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Dear Sir,
On FTebruary 24th 1 sent you the

"y Newyvork attorney info '“rm tha t I

your Consulate March 15th Stop Begause el Kadame
Roerich, would uppf@c1utc to mmLU deposition nearer either
Karachi or when you will be in Delhi Stop Thanking you
anticipation reply to Naggar Fulu Punjab ¥ 38 Roerich"

and 7 acknovwledge witnh thanks receipt of your reply as follous:s

"Do you refer to deposition for court or tax return or other
declaration Stop If former as court appoints commissioner
uggest you cabling atterney arrange appointment U."f’l

Ameonsul®, (Though this wire was sent by 3
V

at 10,55 a.m, it reached only on the fvtn
because o*in“ to snov ava 1: chee in the
8

yostal and telegraphic service was inter-
8w days).

Following your kind “w"me%tiO“ I have cabled to my
attorneys in New York asking them at the same time to
have the date of the deposition in Karachi postponed for
a fortnight, because of Madame Roerich's illness,

Yours faitnfully,
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Reply Paid Re:l/-
“he United States Consu
Americar Consulate
Earachi

To

My Newyork attorneys cable that my deposition originally fixed Amconsul

Caloutta Maren fifteentn transferrea your consulate Stop Because illness
please set date March twentvnintn or therealter Stop Please wire me
2

Naggar, Xulu

Nicholas Roerich
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zan Consulate Ge

Calcutta, Mareh 3,

Roeri ch

-

Reference is made to your telegram of February 24,
1939 regarding a commission issued out of the United
States Board of Tax Appeals to take your testimony.
The Commission has been received today and as written
it reguires that the testimony be taken by me at Cal-
cutta at 10 a.m,on March 15th 1937, There is no option
and unless a new Commission is to be issued it will be
necessary for you to come to Calcutta.

¥o mention has been made of the arrangement for the
payment of the consular fee incident to taking this
testimony and 1 presume that you will be prepared to
pay it.
Very truly yours,

{
{

signed) Rufus H, Lane, Jr,

American Consul @
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Department of O

American Consulate General

Caleocutta, March 4, 193

Professor Nicholas Roerich
Naggar, Fulu,
Punjeb

Sir:

Refererice is made to my tc‘wgram and letter vf yesterday regarding
the CommiBeion issued by the Bodrd of Tax Appeals to take uvur duhOSlthﬂ-
A telegram vas received this morning which reads as follows

"American Cousul Calcutts
Board Tax J““ealﬁ ordered Roerich deposition taken before Consul
Karaehi sena papers Xarachni - Plaut and Davis"
I have Just te c'r phed you as follows:
"Roerlich Naggar (Fulu Tunjdb,
Telegranm f“om *eur attorneys requests send Commission Earachi
Letter follows - Lane American Consul

The Commission which is now in my possession, is directed specifically
to "The United States of America Consul of Calcutta, India? and requires
that the testimony be taken at Calcutta at 10,00 o'clock a.m, on Xarch 10,
The usual procedure requires that no one but the person named can act
on a Commission to take testimony, and the terms of the Commission
itself contain no authority for changing either the Commissioner or the
place stated,

The certificate which must be filled out by the Commissioner reads
follows:
"I,esssensnssesthe person nameéd in the foregoing order to take
depositions, hereby certifyveiecsscsce”
It is obviously impossible for anyone but the person named to fill
out this certificate and any variation from the prescribed form may
result in voiding the deposition,

Presumably Messrs Plaut and Davis have arranged for the Commisaion to
be taken by the American Consul at FKarachi in spite of the apparent
irregularity of tnis procedure, The normal procedure would be for a new
Commission to be issued naming the American Consul or Vice Conaul at
Larachi as the Commissioner, and designating Farachi as the place where
the testimony is to be taken, By naming both the Consul and Vice~Consul
it is possible for either to act as Commissioner, in case one of them
nappens to be unavailable on the particular day upon which the testimony
is to be taken, If only one officer is named and that officer is not at
his post, the testimony cannot be taken,

In forwarding the Jnmmisaion to Farachi, it must be understood that
all responsibility for ssible difficulties is assumed by you and your
attorneys, and neitner thi? office nor the Consulste in Karachi ean give
you any assurance that the Commission will be accepted by the Board of
Tax Appeals, I would strongly suggest thﬂt you communicate with your
attorneys before you go to the expense of having the deposition taken




at Karachi on the present Commission,

The procedure of the I f Tax A
folloved by most courts and, ' above,
their teleg
the present Commission when executed by a person unot named therein,
As the entire procedure is being effected on behalf of you anad your
attorneys, I am flollowing thneir instruétions in regard thereto and am
forwarding 1

vary from that
it is presumed from

ram that your attorneys have arranged for the acceptance of

t to the American Consul or officer in charge at Earachi,
It vould be well for you to obtain from your attorneys apecific iun-
strugtions as to the wording they desire to have followed in lieu

3

of the prescribed form which I have guoted above.
Very truly yours,
(signed) Rufus

American
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Roerich
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