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1. STALIN'S GENERAL PLAN FOR THE T: ANSFOTMALTION OF RUZZIa.
8y S. Strumilin,
llember of the hczdemy of Sciencec of the USERe

In ares =nd populstion tssrist Russie rsnkeéd smong the lescing greast
oowers of the world, but voliticelly, economiczlly gnd in respect of cultural
develooment she wes, s is well known, extremely bsckwsrd. Russie wes sn
sgricultursl country, snd in her sgriculture oreponderatec the primitive
wooden plow. With her vest expznses, she sufferec¢ from rosdlescnesc. The
large mzeses were illiterste, the orecs wes stifled Dy censorshipe. There
wse en acute hunger for books, schools, medicel services end culturezl
smenities. As stzte” by Lenin, Ruessis wes & bzckwerd ecountry, its equipment
with mocern instruments or oroduction reprecenting one-tourth thet of
Lnglsnd, one-sixth thest of Germeny znf one-tenth thest of Americe.

The sdversities of the "orls Wer en? tae Civil "er, which covered a
period of six yeers, from 1914 to 1940, nzturslly could not <o avay with
Russia's econoaic bzckwzrdness. Wheress in the United Stztes the volume
of industrizl orocuction in those six yesrs increzcec by Z6k, in the terri-
tory covered by Soviet Russie it dropped by 86%. Sut curing thet period
Russia cast off the yoke of Tserdom znd leid the foundsztione of & most
sdvsnced democrecy. This opened tne wsy for the Lend of Soviete to bring
into plsy the sdvantzges of plsnned economy for the Aevel :pment of its new
economnic systeui.

The old systen hzd been cemoliched to ite foundstions, =nd on its
ruine it wae still necesssry to buile the new huge stricture of unseen
srchitecture. Thet crestive design hs” to be out into execntion uncer
confitions of economic competition vith the ol? systen etill Fominsting
the entire encirclement, snd st the szue time it wse nececsery to zesr dn
mind the opossibility of extremely dengerous non-economnic interference on
the pzrt oif thet encirclement. "Perish or drive full steam ghezc!" -~ thst,
in Lenin's opinion,wse the alternztive presented by history. "Either perish
or overtzke anc outstrio the zdvenced countries economniczlly s well" --thet
wes the tzsk set before the Soviet system by Lenin s& fzr bzck egc the yesr
1917. The fects show thet this system hzs scguitted itsell with honour of
the tssk to end Russis's economic bsckwsriness.

The first blueprint for Ruscis's economic trensforaszticn on the
techniczl besis of the country's electriricstion, known sz& the GOWLRO Plen,
wge drawn up immedistely siter the terminstion of the Civil %zr, when
Lenin was still zlive. Approved by Lenin end Stelia s endorees in 1%2l,
thzt generzl plsn, which lookec 10 to 15 yesrec shesd, ®izs reg=rdes by msny
&s utopisn. Foreign finenciers menitested no n-rticulezr inclinstion to
invest in soviet loszns anc conceczions, gné the Stete-ownec enterprises
of Soviet Ruscis seemed too nerrow & bzsePorovide sutticient sccumul=tion
for such stisendous trasnsformstions. It Soon becsme clezT, hovever, thzt
under con~itions of olsnaed economy thzt nerrow bzse contzined within
itcelf vzst notentiszlities for exvznsion. Its notentizlities rer exceede”
our most optimistic czlculestione zné drognoses. 3ut it wzs only seversl
yeers lster, after Lenin'es behests ens the hooes of the peonle, thzt these
notentizlities became fully indicsted.

Today the entiXSFihows Stzlin's fsmed Five-Yeer Plsne, which enlsrged
upon the GOELRO T'lan Znd most fully enc concretely embofied Stzlin's
grest generzl nlsn for the trenetormstion of bsckwers msciz into zn
s6van country.
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The principsl features znd idess of this plen -~ the incustrislizetion
of the country snd the collectivizstion of zgriculture on the besis of
mocern mechinery -- hzve sglrezdy been zccomnlished. St=1in's ifez ot
nstionzl and reciezl ecuelity en? brotherhood zmong the neooles of the USSR
within the fresmework of s single federcstion hece become the lew of the
country sn: is embodied in the Stslin constitution, which is the most
democratic in the world. Furthermore, the brotherhood zimong peoples hecs
been expressed not only in politicel equslity, but in economnic mezsures
to help the more beckward republice catch up with the more szavenced ones,
by resolutely shifting investments in economic develooment irom “est to
BEzst -- beyond the Volgs zn? the Urels. Crest progress hzs zlso been made
towsrd accomplishing Stslin's plen of & cultural revolution in work end
everydsy life, securing for the working masses the enjoyment of humen
culture sn?d &ll its benefits.

.Expenditures on educction incressed 24-f0ld &s compe=res with exvenciture
in Tserist Ruscie., Illiterscy hecs been completely eliminctec. In 19-c over
47 million young peoole in the USSR etiended school eni college, with the
number of college students zlone double their nuinter in Gerazny, Itsly
and Jspsn combined. Over 1,800,000 engineers enc technicicns were grecusted
from snecigl scheools znc colleges in one deczde., willions of workers have
attained & nigh level of productivity of lsbour anc have cecome Stekhznovites
Weges in the Soviet Union constently increesed even in yezre when they
Géropped in other countries. The Soviet Union has over 10,000 newsn:zners
published in 70 lenguesges, enc gn annuzl book production embrseing zbout
50,000 titles in 111 lzngusges. All that is evicence of the grezt orogress
made in the period of the Stzlin Five-Yeer Plans.

We know thet the first Five-Yesr Plgn for the develonmnent of Soviet
econony srousec 2 grezt dezl of sceonticism sbrozd. It wee desceribed zs
fentzstic, en” some szif it thst it couldn't be sccomolichec even in fifty
yeers, Nevertheless, thet plan, which considerzbly exceeder the wrovisions
of the GOELRO Plen,wss czrried out without sny sssistznce crom toreign
fingnciers, end even zhesd of schedule -- by the end ot 1832. After the
first Five-Yesr Plsn followed the seconc znd then the thirc. The country
mustered sufficient resources to finence the plsns. The investaents in
Soviet econouy cduring the 1928-32 period resched 51,000 nillion rubles, as
ageinst 11,000 million rubles in the 1$23-27 period. In 1933-57 the invest-
ments smounted to 115,000 million rubles, and the thir~ five-Yesr Plan
cslled for en investment of 181,000 million rubles. The zctuzl investments
prior to the wezr, in the yesrs 1938-40 gmounted to 108,000 rublec.

Alresdy efter the first Five-Yesr Plan Joseph Stzlin wes sble to sum
its results in the following stetement: "Luring this period the USSR has
become radiczlly transformed and hzs czst off the integument of bsckwardness
end mecdievslism. From an egrerizn country it hss become en industriczl
country. From & lsn? of smell indivicuel ggriculture it hee become & land
of collective, lerge-scele, mechznized ezgriculture. ¥rom zn igncrsnt,
illiterste snd uncultured country it hss become -- or rather it is becoming--
=z literste encd cultured country covered by & vest network or higher,

“intermidiste znf elementzry schosls teaching in the lznguesges oi the
netionzlities ot the USSR",

In 1033, when Hitler czme to power, the Berlin Konjuktur Institute
sounced the elzrm thst the USSR had outstrip:ed Germsny in volume of
industrizl output. Indeed, while in Germzny the output of incustry in the
perio¢ between 1928 and 1932 hed drooner nezrly te 2 hslf, in the USSR
it hed more thzn doubled, with the result thzt it left both Gerineny snd
¥Frznce behind. Here is snother eloguent fzct. In the Unitecd Stetes, =s
the result of the crszsh in 19¢9, the nunber of unemnloye, zccorsing to
estimstes of the AF of L increzsed by 1932 from 1,884,000 to 1z,182,000.

In the USSR the number of unemployed during the s-me neriod Arecnped from
gbout 1,500,000 to nil. The stes~ily growing Aemznd for lszbour oower put
5n end to unemployment. In this connec-ion it is nertinent to reczll that
in 1213 the number of workers snd office employees in the territory now
covered by the USSR wss only 18,700,000. Sy 1958 their number hz~ incressed
to 17,300,000; by 1832 to £2,900,000; by 1857 to 27,000,000 zn& by 1940,
the lest pre-wsr yesr, to 80,800,000. Perticulzrly notzble wszs the incresse
in the numoer of industriel workers, wnich more then treblec in the course
pf one gecade. Thzt wes & growth unprecedented in sny ol the zdvsncec
eountries ot the “est. At the seme time this lsbour ermyy reeculoped with
up-to-date mschinery on the bezsis of elecetric nowver cevelooment, out-
stripoed the countries of the West zlso in the raste of increzse of lsbour
profuctivity. Wheress in Fnglsnd znd Germeny, for instsnce, the znrusl
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output per worker increszsed during the veriod 1828-37 by only 11-12 percent,
in the USSR it increzsed during the szme neriod by 150 oercent. Further,
wheress in Germsny the totsl volume of incustrisl outout ian the &5 yesrs
trom 1912 to 1938, despite intense prepsrstion for war, incressec oaly
%1.8 percent, in the USSR the incresse during the s-me perio” zmountes tu
908.8 oercent. In 1940, two yesrs lester, the volume or infustrisl outnut
in the USSR wes elresdy more then tenfold lerger then in 1¢l:.
55 the resnlt of the zccomplicshment of Stzlin's olsn for the trsns=-
formsticn of Russisz, the Soviet Unicn edvznced to first »lzce in Europe,
its totzl output exceeding not only thet of Ritler Gerueny, but tne combined
outout of Germeny, Ltsly snd Jspsn. As regards the oroportion of mechinery
construction in the totzl output the USSR zdvenced to tirst plzce in the
worl~ even beiore the wer, the.outout of mechines during the <oviet perior
hzving incressed more then 50 times. This hze proved to e z msjor fsctor
in the wzr, in which engines plzsy such z big oert.
Succecssrul ocefence, however, reguires not cnly engines, but foor.
The sin:ly of fooc hzss been kept on zn sdeguste level thenks to the
collectivization of the countryside ia line with Stzlin's plasn. This collee-
tivizztion hes grestly imoroved the pmsperity o: the fsraers en- foubled
the output of ferm procuce.
And the Stezlin policy with regsrd to netionelities, counle” -ith the
ciltursl revolation in our céountry of most orogressive “emcerscy, hes
~iven us something thst ie¢ even more veluzble then £953° zn~ aschinery. It
s given us the high morele of the Red Army end the inseversble unity
fighting front zn~ the home front throughout the length and
brez~th of th: malti-nztionzl country. Thet is why when the Fescist
cgpressor countries deciced to pees on frou gesceful competition in the
economic sphere to sherper rorue of contest with sras ia hsné they
received z craening rebufl,
Stalin's economic poliey hes thus proved to be ¢ ¢

resignter pre-
regaisite ior the secomplishaent of Stelin's streteg;, too
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II. RURAL RLACTRTFICATION IN TH
by Engineer G. Suslop
Hees of the Rurel Electrificztion Jej aent of the Pecole's
the UESH,

dhe introduction of electricity in. zgricilture degs:
October Revolition of 1917. Before the Revolution there -ere
80 electriczl instesllstions in rursl districts, zn”® those cgerveds
estztes znd were used only for lighting ourooses.

The first Tiorls “er snd the three yezre of Civil er thst rollowes
it greztly uncerminec the teckwsre incducstriec of teerist Russie zn” her
ggricaltuire, Wevertheless the Soviet Government begen from its very inceptio:rn
to cevote crnsi~ersble sttention to the soiszding of electricity in the
countrysire. Vlecimir Lenin, when he set uo & comuiesinsn to ~rsw un
g nlen tor the electrificztion ot Ruseciz, mz~e z pziticulsr point of the
necessity or rurel electr:ficztion.

In 1¢%1 the firet rurzl hyAro-electric power plent wss tuilt with
Lenin's ~irect zi” on the river Lams in the Iistrict ot Volckolemsk,
Moscow Re-zions. It wes known zs the Yzrcpole Hycroeleetric Power Fls=nt
an® cservec 17 villzges, 10 elementecry echccls one wmid<le echo-l, = chilAren's
sznetorium znc & nuager of coooerztive fzet-ries. Lenin personzlly ettended
the opeaing of the Yeropole olznt zn~ in his zA*ress on thzt occzsion
czllec uvon the pezsznte to baild smell hydroelectric olznte in the villesgee.

Indiviciszl oeasent rerus couls not uncerteke the construction zn”
utilizst-on of power instelletions on zny sporecicble scsle. It was only
efter 1920, when feruing beczme lsrgely collectiviser, thet the construction
of rarsl electric power plents z:sume” wice »voportions. This conetriction
wes grestly stimulster by the reoic fevelopaent of industry =n” the building
of lezrge in~ustriel osover ol:znts with extensicas into rurcl Aistricte.

The Goviet Union acoun”s ii wster-oower resourcess In aost of the
districte ot the country there is encugh wzter oower for the c-netruction
of lsrge &nd smell h)sroelectric plzntc. Collective fasras, singly or in
groups, ther-tore begen to b.il< emell hy-roelectric plznt=. Just before
the beginuing o: the precent grest Pstriotic 7sr, there -ere over 7,000
rorel electric ccwer instelletions, with zoout ten tanouszns collective
ferams zn~ severzl thoussn~” mecoinetrzetor stztions znd stezte tzras electri-

fied. The c-nsuaption ot electricity in szgricilture z.gregetec stout 500
wil'ioa kewehs z yeer.
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Electricity ceme to be usec widely in the rurel districts not only
for lighting =n” househols purposesy .but in sgriculturzl orocuction -- in
threshing, weter supoly, irrigetion, foccer procuction; cow milking, sheep
tleecing, incubation etc. In 1940 there were over 4000 electric threshing
instsllstions in operetion during the hsrvest season. In sowe regions and
districts rurzl electrificstion wes. spnrosching the 100 percent merk. The
Dnieper Hydroelectric Power Plant slone supdlied electricity to 433
collective ferms. In fect, the regions of Lniepropetrovsk sné Zaporozhye
were slresdy neerly g 100 percent electrified. .n

In 1940 slso.most of the collective farms in the neighbourhoor of
large cities znd intustrizl centres were electrifies. The collective
farms in the neighbourhoor of Moscow, Leningrsd, Kiev, Xhsrkov, Gorky,
Sverclovsk employed electricity in most of their fsrming zctivity.

The 1243“plsn czlled for the construction of 450 rurszl hydroelectric
sower vlznts, ezch serving 4-5 collective fzrms. In zd~ition it was plznned
to reequip nunerous flourmills to serve es hydroelectric plents zns to
build extensions fron industriel power plsnts to rurel Ristricts.

The sttzck of fzscist Germsny interfered with the fulfilment ot the
originzl olzne of rursl electrificetion, It must be notes, however, thest
despite the wertime con~i-ions the collective fermg of the centrsl end
ezstern sections of the country dic not suspend the wor. of building
electric oower instsllstions. As & mztter of fzet the construction of
rural electric vcower plznts msde consicersble hezdwey in the Uzbek, Tsjik,
Kszakh snc Georgisn Soviet Sociszlist Republics znd in the lzghestzn znd
Udmurt Autonomous Soviet reoublics.

Since the teginning of the war over 20 rursl electric nower nlznts
suopnlying electricity to more then 100 collective fezrms heve been built
in the Uzbek S5R. In the Tsjik SSR the construction of 15 rursl hydroelectri g
power pvlznts wes begun in 1€41. In the Georgisn SR the Alszzn Hydroelectric
Power Plent of 6.00 kilowstt cepecity, completed znd oput into operstion
in 1943, sunolies most of its output of electricity to the tinned food
infustry en the wineries of collective faras.

The collective ferms sre fully swasre of the zAvzntzges of the use of
electricity in ferming, enc we,therefore, witness sn ever wicening movement
emong thea to mcke use oif zvsilsble wzter power resources to Luile
hydroelectric power plsnts. As & rule the work is done by the collective
fermers themselves, enc the construction of such slznts ususzlly tzkes not
more thsn a yesr enc in some c:zses gs little zs 4 to 3 months. To encourage
this initiztive of the collective farms, the Government grznte them specisl
credits through the Agricultursl Bznk end esunolies thea ecuionent anr
meterisls. 4 specizl orgenizetion, the Rurcl nlectrificstion lenertment
of the People's Comnisszrist of Agriculture of the USSRy provines the
collective farus techniczl 8i¢ ané leszdershin in frzving up projects, in
the construction enc in the instzllztion of vower ol:snts. The offices of
this ergesnizestion in the various regions, territories snd republies cerry
out the work on the bssis of sgreement vith the resoective collective ferms.

In 1945 it is plznned to built £300 rurzl hycroelectric power plasnts.
In & number of regions zn® reoublics the worx hes glrezdy stzrtec, The
Sverclovsk Region, for exsmnle, will builf with the hels of incustriel
enterprises 200 rurazl hydroelectric sower plente which will euvply electri-
city to 900 collective ferns; in the Yeroslevl Region 50 plents will be
built, in the Uzbek SSR 30C, in the Leningrzd Region 30, etc.

In the Ryezesn Region 37 collective farms Joined to build & 700
kilowstt hycroelectric power slent on the Oks River.

In the Georgizn SSR work hes stzrted on the construction of the
Tiripol hycéroelectric olent of 4000 kwt cgpecity, which will suonly
current to 150 collective ferms.

_ The Rursl Electritication Depsrtment of the Peognle's Comnmieserist of
Agricalture of the USSR hes workec out type projects for hydroelectric
structures sn” trznsmicsion lines. :

. In order not to overburcen the infustriec engzged in wer prosucticn,
hycroelectric plznts up to & 10U HP czpzcity ere suonliec with simplified
wedden-blace hyrroturbines deviger by Prof. Sokolov, zn: with Frzncis!
welded hyoroturbines pertected by the 411-Union Hydro-Fngineering Institute.

. The Institute of ilechsnizstion zn® Llectrificetion of Agricalture has
devisec a wmixec system of electricity distrioution with the goaliecstion
of single-phsse trenc-formers snc single=phzse engines.

In the regions sn® cistrietg wnich were overrun by the German invaders,
the latter s & rule wpecked ell pup-l Jower instzlletins, Todsy the
collective farmers in the liberztec ereszs, with Governaent aid sn~ the
&ssistance of socizlist incustry, sre nzking gooA the dsmege csused by
the fescist, vendals to rursl electririestion. In the regions of Moicow,
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Tuls, Kzlinin enc Stelingrad sll the wreckec power instezllztiam hzve
elresdy been restored. The Yasropole Hydroelectric Plant in the Moscow
Region, which the Germans hed wrecked, wss fully restored slreecy in 1g43.
In the Leningred Region six hydroelectric plants blown up by the Germsns
before their retrezt were restorec in 1944, In North Cauessus 1l hydro-
electric vlante were put into operaticn in 1944, Considersble progress has
been msde in the restoration of electrical power plznts in the Ukrzine,
Belorussiez end in the Crimez.

The collective fzrming system in the Soviet countrvside has stood
the t est of the war snd hzs demonstrated its sbility not only to heel the
wounds inflictec by the Germezn invzders on sgriculture but also to expand
ggriculture on the bssis of advenced technique znd meximum electrificetion.

IITI. ECONCMIC VICTORIES.
by N. Petrov.

The pest yeer effords the reviewer, both militery sn econouic, a
grester weelth of meteriecl to treet then zny of the ovrevious yeers of war,
It has been & perticalsrly big yesr in every respect. First znd foremost
it saw 8ll oi cSoviet territory liberetec from the inveders. The ground tor
this military victory of the Soviet Union wes lzid by its econumic viectory,
while tne tormer introduced rediczl chenges in the economic situtsticn
end ooened new opportunities for the further development of Soviet economy.

Look bzek & yeer znc recsll where the frontline wes &t thet time.
Accorfing to the war bulletin of the Soviet Informstion Buresu ror BDecember
31, 1943, tighting wass going on in the Nevel, Vitebsk-Orshes sné Zhitomir
areas and in the Lnieper bend west of Zsporoshye. Todsy sll these sreas
gre fer behind the trontlines.

A yesr zgo the whole burden of the wer rested on the ezstern enc
central industriel snc egricultursl sreszs of the Soviet Union. Tremendous
steppe exvgnses in the Ukregine were still in enemy hends. The Gerumsns were
no longer in & nocition to get enything out of the Krivoi Rog snd Nikovol
ore fields, but their weelth hzd not yet been returncé to th: Soviet Union.
Bcloruseia znd the Bszltic republics were hels by the Germesas

The past yeer hss comoletely chsnged the oicture.

Todsy the Soviet Union is once more in nossesisn of gll its territories,
gnd in spite of the incredible demsge ~one by the eneny, the libersted
arezs hszve zlreedy msde themselves felt in the economic tzlly sheet for
the yesr. As z metter of fzct, one of the outctazn-ing fezturee of 1944
wes the resingtion by the redeemed srecs of nrorfiction ior tne front.

The Lonbss, to wreck which the Germans employed zll their engineering
skill snd which sufiered more then zny other cozl field in this or eny other
wWal'y today has reeched one-third of its pre-wer procduction. This is of
tremendous significence. The Ukreiniszn reilways, which serve the southern
sector of the front, operzte on Donbze cozl. One could very well ssy thet
by liberzting the Lonbzas the Red Army opened itself the rozd to Budzpest.

Neither tnis nor past wzrs hsve seen the resource:s oi territories
redeemed from the enemy put to use in such quick time. ioreover, in no
orevious wer hes eny srmy wrezked such dzmzge zs the Germens éid on the
territories they seized.

The beginning of the regenerztion ol tne Lonbas end the restorstion
of rzilway trensport hzve contributec both to the successtul oftensive offen=-
sive ot the Re¢ Army znd the rehzbilitstion of other fields of Nszi-wrecked
industry. Theceversl dozen blazst znd open-hesrth furnsces restsrted in
the Donbss, slthough they hzve not reached cesoseity yet, zlrescdy nroduce
tens of thousends of tons of pig iron end steel. To restert them, however,
required more then the ettorts of the iron =nd steel mea themcelves.
Collieries, iron ore sn® mengenese minres, refrzctory works, coke ovens,
electric power ststions and power trznsmicsion lines, water sunply systeams
and housing accommocztions ror thousands of workers hs- to be recon~itionec.
The promotion of the restoretion of infustry, vsrticulerly the heavy
industry of the Ukrzine, is perhzps the most imoortsnt economic Aevelopment
of the yezr.

Restorstion, however, hess not been limited to infustr: alone, Intensive
work hss been going on to rehsbilitste zgriculture zs well. Moreover, the
gifficulties in this respect heve zlrezdy been overcome. Sutfice it to
point out thet the Ukrezine this yesr sowed sne hzrvested three-tfourths of
her pre-wer grzin sn~ industrisl crop zres,

The total sres under cropns thmoughout the USSR this yesr increased
by 12 million hecteres ( s hectzre equsls 2.47 screc). sll of which smounts
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to that sgriculture hss liveé through its most
ferms of the liberster areas hgve plsyed their

In reviewing the rehzbilitztion work done dur
striking ot all its &spects is the speed with C
Nothing like it was schieved during the restorstion WIS
the first world wer either in Russia or, for exsmple in Fra

What accounts for the oresent rehsbilitation psce in our
plenned econouysy the concentrstion of gll resources in tpe hendS :
state and able utilizstion of these resourcess Another highly imoortant
fasctor is the morsl one, the fect that ell sections of Soviet society are
deeply interestec in the speediest rehsbilitsttion of waT-dzmeged economy.
The Germens could vwreck mines, but they could not bresk the spirit of the
miners. Secsuse of this the day efter tine liberstion of the Lonbss, for
instence, its niners begzn producing double and treble thelr.celly guotezsy
its women volunteered for work in the collieries to help their hugbandg,
veteran miners returned to work inetezd of teking edvantege of tnelr'prlvi-
lege to rest int heir olé szge, enc youngsters who hzd never seen £ mine
before begzn to vie with the 0ld gu=rd of colliers on the Job.

If the liberzted zrezs helpec sunoly the Red Army, it 1s the zrezss
deep in the interior thet h=ve been the msinst:=y of the Soviet Uniog's
economy during this ye=r =& they were in previous yezrs of wer, Repid
develooment of industry #nd sgriculture h-s continued in the'Volg= 5 oL
the Urals, viberia, K=z-khstan snd Central Asia. Not for e single day has
the construction of new wsI plants, iron enc steel works, coel mines snd
power cspscities been ciscontinued. : : : :

The salient festure of industrizl development in the interior this
year has been the growth of oroductivity of labour. The Urele, for instance,
zs a result of incressed productivity elone has boosted its outout by
20-26%. The question here is of both more efficient utilizstion of plent
and the grester skill of the personnel.

The millions of men end women without orevious industriasl experience
who entered industry snd transport curing the first two yesrs ot warl no
longer sre inexperienced newcomers. It was elmost mirsculous how young
girls lesrned to assemble tommy guns gn® pieces of artillery in their first
Two or three months on the job. Today these girls sre "oldg-timers", and
many of them hsve become crew lescers and foremen. The beginners of
yesterday now themselves tesch newcomers.

To this must be adcec thst the Soviet state hes not czlled up the
key oersonnel of wer industry for militzry service, These tzken together
with the new workers trsined during the wer heve m=de it oossible for
coviet industry with its increzsed production c=p=city to rzise the produc-
tivity of l=bour =n¢ lsunch the outout of *new complex types of =rm=ments.
This is something thet will m=ke it possible to reconvert to pescetime
lines with the lesst pains efter the wer is won.

The interior sreas continued to be the msin suppliers of armsments
end smaunition during the past yesr. Here production, varticulsrly of moder-
nized snd new types of armsments &nd gaaunition, hes risen considersbly.

In the tank industry, production hzs been boostec of ne-» hesvy tenke end
nofernizes medium ones. In the zirereft industry psrticulsrly r=pid hzs
been the increzse in the production of the lstest tyoes of Yakovlev and
Lavochkin tighters end Tupolev bombers. Engine works have increased the
output of more powerful engines, which in turn have improved the perfor-
mance of our aircraft. The ordinence industry has perticulerly pushed the
production of powerful tank guns and self-provelled artillery as well es
of snti-tsnk guns.

I shall not try to meke sny forecests, but it mey be expected thst
in 1945 the share of the libersted areas in the country's economy will
incresse notably slongside the further expension of industiry in the eastern
regions. The former will undoubtedly meke zn effort to reach their ore-war
outout level, sn¢ if 1945 will not be sufficient for the schievement of
thic gosl, it will merk = greest stride toward it.

If we remeamber thst industry in the esstern regions hes grown three-
four times over in the course of this war end ecd to this the rspidly
}ncreesing output ot the libersted aress, it will not be gifficult to
foresee thet the Soviet Union will surpsss the pre-wer level for & number
of important items of production slrezdy by the end of 1945.
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