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MEMORANDUM.

The"World Council on Higher Learning in the Oriental Humanities",
founded in 1945 in Washington with the active co-operation of the
late ANANDA COOMARASWAMY and some of the most eminent Humanists

of America and Burope, which has established connections with the
highest scientific authorities in the Universities - both Catholic
and Protestant - for the purpose of promoting and intensifying the
study of Oriental Civilisations in the Western world, appeals to
the Government of the Republic of India for support in its en-
deavour to establish its main Centre in India.

It is essential to put our work under the auspices of Indian
Scholarship and to organize team - work between the Humanists of
India and those of the Western world. We need a modest house some-
where in the hills, Darjecling or Bangalorel/or any other place
which the Minister of Education would find fit for our purpose
among the numerous bungalows evacuated by the\British. /(3
Our purpose is: SO
(1) To train a small number of American and European post-

graduate students and Research scholars for specializa-

tion in Indian Cultural History, Philosophy and Art,

beginning modestly with a dozen such young scholars

willing to dedicate their lives to Indian Culture, and

who in return would be able to train young men and women

in the respective Universities for teaching Indian Cultural

History.

To organize an International Conference on the present

state of Indian and Buddhist Studies in the Western World,

# under the auspices of the most eminent Indian Scholars who
have specialized in the Philosophies and Arts of Ancient
India, This Conference should be held during the summer in
the hills, in the presence of Western Scholars - Anthropo-
logists, Ethnologists, Archaeologists, Historians of
Culture, Philosophers, etc. - to be invited to India,
some of them as delegates of their own Universities, at
their own expense. The number of such Western Scholars
should be limited to a maximum of thirty from the United
States and thirty from the Continent of Europe.

As the result of such an International Conference a new
Text - Book on Indian Cultural History should be worked out
in team work among Indian Humanists for the use of the
Universities of the Western world. The urgent necessity of
such a text-book is evident. It is essential that it should
be controlled by Indian Scholars and offered to the world
by India.

Preparations.

Preparations for the International Conference
during the summer could be immediately started, if the
Ministry of Education jointly with the Indian Universities
Commission would invite Dr.FELIX VAL¥I7to submit recommen-
dations of appropriate nature. (0 i
; A ol e =<
New Delhi \'s/ Felix Valyi
February 1st, 1950, | DR, FELIX VALYI.







MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED TO THE PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA
on February 3rd 1950.

The “World Cou on Higher Learning in the Oriental Humanities', founded in 1945 in Washingfon with
otive co-operation of the late ANANDA COOMARASWAMY and some of the most eminent
& of America and Europe, which has established connections with the highest scientifie
authorit the Universities—both Catholic and Protestant—for the purpose of promoting and
intensifying the study of Oriental Civilisations in the Western world, appeals to the Government of

the Republic of India for support in its endeayour to establish its main Center in India.

Tt is excential to put our work under the auspices of Indian Scholarship and to organize team-work betwesn
the Humanists of India and those of the Western world. We need a modest house somewhere in the
hills, Darjeeling Bangalore, of Poona or any other place which the Minister of Education would find
fit for our purpose. ;

Qur purpose is -

(1) To train a small number of American and European post-graduate students and Regearch
scholars for specialization in Indian Cultural History, Philosophy and Art, beginning modestly
with a dozen such young scholars willing to dedicate their lives to Indian Culture, and who in
return would be able to train young men and women in the respective Universities for teaching
Tndian Cultural History.

To organize an International Conference on the present state of Indian and Buddhist Studies
in the Western World, under the auspices of the most eminent Indian Scholars who have
ialized in the Philosophies and Arts of Ancient India. This Conference should be held
ng the summer in the hills, the presence of Western Scholars—Anthropologists, Hthno-
Avchmologists, Historians of Culture, Philosophers, etc. to be invited to India, mosh
delegates of their own Universities, at. their own expense. The number of suoh
sholars should be limited to a maximum of thirty from the United States and thirty

from the Continent of Earopa.

A+ the rerult of such an International Conference a new Text-Book on Indian Cultural History
should be worked out in feam-work among Indian Humanists for the use of the Universities of
the Western rld. The urgent necassity of such a text book is evident. If is essential thaf
it should be controlled by Indian Scholars and offered to the world by India.

Preparations for the Tnternational Conference during the summer could be immediately started,
if the Ministry of Education would inyite Dr. TELIX VALYI to submit recommendations of appropriate
nagure.

NeEw DELEI February 1st, 1950 DR. FELIX VALYI

EXTRACTS FROM OUR CIRCULAR DATED CHRISTMAS 1945
Washington, D. C.

Our essential aim is cultural co-operation with the Elites of the Eastern World, exohanging learning
with them—both theoretical and practical. The Nations of Asia are directly represented in our
Council and will fully participate in its Controlling Committee on equal footing. Exchange of
Scholars in all the related fields will be facilitated.

A Center for Asiatic Studies will be created in India as the cradle of the most ancient =nd mosl
significa dture of the world still magnificently alive, as a meeting place for Oriants.li_sbs
from s 0 the world, witheut any political or racial bias, under the guidance of Indian

th Western Universities on a neutral and absolutely impartial basig.

The renovarti f Humani Studies so gravely threatened by the present crisis of Western Oivi igation is &
task worthy of tk n Scholarship inasmuch as the control of the philosophical movemenf
on our planef, fhe re-discovery of the Eternal £ ual Values upon which the destiny of mankind

pends, neec inspiration of the Indian Genius so nobly incarnated by Mahatma Gandhi.

Pan-Humapi m as a Concept of Civilisation based on real knowledge, on genuine research and on gelf-less

dedi 1 60 the highest ideals is the motive force of the “Council on Higher Learning in the Oriental
Humanities” . ®
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE PROJECTED CENTRE OF
COMPARATIVE PHILOSOPHY
AND
CULTURAL HISTORY
IN INDIA

1. The Centre of Comparative Philosophy and Cultural History should
be established in the hills, in/8iml4 or Poona, in a bungalow with
approximately 30 rooms, for the purpose of housing and training
foreign postgraduate students and research scholars in Indian Cultural
History, Archaeology, Ethnology, Anthropology, Art History and
Philosophy, besides linguistic studies essential for the specialis-
ation in the various fields of the Humanities.

V- B%}&Qﬂ-\
2, American and European students willing to specialise smad to
dedicate their lives to India should first undergo a period of
acclimatisation and assimilation preparatory to their special training
in the Universities of India to which they will be assigned. Such
preparation should include introductory lectures and informal dis-
cussions in a sort of Seminar under the guidance of competent
Scholars from various parts of India, who could join the Centre
during the summer in the hills and live with the foreign students in
order to enable them to attain a better understanding of Hindu
mentality. After a few months of preparation, the foreign students
should be assigned to those Indian Universities in which their
specific studies could be best pursued.

3. Such a preparatory Centre Is essential before the Pulbright Act
could be implemented, as experience shows that isolated foreign
students submerged in a strange environment, without proper guidance
and spiritual care are in danger of going astray and being estranged
from the country in which they are supposed to study and work.

4, The Centre should also serve to organise the first International
Conference on the present state of Indian and Buddhist Studies in the
Western World during the er of 1960, under the auspices of the
Indian Government, and help to prepa the ground for a new text-book
on Indian Cultural History, to be offered to the Universities of the
Western World after carefully organized team-work among the most
eminent Humanist of India. Dr.Felix Valyi has prepared material for
such a text-book, and is prepared to edit it in collaboration with
Indian Scholors to be selected for this purpose, according to their
specific fields in Philosophy, Religious Sociology and Psychology,
Archaeology, Ethnology, Cultural Anthropology and Art History. The
Study of Hindu Art and Symbolism must be emp §ised as the key to the
Hindu Mind.

Se The American Students to be selected for Indian Studies will
need a Centre in order to get acquainted on the spot with the social
and spiritual atmosphere of India before they are assigned to the
various Universities of the Indian subcontinent. They will need
intellectual and spiritual guidance which such a Centre could offer.
They could live with a group of selected Indian students and have an
opportunity to hear Indiap-Scholars who - during the summer - could
easily join the Centre in“fimt= or Poona. The Government of India
could delegate those Government Servants ong its best brains who
are willing to spend a few weeks with the Centre and help in initia-
ting foreign students into the probl India and explain the
various aspects of cultural transfor i of her ancient civilisa-
tion,







B The Centre should remain under Indian Control, on a supranation-
al plane, admitting students and research scholars from all
countries, and avoid all one-sided nationalistic aims, and only
offer its services to Pulbright Plan as a cooperative movement

of the spirit excluding politics and economics from its Scope,

in such a way that Indian Cultural History in the spirit of the
pure Humanities should not be affected by the controversies of the
times in which we live, This is an essential condition of the
success of the Centre and both Americans and Buropeans should
realise that our purpose is togork on the highest spiritual and
intellectual plane,

7 To achieve our purpose, the bungalow and the maintenance of the
Centre with a Secretariate should be offered by the Indian Govern-
ment, on a modest scale. The Centre will grow in time from small
beginnings into an Institute and become a School of the Humanities.

8. In the long run such an International School of the Humanities,
embracing Archaeology, Ethnology, Anthropology, Religious Sociology
and Psychology, as well as Art History and Philosophy must be
organised in order to save the Humanities from oblivion in the
world, in which it has become extremely difficult to find young nen
and women willing to dedicate their 1ivss to such studies. One of
the practical tasks of such an InternationalSchool of the Humanities
should be to help India in her cultural transformation the result
of which may and probably will determine the future of mankind.,

To safeguard the highest spiritual values of India is the concern
of the whole world,

9., The study of the primitive tribes ( the Hill Tribes ) of India
is another task for such a school, which must train young Hindu
men and women for field anthropology among the matriarchal tribes
which desrve close attention of Anthropologists and who certainly
deserve care of the Indian Republic more than ever.

10. The financing of such an International School of Humanities

can be left to the future, provided that a beginning is nade one

Centre, as an organ of stimulation and impetus to the world- wide
interest in the cultural transformation of Hindu Society.

374@;(% o
New Delhi,

February 8th 1950 (Felix Valyi)
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE PRQJEC[‘ED CENTRE OF
COMPARATIVE PHILOSOPHY AND CULTURAL HISTORY IN INDIA
(Submitted to the Ministry of Education on Feb. 8th, 1950)

1. 'The Centre of Comparative Philosophy and Cultural History should be established in the hills,
in Poona or Bangalore, in a bungalow with apy imately 30 rooms, for the pirpose of housing and training
foreign postgraduate students and research scholars in Indian Cualtural History, Archmology, Ethnology,
Anthropology, Art History and Philosophy, besides linguistio studies essential for specialisation in the
various fields of the Humanities.

2. American and’European students willing to specialise and to dedicate their lives to India should
first undergo a period of acclimatisation and assimilation prep: ry to their speci ining in the
Universities of India to which they will be assigned h preparation should include introd y lectures
and informal discussions in & sorfi of Seminar under ths guidance of ¢ ) slars from various parts
of Tndia, who could join the Centre during the summe: hi 1 live with the foreign students i
order to enable them to attain a better understanding of Inc nia A few months of preparatio
the foreign students should be assigned to those Indian Univer 33 W, their spscific ssudies could
be best pursued.

3. Such a preparatory Centre is essential before the Fulbright Act eould be implemented, ag
experience shows that isolated foreign students submerged in & strange environment, without proper guidance
and spiritual care are in danger of going astray and being estranged from the country in which thay are
supposed to study and work.

4. The Centre should serve to organise the first International Conference on the present state of Indian
and Buddhist Studies in the Western World during the summer of 1950, under the auspices of the I
Government, and help to prepare the ground for a new text-book on Indian Cultural History, to be oifered
to the Universities of the Weste World after carefully organized team-work among the most emine
Humanists of India. Dr. Felix Valyi has collected material for such a text-book, and is prepared to edi
it in' collaboration with Indian Scholars to be selected for this purpose, according to their specific fislds
in Philosophy, Religious Sociology and Psychology, chmology, Ethnology, Cultural Anthropology and
Art History. The;Study of Hindu Art and Symbolism must be emphasised as the key to the Indian Mind.

5. The American Students to be selected » Indian Studies will need a Centre in order fo
get acquainted on the spot with the social and spiritual atmosphere of India before they are assigned
to the various Universities of the Indian subcontinew They will need intellectual aud spiritual guidance
which such a Ceutre could ofter. y could live with a group of selected Indian students and have
an opportunity to hear i Schols who—during the summ ould easily join the Centre in Bangalore
or Poona. The Governmont of Ind uld , H p 6 ants among 1t8 best brains
who are willing to spend a few w G elp in inifiating foreign studencs into
the problems of India and jexplain the the cultural transformation of her ancienf
civiligation.

6. The Centre should remain under Indian Control, on a supranational plane, admitting
students and research scholars from all countries, and avoid all one-sided nationalistic bias, and only
offer its services to the Fulbright Plan as a cooperative movement of the spirit, excluding politios
and economics from its scope, in such a way that Indian Cultural History in the spirit of the pura
Humanities should not be affected by contemporary political controversies. This is an essenfial con-
dition of the success of the Centre, and both Americans and Europsans should realise thay our
purposs is to work on the highest spiritual and intellectual plane.

7. To achieve our’purpose, the bungalow and the maintenance of the Centre with a Sepret&riata
should be' offered _by the Indian Government, on a modest scale. The Centre will grow in time from
small beginnings {into- an Institute and become a School of the Humanities.

8. In the' long run guch an International School of the Humanities, embracing Archaeology,
Ethnology, Anthropology, Religious Sociology and Psychology, as well as Art History and Philosophy
must be organised in order to save the Humanities from oblivion in the world, in which it has
b“"DFﬂS extremely difficult to find young men and women willing to dedicate their lives to such
studies. One of the practical tasks of such an Infernational School of the Humanities shoald to
help India in her cultural transformation, the result of which m and probably will, determir
luﬁulr; of mankind. To safeguard the highest spiritual values of India is the concern of the w
world.

9. The study of the primitive tribes (the Hill Tribes) of India is another task for such a
school, which must train young Indian men and women for field anthropology among the matriarchal
bribes which deserve the cloge attention of Anthropologists and certainly need the help of the Indian
BRepublic more than ever.

., 10. The financing of such an International School of the Humanities can be left to the future,
provided that a beginning is made with our Centre, as an organ of stimulation and impefus 0 the
world-wide interest in the cultural transformation of Indian Society.

New Delhi, Fobruary 8th 1950. Dr. FELIX VALYI
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\
COUNCIL ON HIGHER LEARNING IN THE ORIENTAL HUMANITIES

A non-profit mal:ing Cultwral and Bdveational Association for the Promotion of
Basie Knowledgs on Bastern Civilixations.

Founder & Director :
PELIX VALY[

It is suggested—iftor years of preliminary conversations and discussions with educational leadors in Europe,
Asia and America—to organize an “Imthuivereigy Association for the promotion O forrrs knowledgs
in the Oriantal Humanities” with spscial emphasis on the Philosophies - and Religions of Asia, distinot
from the ¢,nvensional one-sided philologio«l studies, ang g3sonvially based on the sociologioal gng
eultural-x.ishropologioal approach to Oriental Civilizati dalibarately humanistic in jtg 21m, embra—
cing Archasology, Arb History, Ethnology, as well a8 Literature and Poefry, ag 68xXprassions of Oriant g}
Thought and Life.

AIMS

1. To resume team-work among the Orientalists of the world.

2. Tore-examine and to survey the intellectual heritage of the Near East, the Middle East, Chinga, India.
sud the Far Eastern world in goneral.

3. To re-evaluate the influence of the Orient on the intellectual history of mankind ag s whole, as
distinot from political and economic history.

To examine in a soientific and philosophical 8pirit the bagio concepts of Oriental Sooieties, Philogo=
phies and Religions, with a view to asoertaining the valuable elements in Orienta] traditions of
thinking and feeling.

To survey the present state of the Asiatic mind, as well as the impact of Western Oivilization on the
eultural transformation of the Orient.

To pre ave the maferial through carofully selaoted experts organized for team-work, for textbooks on
the hiy 1<t 10 on Adiatio Philogophies and Fine Arts, 25 a tool for further research in thg field of
Comparaive Studies,

To prom sia gar kinowledgs in the Occident of the fundamental values in Oriental Thought, in the
light of Jiuy o=t oultures of ths Hast, ag re-infe sbed by Scholars of the highaat intelleotual
rank wh, /iped thro igh their own tradisions in the way in which Western Scholars start life in their
own  ciltiral traditions, although frained in the modern critical mefthod of conseienfious
investigasion .

To exchange information on planning Oriental Rasearch, to plan athnological, archmological
and historisal research in the Orient, and to publish resulfs of such research in a Quaarterly under
the title “SYNTHRESTS" for tha diffusiou of ney knowladge about the ancien oultures of Asia in tha
whole world,

To establish ouy main Coantre in Tndia with & view to organizing ~ an International Sohool
o ,‘?,np‘;mhxva Philosophy and Cultural History. A (s dsiatica in  Roms is planned for
Asiatic Scholars visiting Rurope.

Ths B_)arl of Tl"l-i‘:‘ﬁax' of the Assooiation should consist of genuine scholars and broad-minded publio leaders
in the edusational field, willing fo 8ponsor our plan, men of the highest intellectual rank, with the main
emphasis on scholarship, not achievements in the business world, carefully saleoted among all the

Orieqt‘,&_l nations with the right to co-ops Western membors who approve our program withoug
reskrictions,

The Couneil on Higher Learning in the Oriental Humanities intends to preserve its full infellectual indepan-
8noo; it wxl! bs geli~parpeumnin_f,', frae from ezonomio pressures, entiraly relying on voluntary oontriby-
tions, to which no Tesiricting conditions should be attached,

The Couneil w:!" nob be affiliate{ ¢o any ohurch, sect or political and economic interests.

To train “cult jra ™ isionaries” for the immensely difficult and long-range task of spiritual understanding
between tng Oriy 8 e Occident on (/e nrghest level of sehy Aarship,—to work out in long years of
study a nsy universally valid coneept of civilization, baged on real knowledge, not on meaningless
slogang, b ., Ol gsnuine research, such is our programme.
The revision of onr fundament,

5 al notions of what consbitutes a ‘‘civilized mind”, of our erroneous conoephs
colored wih ;he racial g

upariority complex of the so-called ‘“‘whife man’, must start immediately in

every Todponsible leader’s mind, if we want to permeate future generations with ideas based on the
noblest tradisions of the human spirit under all geographic and spiritual olimates.

In the light, of Oriental Learning of the constructive kind as developed in the last 150 years by the greatest

!lAUImllxsby of all nations, the Council on Higher Learning in the Oriental Humanitiss considers its task &

vital one in the Present crisis of mankind, and appeals to all those who appraciate the valuable sources

of Eastern Humenism, 80 woefully neglected by the academio syorld of the West.

New Delhi Hsbruary, 1950, DR. FELIX VALYT,
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