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I doubt whether I ean be of
the least help to you in the very . difficult
problem facing you, but of course if you feel
that talking with me will lead to something
useful I shall be very glad indeed to see you,
Would it be: possible for you to be at the
National Arfs Club, 15 Gramercy Park, at four
forty five on bonday, the seventeenth? We can
have a cup of tea together and talk over your
problem.

ne
me,

Mr. Dudley Fosdick
227 fdverside Drive
New +ork City
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that we are most happy to accept yvour grscious
MM ! A £

invitation to meet youw at the National Arts

Club, 15 Gramercy -Park., at four forty five on

Monday; the seventeenth.

Very sincerely yours

Gene Fosdick,; Pres.
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Nineteenth Street

February 9
:

Dear: Mr,. Fosdicks:

As I promised I have gone over the three vol-=
Record on Appeal din the case of foerieh and asso-

t
Nettie Horch,

I am convineed “from the examination T have
given the records that the case:is ‘so involved that it would
take me six months to form an opinion of its merits. The cultural
aims of the Roerich undertaking in the fifteen years or thereabouts
of their 1life have become so- tangled with financial and legal mat-
ters that an outsider is dost without elose study. Moreover, one
should know much more of the personslities involved than I do be=
fore forming & judgement:,

You will, ofi.course, have to accept the Appellate
Court'!s deecision., I shall be linterested to have a copy of that de-
cision. I thbildiyou when I met you at tea at the Arts Club, and I
tell you now, it iIs - cuite impossible- for me to:- give any opinion
on‘the matter without long study, but I am interested enough to
want to know what the Appelate Court decides.

I must say that Mr, Horch's apparently sudden
change of mind and heart about the enterprise and its founder re-
guires a more convincing explanation than the testimony I have
looked over gives, After so long, ardent and generous support of
the boerich ddeas to become suddenly and completely contemptuous
of them requires explanation.

I sympathize thoroughly with the ecultural aims
of the undertaking. lhe complete devotion to these aims which the
early correspondence seems to show is heartening in a world so met-=
eraliatic &as ours, But realizing such aims requires long patience
and co-operation of all concerned. Practiczlly everybody's patience
seems to have broken down along about 1925, Why, I doinot understand.

I am lesving town tomorrow for a little time, but
as I say I shall be glad to have a copy of the Court's decision
when. 1t comes.

Thig letter is entirely confidentizl, my dear up.
Posdick, Under no circumstances is mv: -name to be used in connection
with yvour suit.

Please believe that you and your friends have ny
sympathy in this involved affair,

Very: sineerely yours,

(Sig.) Ida M, Tarbell




‘Pebruary 21, 1938, .

Eiss Ida M, Terbell
120 Bast 18th Sireet
New York City, N.X.

Dear Hlss, Tarbell:

Your wery grecious and sympathetle letter of
Feb, 9th 1is at hand, We have delayed this answer to it, knowing
that you would bhe out of the city snd also betnpsécdurhsde been
occupied with 2 most unhappy task. s i &

on January 29th the Institutions founded by
Professor Boerich verc evdeted from the Hoerich Museum building
by ¥r. Horch and his associctes, and cince that time the Museum
$tself has been kept closed to the publlic four days 2 week, We !
will not now burden you with details of the injustice and indignist
ties suffered &s &n immediate result of this last venomous action,
but wish to advise yocu that we have found a temporary shelter for
the evicted Institutions, through the kindness of ome of our friends,
at 162 ¥est 7&nd bireet, From here we are continuing the work to
which we have dedicated our lives, as ably zs its wounded condition
permits, : : ; : )

¥ie are grateful to hear from youn that you are
interested in having a copy of the Appelate Court's decision, but
wish to state that, should the declision be as unfair as the previous
ones were, due to thé tactics of the officisl of the Administration
abou’ vhom we spoke, we have no intention of abiding by that deecision,
¥e will then have to appeal higher, namely to the Court of Appeals and
perhaps to the Supreme Court, if the truth is not brought to light
before that time,

You justly state that Horch has not given enough
convincing testimony to Justify his ignoble acts and malicious attacks
upon Professor Roerich and his loyal co-workers, It is ss though he
and his assoclates are possessed by some evil foree whieh is not con-
tent with a simple disassoclation with that which 1s betrayed, but
rejoices in the viscious and complete destruction of the object of
thelr former devotion. however, Judas' betrayal did not stop Christ-

ianity, Benedict Arnold!s did not defeat Americe and, likewlse, Horch's
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will rnot stop the advancement of Culfture, Pleasno underctand that
what ever happenad to Horch's mind and feelings in 1935 did not
affect, in any mamner whatsoever, the loyzlty snd devetion to the
ideals of Profesror foerich which his co-workers continue to evidence
In the most steéadfsct manmer, The work which was bepun 1s being con-
tinued, is only thet For the time being efforts must be divided
between furtber sdwincement snd defense of thzt which heg already
been acecemplished, df 15 in this defense that we beg your atd. ¥e
have roached a point in our lagzl proceedure which seems to indicste
that Justice camnot prevail because of pressure brought upon 1t,

Calnlyv reallzing the seriousness of these circum-
stance we Toal that only by an srousal of riteocus indign-tion in
the hearts of 3 Amerlican, people, cin this hidesons ontrage to fAmer-
ican Justicce be prevented. But as you s to one not very close so
the facts =n opinlon tanpol bo resched withen$ thorough investigation,
and we have ne right To ask or even to expect such 2 saerifice of time
as would be recuired by an Investigato: ¢ revead the truth to
the people at lerge, In the neme of the highest prianciples of humsnity,
this Investigatlion st be done by nhose woice 18 unimpeachably
accepted when ralsed in defense of justice. We feel thet in' tmerica
your volee is one which 1s honored %£o such a degree; snd thet vou are
unanimously and gratefully respected in this country ¢z the guardian
of our ethical purity, We kmow vcu sre benfopred o9ty oalle Por help,
and j‘l.l‘f%t Cf,llf‘.; for no or QLnout =z UaE cause would dare VOUr 2X-
haustlive research, dut as a Ia psort we have approached you rather
than any big attorneys, praying th: our heart would be touched, and
that 1f you found s you
would refer us to someone who because of your interest would give it
the attentlon for which 1t cries to Heaven; and, while we sre far from
being wealthy, we and our frirnds shall be glid to mdake any sacrifices
necessary to provide for remuneration,

Ve firmly believe that a elarion call is needed
to reveal the flsgrant and brazen sbuse of justiece,s through the in-
tricacies of law, which 15 being meted out by the courts in this case
of Professor Roerich snd his co-workers who are selflessly battlief
in the defense of Culbture., and reassuring you that your answer and your
interest commands our strfctest confidence we beg to remsin,
{ Very sincerely yours,

P.Bs Wé take the liberty of enclosing herewith some recent correspon-
dence beftween lrs, Sutro and Mr. Ernst which is self explanatory




120 East Nineteenth Street
May 5, 1938,
My dear Mr. Fosdick:

I have given a hasty examination to the print-
ed documents in the Roerich case. As I told you at the start it has
been quite out of the question for me to give any thorough examina-
tion to the matter, an examination which would qualife me to have
a stabile opinion. But I have carried away from the reading that
I gave the documents certzain impressions. You ask me to put them
in writing

First, I felt that the evidence presented by
the prosecution is incomplete. It seems to me to be doctored. Cer-
tainly the defense 1s unsatiafactory, that is I feel that they ought
to be able to make a better case than they do.

The Roerich case seems to be a struggle of a
group of idealists with little or no practical training and no int-
erest in the financial side of the undertaking. All that they ask-
ed was the opportunity to work out their ideals.

Mr., Roerich and his associates seem to have be-
lieved thaththey!hadwfoundrinnHorchia,perion whofbélieved in-whaty,
they cwerectrying tocdo,believednfully-and heartily),-and:tohtheto
pointcwherefhe apparently asked nothing better than to take care of
the financizl dide. He seemed by his letters to feel it was both an
opportunity and an honor for him to make that contribution to the
undertaking. Evidence seems to show that Horch supported the enter-
prise through a number of years. Then suddenly without reasons which
seem to me in any way adequate from the testimony presented he turns
away from Roerich ans his associstes and does his best to wreck the
undertaking. Why he did this seems to me to be a most important
thing to show. It is nbt adequately shown in the evidence.

Two possibilities occur to me, both of which I
should want to follow up if I were in a responsible position in re-
gard to the matter.

First, what was it that so abruptly changed
Horch's attitude? Did he discover suddenly some mismanagement which
he felt was criminal, or ddd he suddenly lose faith in the entire
enterprise? And if so, why? This certainly is not explained by the
evidence.

There is a sepond possibility which I think
should be explored, and that is that Horch saw from the start an
opportunity.to earn in the long run both honor and profit from the
enterprise. When he suddenly saw that his hopes could never be real-
ized he dbruptly withdrew his support and broke his contracts with
the group and 'took over the entire physical plant. His dealings in
the light of the contract and his repeated assurances seem to me
most questionable, R AR s T M
Here in a word, my dear Mr. Fosdick, is the im-
pression that I have carried away from the hasty examination I gave
your materizl. These are the ‘points on which I think your lawyer
should satisfy himself. That probably means a much more thorough ex-
amination of the whole enterprise than has been given.. . .. 4.+

_ g T E i I do not know that this letter will be of any
use to you, but you asked that I set down what I .told you over the
telephone and T apglad tg.do gx . ¥ 2 o thus T &G Rl
; st dm e You understand, of course, the .letter is for you
and your associates and mot for public use. : '
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M. Tarvell
inun oL,
Gty B.X,

My dear liiss Tarbell:

I wish to acknowledge receipt
of your wvery kind and very valuable letter of Hay
S5th, Its arrival has been delayed due to the fact
that we have moved to the address in Indiana wiich
you will note sbove,

The points which you indicatle
are so excellently taken Thst I hastea not only to
thank you for them but to UKE your permission for
their lawmedldte &pplieation ia oupr struggle. ¥hile
you write that you hope your letier may be of soume
use to as I am nol sure thal you include the attor-
neys amorng our "assoclates’, and since your corres-
pondence commands our complete conlldence, I would
like to know your wisH in this regard.

lay we use it to approach the
lawyers on these peoints in striet confidence, that
they m:y open up new avenues of defense and attack
which have been ignored up to tals time? Or bstter
still do yvou kmow ¥Wm., Oeabury,or an equsally human-
itarian attorney you could recommend,that we might
interest in tie defense of & public institution
vhich is being destroyed by vandals?

EeeiinL that cur sslvation
may be found in an understanding and competent law-
yer which you might indicate, I shall await most
anxiously your reply to this letter,

Gratefully yours,

Géna fbsdick, Pres,




