye and percipient mind to deteet and cateh the
aesthetic and plastic values in the ordinaryness of things
and to reproduce the same both in substance and spirit, He
has well understood the people of India from the Himalayas
to Cape Comorin and has aduirably deplcted the throbbing
pulsation of their lives in all their dynamic pursuits,

passions, joys and sorrows,




To an unwary ¢ye his colours appear in riot, but

on gerious view his colour schemes are in perfect harmony
and rhytim, joyous juxtaposition and delightfully

comp limentary, The application of colours is not only
Judicious and congervative but also refractive and luminous
‘under diverse natural conditions and situations, Very few
artists in India and elsewhere have suceceeded in delineating
the refracted light either natural or artificial as Roerich
has done in scenes such as "Toiling by Night", where the
torchlight in the ravine reflects wonderfully on the bearers
and the path in the sombre murkiness of the night. Such is
also the case in the paintings, where the golden or purple glow
of the rising or setting sun is reflected in the clouds,

the landscape end the sky, Paintings like "White Citadel™

and "secret Hour® illustrate my peint,

In mountainscapes Roerich appears to have caught the
mystic grandeur and absiract majesty of the Himalayas that his
father, the late Nicholas Roerich, has made us familiar with,

But in represeating such themeg Svetoslay Roerich has evolved

his own style, = a happy blend of the real and the ideal,

where the physical form is coemingled with the underlying
spirit and both manifested asbparis of living nature, His
landscapes also reveal the vivacious spirit hovering over the
particular situation depictedf. Rarely do we find the joy of
the spirit made as manifest in pictorial art as we do in the
works of Svetoslav Roerich, This he has succeeded through
his keen sense.of colour harmonies, bold sweeps of the brush,
free and elastic linear expression and balance, These
characteristics of his art are all the more visible in the
gymbolie paintings, like "The Release®, "Humanity Crucified”
and "Whither Humanity®, where his imagination soars into the
region of religion and mysticism, of which he has drunk deep
at the source of ancient knowledge found in the Hast and the
West, This symbolic and mystic lore he has woven into =

malti-coloured texture of varied design, where each picture is




so precise in proportion, perspective and rhythm, that he

gives an impression that the asrtist has, as it were,

actually seen what he deseribes in clairveyant vision, This
is where he shows himself the follower of the ancient Indian
aegthetic principles and cannons of art, which he seems to

have thoroughly studied and imbibed since he came over to live
in India, BHerein he is slso as idealistic and abstract as ’
yhe ancient Indian art ideals expect him to be, but he also
transcends them inasmuch 28 he does not leave the terrafirma
of the real world but brings = happy union of the ideal with

the actusl,  In other words, he doez not allow himgelf to be

loat in the Tantastic and bizzare or the dream world ef

monstrosity thail is nowhere to be metl with in réal life and
rational understanding, His imaginative works are no doubt
first conceived ia the Indian spirii ol a mental vision
intuitively experisnced aad then expressed in line and colour
on the canvas in formm, atmosphere and ba,ckgréund that are

true to life and nature,

 Roerich's work should be an eye opener to the
modernists in India, who, while spurning their owm culfural
traditions, imitate modern trends of the Western painters,
This exhibition elearly reveals the wonderful and rich
panorama of India's heritagﬁ,,whieh has been a source of

inspiration to Sveto slav Reoerich,

Shri Manohar EKaul used the pen name "Mawnohen
Dattatreya? for some of his articles written
during Svetoslav Roerich's exhibition of painte
ings in New nelhi, 1960,




SVETOSLAVY ROERICH'S ART

By

What is Svetoslay Roerich?

Is he a realist? a sentimentalist? a romantist?

a traditionalist? or what? He may be none of these, yet

: traces pertaining to any of them may be discernible in his
works, All the same hé\ defies being labelled with this or
that hallenark, Zlim_self veing a gynthetic talent of
&o@opolitm outlook and broad humen sympathies, his art is

no less synthetic in character, and cosmic and mystic in
conceptions His style, mode of expression and choice of
thaues are rather unique, born of' his owm inner deinge: He

is forthright and sinecere Lo the core, Iree from all disturbe
ing trends and quaint idicsyncrasies fthat churacterise the
wodernist's art ol today, . His set purpose is %o express truth
and beauty as ae intuitively uaderstands then and to disseminate

the pame Lo enliven ihe oftherwise dreary and drab 1ife of men,

The peintings of Svetoslay Roerich on display in the
capital for the first time at the spacious galleries of the
All Indie Finé Avts and Crafts Society provide a high standard
of aesthetic feast which fhe art loving people here craved to
enjoy for a pretty long time, ‘Thii.a show is organically as rich
in vériety, as superb in quality and taste, through which
Roe;riéh shines torth as a master-uind, a creative genius and
& consummate painter, wiao paints with passion and devetion,
His paintings show daring and balanced composition, robust
colour harmon.iqa. pewerful and simple beauty of line, unigue
sense of design and total hamony - these traits, wedded to
his inner thoughts and placid nature, mark nis works as great

art.
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¥iis mountainscapes, such as 'Kanchén.jnnga' at morning
and sunset are pregnant both with grandeur ond mystery, His
other numerous landscapes present freshness of wild nature
in all her nakedness and verying moocis; pervaded over by the
presence of the informing spirit which, though indefinable
and mysterious, is as gracefully expressed in colour and line

as Wordsworth 4id in verse,

The ordinary seenes of 1ife around him are imbued with
profound human significance and sympatiy towards i‘e:u_.ow uman
beings, Paintings like *little Sisters', 'Friends',

*Enlu Boy' and *Tribal Girl' are delineated with 2 real
human heart full of aifection and eare, Other works such
as '*Toil' and YDaughters of the ses' are the artiet's
spontaneous resction to l1life arcund him, end sbow how his

discerning eye can perceive and copture asesthetic snd

Plastie values in ordinary thin e of 1ife,

lany exquisite and revealing studies of his father,
the late Prof, Hicholas Roerich, Jawsharlal Nehru and other
celebrities show him to be & born portrait painter, having
perfect grasp of anatomieal details in changing moods, His
treatment of subjects reveals his perfect mastery over A
technique and draughtsmanship, His handling of drapery is
superb, There i1s nothing disturbin<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>