


SREENIVASA

18th CENTURY
BRONZE

Government Museum, Trivandrum.

)




DS ® MAIND TNINEMDISESE D10FE v%2

28 5826®

&%@







T TR L et R B TR U SN
TEeesa=——— e e e et

e s |

|
|
!
|
2
1
|
|
1
|
|

{
{
t
!
{
QE
1
{
t
¢
$
t
t
i




2R

©8D) :BBD

A8 dwmdo

D Bow

8 850

29,868 eujmad {&sci]
ORI

Do) 518790 [_;
@3y S e nuns
0602 o 039S A8
@ Beas BSs0d

P HMOGRD

@0 & DSazn8

go AL [=8]

25 gD 65NOB 880
mwuw HEBONE DB OD
Hasd Beded SBDu®iSensy

8o

Boo

LS

eg:i)qdz ggé& M43 Dasled (@]

5 g§58»

wnaua@‘

Ng 968w [=°]

6D [Bscd]
20D GIEDD
GLBABD e 30T
08080

ee8xs30 mSnsied A
g 5 7]

=0 oim [m9]

: )

& xan' [=9]
medm 68 S [w9)]
B BTHR @BDD
269 g=é 3o [=0)
M8xu@ BSxicend
8B @onded S5IOnBw

B Dozm! DA B0edd [THm Bew.]

©DeTenS AP EBNWARD
gBDiemo [2D)
R EDeRMAMD emetS BB
4@ BwB! [29]
@RS [[%
2oamd § &5 dmudBsend
85D208e (@3]
28585 803 SnysI dnnieed
0. D6 BRRGS o8 H
9,830 mernits 2 BBewd [mI]
R Dotd
Bz
qoBSE 85D [E WO)]
OB 3RBE [
BB TR 0
&) B S5I0 O MDD
exnen® e®ED
® & §9:0
el S50 @ BedmmEn
RgSsenss dnsIe
eoiwg Bmenl [280]
20
1® ®R%B) BEAR®
Bod BOw-8SmmBIwn
ARLE mmed] [m5)]

= Oy

HRDH.
[=5a Drncs]
AR ARcm® dMmDicins dnsied
VB S8z BENST S10wISH®:s

8§ REBRDS 2L
BHom tDHDegend

B dfsrd On»
SOOI HVR-SMOE DIV O

&% BN0 DS zgend
8 o é)ﬁmamm ey

) B ezv»us)oq
5. gusiomd dwan
‘eé 8Srdomnd dnms

qd cxaDerem D)
0

4&@:@ BRI, D)
ga—ﬁqu Q08D duon
Bgbieens Dmnhnm tDr® gewi

€ %
5053 ¢ et @&m,
82526













October 5, 1958

THE ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY OF INDIA

Legend - Of The Buddha's Bowl

HE alms-bowl is to the Buddhist

It is the symbol of the monk’s renunci-
ation and the insignia of his authority.
Succession of abbots and patriarchs is
often. mentioned as “the passin
bowl”. As such, the alms-bowl Gautama
Buddha used has a particularly mystic
significance for the Buddhist world. Short-
ly after Gautama’s parinirvana, myths and
legends rose about tae miraculous pewers
of the bowl, and, in course of time, the
patra, as the bowl was reverently called by
the pious, became the holy grail of Bud-
dhism. Phxlosophers even argued that the
Buddna’s bowl was uncreated and eternal;
Buddhas after Buddhas would come and
go, but the bowl would remain for ever;
aeons will see the rise and nirvana of in-
numerable Buddhas but the bowl endures,
passing !:mm one Buddha to another.

There is, however, uadn.lo
among the Buddhists’ about the. alms-bo
though that it is a precious object
worthy of adoration. Every Buddhist king and
country in ancient and medieval times wlshed
to passess the bowl as it was consids
talisman against all misfortunes, and we have
a wealth of legends about the mysterious ap-
pearance ppearance of the bowl in
Several parts of the world,

EARLY ACCOUNTS

The earliest tradition about the Buddha's {
bowl comes h'om Ceylon and is given at some |
ghosha's Sumangalavilasini, a |

D. ‘It

length in Budt

work composed in the fifth century A

o
would appear from this authority that only a §

part of the relics was'divided among the eight
clans after Gautama's cremation; the remain-
ing, including the bowl, was buried in a stupa

ing_Ajatasatru on the advice of Ml:l;g—

declared that this monarch, by virtug of his
piet; 'ouldbe the best person to dig up the

and distribute them to countries worthy
of receiving Rrecious possessions.

prophecy was forgotten, and the stupa
. and the site was hidden by jungle
It was, however, fulfilled
T
red the stapa, and on opening if, found

born;

ics and an inscription authorising him
ose of them as he thought fit. Asoka is
o have dmnbuled the relics among 84,000
L}nea The bowl, it would appear, he re-
or

hen Devanampiya Tissa, King of Ceylon,
nverted to Buddhism during Asoka
reign, he sent a mission to Pataliputra, '.he
Mauryan capuaL for obtaining some relics.
eeded not only to Pataliputra but
i regions, including the court of
King of Gods, and returned to Ceylon
itn. several relics, of which the most important
a: the Buddha's bowl. A magnificent stupa was
bull in Anuradhapura, ¢ ey Ay and
the ,.rauous relic w. it.
en Fa Hien vxsl'ed India and Ceylon in
the m-ly part of the fifth century, he, how-
ever, found the bowl not in Anuradhapura but
According to

nself.

counts of the bowl Shortly before his visit, it
would appear, the king of a neighbouring
country, wishing to possess the bowl, made war
gth the ruler of Peshawar and defeated him,
But when the conqueror the bowl and
Biaced 1t In ‘the hamdan of ‘his elephant, he

by P. THOMAS

bowl broke the elephant's back. A bullock cart
was then Iried, but the wheels of the vehicle
sank into the ground. This convinced the im-
pious k kmg that he was not the proper person to
e Bowl; hence he placed it back in the
Fover worslnpped it and went ;

Fa Hien gives a detailed descrlpuon of the
bowl. “There are some seven hundred priests
at the shrine; when it is just noon, they bring
out the bowl and, together with the people, pre-
sent all kinds of offerings. They then eat their
rn.\dday meal; and in the evening at the hour of

espers, they replace the bowl as-before. .. It
Holds perhaps over two pecks and is of several
colours, chiefly of black. The four joinings are
clearly distinguishable. It is of about one-fifth
of an inch thick, of transparent brilliancy
and of a glossy lustre. Poor people throw in a
1ew flowers and it is full; very rich people wish-

g to make offerings of a large quantity of
fowers may throw in a hundred or a thousand
or ten thousand bushels wn.h\)ut ever filling it.”

When Fa Hien was in Ceylon, he, very
naturally, did not find the bow] there but heard
a sermon by a Sinhalese monk that wl
WO taken in the course of centuries “to
Central Asia, China, Ceylon and Central India
whence n would ultimately ascend to Tusita

| they woke up another stanza by an

lady, by virtue of her purity, is able to take
it and feed the starving millions out of its in-
exhaustible supply. On Manimekhalai's death
the bow] disappeared.

‘Th h'an Buddhists of China have an
unbroken tradition of the ] minﬂ of the bowl”,
from the time of the Budc the death of
Hui-neng, in the seventh century A.D. The
believes in patriarchal succession and e
tains that the Buddha, on his parinirvana, pass:
ed the bowl to Mahakasyapa the first pztnarcb
who passed it on to Anan e bowl went
with his successors till 1'. reached Bodhi-
dharma, the twenty-sixth patriarch. This worthy
took the bowl to China where he is honoured
as the first Buddhist patriarch. The bowl passed
hands in succession till it reached Hung-jen,
the fifth patriarch, after whom it had a mis-
adventure as. the succession of the sixth
patriarch was disputed. It is worthwhile men-
tioning the dispute as it shows at once the im-
portance of the bowl and its miraculous powers.

o TEST FOR A SUCCESSOR

. Hung-jen, becoming old, wished to name
his successor and declared that any of his dis-
i himseilf mepetent to
could compose a s erudi-
tion and bring it to his notice. On thls. one of
the monks who was very popular with his col-
leagues wrote on the wall outside the medit-
ation
This body is the Bodhi-tree,
oul is like a mirror bright;
Take heed to keep it always clcan.
let not dust collect on
Au monks were struck by uus feat. and
after mednet.lng on the profundity of its inner
meahing went to sleep. Next morning when
an unknown
hand was found written under it, nnd this read:
" The Bodhi is not like the tre
The mirror bright is nowhefe shining;
As there is nothing from the first.
‘Where can the dust itself collect?

This presumption was resented by the
majority of the monks who made immediate

+ enquiries and discovered that its author was a

WORSHIP OF THZ RUDDHA’S BOWL;
from. Amravati; 2nd century AD, (C ourt-
: Government Museum, Madras.)

Heaven for the use of the future Buddha”. The

seem to have derived some satisfac-
tion f.rom the thought that the bowl would not
remain long in Peshawar.

Anyway the S TR T
been the forerunner of a widespread belief that
the bowl had acquired the power of wafting
itself at will from any country that tended to
disrespect the Law and moving to more con-
genial regions, And this belief gave ample
scope for people of all countries pos-
session of the bowl. When Huien Tsang visited
ndia in the seventh century,
the decline in India and e bowl Had 1eft Pex
shawar for Persia having visited en route se-
veral countries. In Afghanistan there was a
legend that the bowl was once in Kandahar and

d “contain any quantity of liquid without
overflowing”.

It is interesting
classic Manimekhalai, a Buddhist work af
buted to the early centuries of the Christian
era, combines with the miracles of the Buddha’s
bowl a very ancient folk belief in an inexhaus-
tible magic pot. Manimekhalai, the heroine of

the classic, was asked by a sage, in a year of
famine, to proceed to a charmed lake; here she
keeps vigil on a full moon night and at mid-
night the magic bowl floats in the lake and the

to note that the Tsmxl

i lay brother by name Hui-neng, an insignific-

ding. Hung-jen, however umugm
well of the per"nrmance of Hui-neng, and at
night when'the monks were asleep called the
rice-pounder to hi; room, gave'him the patn-
<archal robe and the bowl and asked him to take
flight and remain in hiding till the fury ‘of
the brethren abated.
e morning when the monks discover-
ed what had transpired at night, there was an
d the more bigoted of the brethren
headed by their leader Ming started in hot pur-
suit of Hui- -neng. The fugmve was overtaken
ountain pass he surrendered the
robe and the bowl to Mmz But the latter with
all his psnuans could not llft the bowl and
the robe. On this the humi
enlightened md accepted ‘the supermmy R
lenders}up of Hui-neng and conducted him to
the monastery. Hui=neng thus
patriarch, but he nominated no_ successol
pn'.nm'chal-e thus being abolished, the bowl dls-
appear
The pers\stem legend of the bowl finds an

toenth century, to feteh the Buddh
fortunes of  this embassy  are SR
known.

e concensus of opinion in the Buddhist
world at present is that the bowl is nowhere
in the world as the Law has deteriorated con-
siderably and the pious are few. The bowl is
now believed ‘to be in Tusita Heaven where
Maitreya, the future Buddha, resides awaiting

is time.  Exactly five tholsand years after

Gautama Buddha's: parinirv: treya will
Gostanto. aagth; “with the Buddha's bowl, to
enlighten benighted humani







Wealth of Buddhas

At British
By Max Wykes-Joyce
EJNDON — “Buddhism: Art

and Faith,” at the British Mu-
seum, represents virtually every as-
pect of Asian and Far Eastemn art,
|hn 422 exhibits furmm an anthol-
ogy. The magnificent exhibition is
drawn almost :‘nur:‘l\ from the mu-
seum’s collections and from the
British Library
The exhibition and catalog are
divided geographically after intro-
Jductory groups on “The Buddha
Legend,” which consists chiefly of
carved stone reliefs from Gand-
hara, and “The Scriptures and
Their Transmissions,” a rich selec-
tion from the library’s manuscripts.
Among them are a late 18th-cen-
tury Burmese manuscript of Bud-
dha’s first lecture in Pali, on palm
lul 6th-century Chinese scrolls of
ules for Monks;” 18th-century
Tibetan translations of a Sth-centu-
ry Indiarfcommentary on the scrip-
tures; -a colorful illustrated -book
from -mid-19th century Burma,
e previous lives of
; and Japanese scrolls
in fine calligraphy dating from the
16th and 17th centuries.
Siddtiartha Gautama, who lived
from'about 563'to.483 B.C., was a
rich young man of a princely family
in the kingdom of the Sakyas, on
the borders of present-day Nep:
and India. At age 29; he left his wife
and children in their palatial home
and Wandered India in search of
enlightenment. This he is said to
have achieved undér a sacred tree
odh Gaya six years later.
Therealter, at legst. in- Buddhist
scriptures, he i mare offen than
not referred to as-the Buddha, or
Enlightened One.
At Samath he lectured luhhfu;!
* five disciples. He -traveled Indja
teaching, tather than preachinig, df.
the ways of Enlightenmént. When:
he died’ at Kasia, formerly called
Kusinagara; ipr the northern prov:
ince.of Blh.xr he was uemdud A\'\d

chiet Batahist comnjics, here
thiey. were presetved: in stupas
(shrines): a
i ndia, Biadhism spfead 1o
. becotie the dominant’ religion in
akisgan, Nepa, SrLanka, Burma.
. Thailand, Java, Centrdl Asfa, Chi
14 Korea and Japan, In each.of
These térntories it assumed a stight-
« Ty differént face, and even'jmages
of ithie/Buddha assumed a:local”
appearance,as may be set hee
sections of the exhibition
pm.m an overview of cach re-
gion’s sculptural styles. For exam-
ple, Tibet embraced a rather fierce
form of Buddhism, in which prose-
lytization was represented by the

*'sculpturé feached

five Jinas of conqu
one at the er, the
corners of the earth.

The one who found the most
favor in Tibet was Aksobhya, the
Eastern Conqueror, who over the
years lost the Indian aspect of his
origins:and became more upMn\
Tibetan, as in a tury brass
figure that has been remounted on
a much later stand.

The Deccans in the south of In-
dia, like the Tibetans, modified the
carly ima| uddhism having
reached that part of India about
200 years after its founder’s death.

the many southern Indian

i the exhibition, the most
perfect spiritually “is: damaged,
lacking the left hand and-forearm,
but this in no way léssens the seren-
ity of this small bronze, which re-
sembles a certain style of bronze
~uﬂpnn going on at the same peri-

— the 7th and 8th centuries —
in Byzantium.

The Chinese section has, as one
would expect, a finé selection of
Buddbhist sculpture, but it excels in
the ink and color paintings on silk

rom the 9th century. Many
the silk painting were found and
brought o England by Sir Aurel
ein, from the Dunhuang caves in
Gansu province, the
ves of the Thousand Buddhas
of Tun Huang.” Of the Buddhas in
the exhibition, none is more power-
ful than Vaisravana, the guardian
deity of the north. He is patrolling
his domain, borne above the waves
of the sea on a purple cloud. In his
hands hé bears his two attributes —
in the right, the golden halberd of
his’office; in the left, encased in a
smaller purple cloud, a stupa en-
shrining the seated Buddha. Before
is sister Sti Devi prof-
a golden bowl of flowers.
The colors of this painting areinde-
scribably subtle ‘and varied. In-
deed, it must be accounted a mas-
terpiece of Tang Dynasty art.

The Japanese section is strong in
sculpture, which need occasion no
surprise, since it was from China,
via the Buddhist kingdom of
Packche in‘ Korea, that the art of
apan. A large
gilt Buddha arrived in the form of a
gif, from the Korean king to the
Emperor Kimmei, in the mid-6th
céntury.

In 593, Crown Prince Shotoku
Taishi became regent of Japan. A
devout Buddhist, he had erected a
temple to the Heavenly Kings of
the Cardinal Points, from which
evolved the Shittenoji Temple at
Osaka. He made the Horyuji Tem-
ple, not far from Nara — then the

Deccan bronze from south-
ern India, 7th-8th century

capital city, founded by his aunt,
the Empress Suiko — the center of
early Buddhist art and architecture,
which it has remained

The Buddhist component re-
mained strong in Japanese sculp-
ture for many centuries, as witness
the lacquered and painted wood
portrait sculpture (c. 1700) of a lay
follower in Buddhist priestly guisc;
and the votive wood sculpture por-
trait made by Miwa in 1788 of he
artist Sesshu ( 06), who be-
came a Zen Buddhist monk

As Victor Harris observes in the
catalog notes on Sesshu: “His ordi-
nation_as a Zen monk occurred
when Zen Buddhism was the main
force behind traditional schools of
painting, poetry, fencing, the No
theater, flower_arrangement. and
the tea ceremony.

By way of the tea ceremony, all
lized Japanese have ingested
aesthetic and philosophical values
of Zen Buddhism. And the contem-
porary cult of Zen has imparted a
ew worldwide significance to the

Buddhist faith.

“Buddhism: Art and Faith,
Prints and Drawings Gallery and
Oriental Gallery I1, British Muse
um, Montague Place, London WC,
through Jan. 5,

Max Wykes-Joyce writes regular-
ly in the IHT on London art exhibi-
tions.
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