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A group phofograph of restorers from Italy, the Soviet Union, Great

Britain, the United Sfates, Poland,

Rumania, Hungary and ofher coun.
tries who helped in r
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The USSR Diamond Treasury

THE DIAMOND TREASURY OF THE SOVIET UNION COMPRISES A UNIQUE COLLECTION OF GEMS AND JEWELS OF GREAT
HISTORICAL AND MONETARY VALUE. BUILT UP AROUND THE TSAR'S CROWN JEWELS, THE DIAMOND IREASURY WAS FIRST
EXHIBITED PUBLICLY IN 1924, IT IS A REMARKABLE COLLECTION OF EXCEPTIONAL BEAUTY WHICH VIES WITH THE MOST
CELEBRATED REGALIA OF OTHER EUROPEAN COUNIRIES. IT INCLUDES THE SYMBOLS OF POWER OF PAST CENTURIES
CROWNS, SCEPTRES, MACES—MEDALS AND ORNAMENTS MANUFACTURED BY CELEBRATED JEWELLERS OF THE 18TH AND
19TH CENTURIES. TO THIS DAY THEY DELIGHT THE EYE WITH THEIR BRILLIANCE AND ARTISTIC TASTE, WITH THE MASTERLY
SKILL WITH WHICH THEY WERE MADE

THE PRIZE SPECIMENS OF THE DIAMOND TREASURY INCLUDE PRECIQUS STONES, MANY OF THEM UNIQUE. AMONG
THEM IS THE ORLOFF DIAMOND, FOURTH LARGEST IN THE WORLD, AN AMAZING STONE FOR ITS CLARITY AND MAGNIF.
ICENT HUE. STOLEN FROM THE EYE OF AN IDOL IN A BRAHMAN TEMPLE IN INDIA, IT FOUND ITS WAY TO RUSSIA IN THE
18TH CENTURY AND AT THE TIME WAS PRICED AT THE FABULOUS SUM. @F 400,000 RUBLES. ANOTHER WORLD FAMOUS
DIAMOND IS THE SHAH, WHICH WAS PRESENTED TO TSAR NICHOLAS | BY THE PERSIAN PRINCE KHOSROV-MIRZA AS
"REDEMPTION" FOR THE MURDER OF THE RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR, THE,WRITER ALEXANDER GRIBOYEDOV.

IN OLR TIME DIAMONDS HAVE ACQUIRED A NEW SIGNIFICANCE AS A SYMBOL OF TECHNOLOGICAL PROGRESS. IN
THE WORDS OF THE AMERICAN EXPERT LEON DAVIS, THE INDUSTRIAL POTENTIAL OF A COUNTRY LIKE THE UNITED STATES
WOULD BE REDUCED BY HALF IF IT WERE DEPRIVED OF ITS DIAMOND. SOURCES.

TEN OR FIFTEEN YEARS AGO THE SOVIET UNION EXPERIENCED AN ACUTE SHORTAGE OF DIAMONDS AS AN IMPORTANT
INDUSTRIAL RAW MATERIAL. TODAY, THANKS TO THE DISCOVERY OF THE YAKUTIAN DIAMOND FIELDS, OUR COUNIRY IS
ONE OF THE WORLD'S BIGGEST PRODUCERS OF DIAMONDS BOTH FOR INDUSTRIAL PURPOSES AND AS GEMS.

UNIQUE DIAMOND CRYSTALS FOUND IN THE YAKUTIAN FIELDS CONTINUOUSLY COMPLEMENT THE DIAMOND TREA
SURY, ALONG WITH GOLD AMD PLATINUM NUGGETS OF SPECIAL INTEREST. THE TREASURY INCLUDES 120 NUGGETS FOUND
IN OUR COUNTRY AT DIFFERENT TIMES WHOSE TOTAL WEIGHT EXCEEDS 650 POUNDS.

M. MARTYNOVA. ART CRITIC

FIRST ROW:
1. Brooch (mid-19th
century). Gold, silver,
diamonds,  sapphire

(258 carats]. Size 6x |
5.8 cm. {
2. Pendant with minia-

ture of Pefer I fearly

18th century). Gold,
silver, enamel, dia-
monds. Size 8x4.5 cm.

3. The Orloff dia-
mond. 189.6 carafs.

SECOND ROW: it
1. Diamond, 25.5 car-

ats. {
2. Hair pin in the '
shape of a cornuco-

pia.  Manufactured |
1775-1780 by St. Pe- |
tersburg master ¢
L Dywal. Gold, sl

ver, diamonds. Size
7.5x7.5 cm. €
3. Gold nugget “Cam-
el”, 92882 grams,
fincness 863.4. Discov-
ered in 1947 in Koly-
ma fields.

THIRD ROW:

1. “Order of the Gold-
en.Fleess” fmid-49th-=,
cenlury). Gold, burnt
Brazilian topaz, dia-
monds. Size 6.2x6.2

cm.
2. Brooch with 36-car-
al  emerald (lafter
half of 18th century).
Gold, diamonds. Size
4.5x3.6 cm.

3. The Shah diamond.
88.7 carals.

FOURTH ROW:

1. Pink schorl, 255 car- *
als, size  4x2.7x23
cm. Presented fo Ca-
therine Il by King
Gustave Il of Sweden
in 1777.

2. Plafinum  nugget,
5.9 kilograms. Found
in the Middle Urals.
3. Defail of a bouquet
made of diamonds,
emeralds, gold and
silver  (about  1760).
Overall size  16x21
cm.

Left: Diamonds of
from 1 fo 25 carafs
cut at the Smolensk
Diamond Works.




