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Europe's Loss

The human detritus was buried or cart-
ed away. The rubble had been heaped into
piles, like unmelting snow, or trucked out
of town and dumped. Slowly the skele-
tons of Europe’s wrecked palaces, cathe-
drals and cities had emerged. The cultural
bill for Europe’s latest berserk spree was
on the table. A comprehensive picture
book, out this week (Lost Treasures of
Europe, Pantheon; $5), tots up that bill.

In painting and sculpture, the price had
been comparatively small. The Germans
had destroyed or stolen some $2,000,000,-
ooo worth of art, but most of the movable
stuff eventually turned up in cellars and
salt mines and in the private collections
of top Nazis. One first-rank painting had
been destroyed by bombing: Mantegna’s
frescoes painted on plaster in the Eremi-
tani church at Padua.

The heaviest losses in Europe’s art
museum had been architectural. Consid-
B e eringthe hail of skiot & shell; Homb and [ o e 108
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WESTERN
TO

SPOTS

On the map of Western
Air Lines’ flougishing
airways - lie sun-spots
whose sole cosmic
effects are to warm and
relax those who come
to enjoy them.

CALIFORNIA~—the
“sun” coast, with
2= gleaming miles of

bright, clean sand, rimmed
by the horizon-bound ocean.

PALM SPRINGS and
the wondrously pro-
= ductive IMPERIAL

VALLEY~—-swank,
beautiful resort towns, bor-
dered with lush canyons and
date farms and nestling
under imposing 10,000-foot
“Mt. San Jac.”

. LAS VEGAS-—gay,
gaudy, exciting,
relishing the pleas-

antly indolent air of the sun-

favored frontier town it is.

DEATH VALLEY-—
~fabled sub-floor .of
{12 W= thecontinent,where

winter’s warm and friendly
sun underlays the brilliant
colors that nature exposed.

At most, these sun spots are
just a few hours away by air.
Plan your winter vacation
now, with your air travel
agent. Use coupon for illus-
. trated booklet.
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surviving were a lot to be thankful for. But
much of the best in Western civilization
had been blown apart, and what was gone
was irreplaceable.

Spared: Paris, Rome. Some 4,000
British churches were hit. Canterbury suf-
fered glancing blows: the adjoining priory
was badly smashed;  Exeter Cathedral
took a heavy pounding. At Coventry,
scene of Germany’s first spiteful “Bae-
deker raid,”” the cathedral spire stood
alone—a stone tree in a stone desert.

In Italy, 2,500 historic buildings got in
the line of fire. The abbey atop Monte
Cassino, which St. Benedict founded in
520, was a cellar drowned in rubble. But
Rome escaped whole~-except for the
Church of San Lorenzo-putside-the-Walls,
founded by Emperor {Constantine (see

cut). The ruins of ancidnt Greece (made

genuine ruins. by. Turkish shells=m 18277
had not-been disturbed.

In France; the worst damage had-been
done in the Cherbourg-Calais-Rouen tri-
angle, during the slow, crunching offen-
sives that set up the U.S. breakthrough.
Caen had felt Montgomery’s massed artil-
lery, but its 11th Century Abbaye-aux-
Hommes survived. Rouen Cathedral was
the only major French church in partial
ruin; but it had not been nearly so hard-
hit as Reims was in World War I. From
Saint-Lo forward, U.S. guns had chopped
down church steeples to blast out snipers.

On the Eastern Front, the Germans
had been devastatingly thorough. The old.
walled Polish city of Cracow remained, in
a sea of flattened middle-European towns.
Kiev went the way of Warsaw, and with
it the onion-domed Pechersk Lavra (cave
monastery) which was the first fountain-
head of Russian Christianity (see cut).

Germany had reaped the whirlwind:
Cologne Cathedral, nicked and shaken,
stood like a mother without children, in
the dead city. Dresden’s baroque beauty
lay shattered from an aerial bombardment
in the last weeks of the war. It was as
though such medieval beauties as Darm-
stadt. Niirnberg and Hildesheim, with its
steep-gabled Butchers’ Guildhouse. had
never been. 3

Zizi Does It

Raiding a purse snatcher’s hide-out,
Paris police were startled to find a signed
Utrillo hanging on the wall. That started
them on the trail of what may be the
biggest ring of art forgers in recent years.
Last week Paris cops nabbed the artist
who forged the Utrillos: She was one Mme.
Juliette Claude La Tour—‘Zizi” to her
Montmartre friends.

Zizi, a middle-aged little lady with
brown, shoulder-length hair, was sorry to
be caught, but said she was not a bit sorry
to stop copying Utrillo. The 63-year-old
modern’s cool, empty streets thrilled her
not at all, said Zizi. It would be hard to
forge the art of her favorites, Da Vinci
and Velasquez, she said, ‘‘but my Utrillos
are better painted than the master’s.”

Unruffled, the master looked over her
imitations, found seven things wrong with
one canvas. Sample: the trees were “much
too regular and the foliage too full.”
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WESTERN
TO

SPOTS

Along the 4400 miles of
Western Air routes are
awinter piaygrounds that
are unsurpassed...just a
fewhours by Westernand
connecting airlines from
any'part of the country

if BANFF—gorgeous
8: ® and spectacular win:
— ter-wonderland

lying northern-most on
Western’s skyways.

i
=? SUN VALLEY—Nes-
5 .tled in the Western
. / side of the Rockies,

with famous JACKSON HOLE
nearby and ALTA, near
Salt Lake.

¢ COLORADO—along
the eastern Rockies,
~&== where every ice and

snow sport may be fully in-

dulged.
% YOSEMITE—Sequoia,
| Tahoe, and many
%Y new winter resorts
that are sprouting the length
of the High Sierras. 8

SOUTHERN CALIF-
ORNIA—the tower-

_ ing Sierra Madre
range gives vacationists the
happy choice of winter
sports that are only minutes
from metropolitan centers.

Plan your winter outing now,
with your air travel agent.
Use coupon for illustrated
booklet.
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