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Febs 5, 2938
My dear 1'r. Ernst:

A rezl tragedy has come into my life through you, for you have
shattered my faith in human nature - you, who publiely post for every-
thing that is fine and noble. You will remember that when we met a
year or two ago in the Manhattan Opera House ballroom, you cam e ©o
me with the words, "You used to like me, Lui you don't anymore, , and
I agreed with you, and then you proposed that we should lunch together
gome day and talk the matter overe I am still walting for that lunche
eon appointment. You of course kmow that I invited Herbert Wolff to
luneh with me 2t the Town Hall Club and %0ld him how the situation
stands, fros my point of views iie proffbssed entire ignorance of the
whole affair, saying it was not in his departuent and promised that
he would look into the matter and report back t0 me. Since then he has
studiously avoided me when we met at the Ethical Trustees! meetings
once & monthe

our Secretary of Agriculture, you will remembosr, issued a slzuderous
report about Prof, Roerich, which appeared Iin an evening paper, I
happened to meet Arthur Hays Sulzberger at the theatre that night

and told him sbout this report and asked him not to put it into the
U7ime® until he hed investigated further, which promise he acted upon,
Ur., Wallace was threatened with a law suft if he did not retract and
he retracted in & very small inconspicuous article. The result of the
hearings, everyone of which I attended, you of course know. The revela-
tions at those hearings wavmwhdsummigm were so entirely against your
clients =~ forged papers were accepted as bonafide by the referee,
stolen letters written in Russian, not to your client, were trans.
lated into English snd admitted as evidence. This was palpably

s fraud on the face of it because nelther your client nor kis wife
read Russian, The letters were not addressed to them, but to lir.

and Mrs, Lichimann and they could not have come Iinto possession

of your client unless through theft.

¥Your client borrewed $5000, from me, a3 you know, giving his

word of honor that even if it was used for the purposes of the
Museun and School that he would be personally responsible, He

even told that to my representative at the United States Trust
Company, and when he was put on the witness stand, he denied that

T had ever given him the moneye. I alsoc put $2800 inbo his hands
telling him that this money was to go direect to Professor and Wadem
Rocrich in Indise I have pro#f that that money never reached them
and there has been no accounting of what happened to the money. All
of these facts zre not new to you, and what surprises me is that a
men of your standing in the community should be willing to take

ors side of suck a case when you wers originally the lawyer for all
the litigants.

I again repeat that you have committed a crime in shattering my faith,

This letter requires an answer.

Truly yours,
(Signed) Florentine S, Sutre.







Feb, 7, 1938,

Mrs, "Satro:

I am In receipt of your letter, I must deg¢line to %take up any metter
will be only

with you iIn which you #re repredenied by an attorney, I
too happy to meet Mlss Rock any 1 and as & matter
talked to everyonec  intérested i » phags

a settlement coulid not be reaclhied .

My, Emory Buckner, one the leading members of the bz d
suggested that I would beenly %oo hippy to have him sit in o see

if all the 11 U pbeseleared up without the waste of

I am sending = couy of thi
should be kept informed

-

forris Ernst.




Febs 8, 1938

Mr. Morris Ernst
Creenbaub Wolff &
4:85 m«:.dlSO“ ;’.‘f(; (38 )

My dear ¥r, Erns

You Have misunderstood m 7 sly elither intentionally or
inadvertently. I did not refer to htﬂo ock in my letter and only
referred to my suit against Mr, Horch in passing, My contention was
the handling ol the Roe : htmcnp-»orﬂh matters, in the way 1t was
handled by your ates

I still haven't 2y er my loss of uitP in hvman nature - that
you, . wno atand pi lelely ail that 1s noble, eould se conduct
yourself as to permit thes eozle te be h'u¢i°d. Even Yederal aythori-
ties have been 7 ] situsation when you of cource know

that Professor evacded his taxes because Mr., Horch who

had hi= power-of- d all the bllls for Frofessor Reoeriech
while he was out : shoe might very vell Jisbon the
other foot as to the » o
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I repeat your letter 1s entirely a’ﬁ@y“ 3ion and doesg not at all
answer my first letter to you. I uld not have written you at all if
I did not know you pergonnally, :nu my letter was 2 pereznal
cne and had nothing to de vi*% any other-attorney,
FS:R

Truly yours,

(Signature) Florentine 8. Suiro,




(copy of letter written by Mrs, Iféhel Sutro to
Mry Charles Burlingheawm, 27 Wililam St.)

My dea¥ lr. Burlingham;

Bihat SCue yoars agolyou were dniteregted in the
affeirs of the Roerich Muséwns~ Singe then you may or

. may not know ‘that Mr. Horeh has tried by falr means
v o] 4

gnd foul, principally the -datter, o grab the bulld-

ing and all 1ts assotes I have foliowed snd taken

part in the proceedings from the Boginning and have
tremendongly in sted, as. Professor and Wadam R

were my £riends In. England iW 1920 before they came

thig country. The-cage has gong from ons court to another
and has finally been decided aghinst the Hoerich interests
by the Appellate Divilsiony A8 /far a8 T can.see the progcesd-
ings. have been political. /Morrls Ernst, as &ttorney for
Horch, poses ‘as the nobls soul helping thewoppressed. has
houndcd ¥r, and ¥rs. Lichtmenn and Miss Graint as wall a3
Professor ond-Madan Rospich fo- the axteng- that they havs
‘noet been abls to malke a livings +The schéol whieh they
congduetqed has Been Ghrown quisof the bullding and they are
now pennllesa. Mr, Herbert Plaut has eonduched thée puse :
~Ap- 1o this point sdmirably, but wa now feel that someone
~who 13 kwewn oufht to help in this mattar, '

I an wondering whether you would bé willing after having read

the briefs and having noted that for§ed vapars and proyem thefts
+of letters written by Professor‘and Yadam Roerich to Mieand Vws.
- dichtmann in Ruesian, which Mr. and Mrs, Horch esnnot read;, were
Presented before Referee Gegrge Frankenthaler, whieh facks he
glossed over, - I have beon &t svery hearing before Refaree
George Prankenthaler and know of ‘the unfairpmess of his deeision.
He.is & friend of Worris Ernst, who, as you know has a strong
political pull and does riot hesltage to use It honestly or dise
honestlys Mr, Plaut, of Plaut & DRvis, V6 Beaver Street, New >
York, is bringing the eusse te the Court of Appeals, but hé fepls,
ML TH Uy, -that the "authority whiloh youy neme Would 15nd to the case
wggld bring justice which eertainly has not been given up to this

Judge'OHMaliéy’s opinion, which I think is the only fair one is as
follows: st K ;

"The indisputable documentary evidence Bearing on the main issue
breosented was of euch & character that a finding in favor of plaina
tiffs was reguired {Duryea v, Zimmerman, 143 App. Div.60,68,
Susquehanna 511k ¥111S V. Jacobson, 185 AppiDiv.378,3855 see alse
Bernstein v. Keltzer, 253 N.Y.410,416). I therefore dissent and
vote to reverse and grant judgement Tor the plaint{ffg as prayed
for in the complaint and to dismiss the counterclaim.”

The other four Jhdges who voted in favor of Horch wrote no opinion.
Trould you:help in conjunetion with My, Plaute
Cordlially yours, (signed)4Florentine_s. Sutro




COPY (P ANSWER RECEIVED FRM
MR, :CHARLES C. BURLINGHAN= April 28¥ 1938
to lst detter.

\Mrs, Lionel Sutre

118 Central Park West

New York City, N. Y.

Dear Mrs, Sutro;

I am not surprised to learn that Mr. H. has "gone
‘pad"; and I wish I chuld help vou right the wronge
guffered by your friends; but I have retired from
practice and camnot join In any easé now, Indeed, it
woﬁld do more ‘hamm than.good, for 1t would seem likely
that I hadrbeun brought In because I am known for my

ionglh of years snd have the friendship of sans of the

Judgss «

o

1 undérstand thastMr. FPlaut ls an excelient lawyer,

i and-1 do not believe that Mr, M. E. has any special

- dnfluence with the Court of Appeals.

(signed) Charles C, Burlingham




April 30, 1938

My dear Mr. Burlingham:

to mine, Nafurally - o

Thanlt you for your letter in re @
1 sble to do anvfhﬁng

23pon
regret very much that you donn £ fe
aboubt the Horch-Reoaflch case

&
15

Since writing you Horgh has takén ‘seven hundred of Rosrichts
paintings out of the Museum and closed the rooms, leaving per-
heps throe hundred of the very small and ménor’ paintings.v‘The
KOsemn was domated to the Federal Govermment, ¢ none of us
understand what right Horch had to take out these pairtlmgs and
elose the rooms, Of coursé it has destroged the Husemq.;

The case Ig desperate.  Tould 'you advise us 1n an anofficial
capaciiy what could be done? Falking 1% to ths Cours of Appeals
means that it would not come before them before next Yetober,

No one knows what Horch's next step wlll be, He has suicceeded in
putting Mrs, Lichtmann's mother out of the building and is try-
ing his vtmost also to get Mr..and M»s., Lichimann and Wiss Grant
out of the bullding., As yet they have succeeded in obtaining a
stay, but they do not know when the ax will Pall,” Profsessor

and Wadam Roerich are in India and cannot come back to America
beeause Herch reported to the Tex Departmeért in Washington that
Roerleh had nct pald his €taxes in-1926 and 1927. Ab thqt time
Roerieh had no property in thig country and FHereh had his power

of atforney, so If the taxes were due and were mot paid, it was
entirely Horch's responsibility, PFor some reason "he hes had the
assistance of Secrotary Wallace & akk these nefarious proceedings
and through Wallage'!s influenee svery move in Pavor of the Hosrighs
has been hlockeu. Wallace hag so successfully spread this prope-
aganda in Washington that one ‘cannot mention the nhame of Roerich
without the shrugging of shoulders and 8 "nole ma tangeve"” attitude.
I have: tried to enlist the good off1Cfs of Dr, Leo Rowe Director-

@eneral of the Pan-American nion d t n th ould
ato friend o mPS- snve s attempted o talk to ner about

it and she was immediately silenced. The whole matter 15 'a seandal

beyond WOrdSe 4 3 : SR

Could you give me some personal adviee as o how t0 handle the
matter further? Do you thlnk a4 letter to the President would ¥e«
celve any notice? I understand, of course, that you do not want to
involve yourself personally, but 1t involves the. exlstence of five
people Dy an unscrupulous minerity, and we, who are interestad, ard
at our wits! end. ] : a3 : ; ;

Cordially;yoursﬁg

F3:R

Mr, Charles C. Burlingham
?F’llli 1 -LJtT'ev u’
Tew York Clty




May 2, 1938

Hone Sobarit S
Member of ©
City Hall;

28 Aaa v
1 asar

T am bEold bhat ‘you have bad a - blld pagsed in ths Couneil exempting
the theatre of the Master Instltuis, otherwlise known as fhe Roerich
Wugeun at 310 Riverside Drive, from belng iicensed by the License
Degpartmont, on the basis of 1 being &n educatilonal institutione.
The facts are theasdy

Tt 1 'm0 longar an educational insi tuion as. the sehoolihas been
thrown out and the spaeés is now being used by W. Pi As workerse

ts 5 Pird hazzard and T hevs been/told that
: hot to savy anybthing aboulp the facta
My, and Mrs. Horeh clalm U kha sole ownerg or Ltrastees. The
others whom thay have 1llepgally eliminated are Proféssor and Madam
Heppieh who are in, India, Mr. and Mrs. Mauriecs Tiekispnn and Miss
Ppances Grant. The whola situation tomy mind is a-5 candak and
I doubt thit you would have dsred %o e tnvolved. had vou known the
factse : :

As chartcy members and donors, my nushand and I took a graat deal

of pride and intsrest in the fnstltution basause Professor and
Madam Rosrich wera: personal frionds of ours., Ve eontributed a great
deal of morey to the orgsnization fon which wa have umever been able
‘to get an dccountings If you sew the marbls glab in the theatre
you would see Our nauases inaevived, unless i+ has also been removed
in fhe. seme ruthless fashion as have Dbaen soven pundred Hosrich
paintings from the walls of ths Juscima

It séens o ms -that the thoatre ghonld ba undar the jurisdietion of

the License Commlssioher waich latter Mr. Horch has managed %o evade
for years for ressong bast Ymown ko himsell, The theatre is on the

ground fioor of the 87 story apartment hotel,

g of
tl'z;?.s

7 Sl

1f 1s daifficult te go imbo detall in a letter and 1% might D
mutual lntercsd, could a tims be appointed for a ‘talk about
matter, o that you could pactify a migtake that was made &
verten%ly. :

Very truly yourd,

{signad) Flerentine Sutre.




May 2, 1938

Kon. ”il?fma ﬁtAniny Miller
Pre 16 of the  Tax CwaniqﬂiOu,
Munﬁwlgai Bullding, New York,

My dear Ve Miller:
aasure o me

It was & vou at the ted at ths Worldfts Pair

1 ot
on Ssturday, when we were Introduced by Commissioner loss.

There Iz a 2856 which I should 1like %o brimng te your
attant“cn. :h* ’uu geta, now caljled the liagter Ingbitute
at 305rd Stroet and R 3“511° Drive, %as 8 tax exeepilon of
16 UOO anivally ar id was ine arpu & under ths educational
oW Hheﬁ and an excellent aohocl u.ndW its principal,
“r 5 na  Lichtmann u3¢%; painting, seulpiursg, dranma, du*u*ng,
w(u., wére: taught the The trustees were Professor and Madam
Roerich, lx, and irs, Maurlee Iichtmamn, Miss Frances (rant, and
Mre and Hrs. Horeh. Fach trustee had one shar@ of stock. By
chicanery, Horch guccoedsd in J?SC;n7 all the stock by saying
that If it were handéd to him, In-escrow, it would make the voting
simpleor 25 Professor and Madam Roerigh were in Indis. THoreh was
the Presldeéent the time. 3ubsegv"nflv without eonsul ting the
other trust»ao, ha transferred thd ﬂ?"ck to his wife and now elaims
it 1s hors alone, 1In consegushnee, ho has ousted the other five
trusteas, has taken the aame-of 30;* ch.out of ths Puilding and
gubstituted Master Institutes Nrs and irs, Jiﬂhtmann @ 4 the school
have ‘bascn “ﬂvawr out of the bullding and: g Tew We:' P, As wWoOTkers
~substituted In thelr stead, 1t is no longar, therefore , an
sgucationat Instls oA %o poasgon exists for tax exemptions It
is & 87 story anartment hotel at ”10 Riverside Drive and wellefilled,
“There is a cheatre on the ground flooy whicgh payes no licoénse begause
My, Horch has suécseded 1n getiing uo?ﬂﬂ*.otr>us to havae a bill
passed in the Councll se that the thehtre shonld not eemé under the
License Commlssioner, T have not’ fathomad the veason for that,

»

. thegtre 1s a fiyve hazard in my mind,

My dnboreat in the mﬁutti 1% that I have besn olos soly ull,e* Withv
Professoy Lﬁﬁ;;& dam Roerieh and thse other trustees sing

have given lamnge sums of meney Lo the NMusews and 4dhcol 2

longer exigts, 2s Mrs Horeh has urbitgarily removed 700 Roorich
padntings and “has closed t%>.3*143ri“ﬂ, syen though the palntings

were ‘given to the natlion, snd theore is doanentarv avidence to that
affeet., 1 .gave money for the aetivitios of both the Musewn and the
sehool , @ hich Mr. Horch 1s now elaiming as his, I have never been able
o get an. Boc sunting of Hotr the mongy wag msads At one time I gave a
cheek for TMGO) to Mre Horeh to be sant to ndda to Proffegsor and Madam
Roerich, which never renched them, and I have never found out what

becaume of the moneys

If you would like to spesk to me about this matter, T should be pleassd
to call at Vﬂur offlce for further Plucid< tion,

Truly yours,

PR ' ' : (8igned) Florventine S. Sutro

A w4




DEPARTMENT OF TAXSS & AS3H5 MENTS

MUNICIPAL BUILDING

b u:‘ly 5, l%"q.‘,fi

Lionel Sutro
Central Park West
Y.
Hrse utro:

I have your letter of the 2nd in connection
with tax exemption on the Reerich Museum, and it
indeed a pledsure to hear from yous

I have immediately referred the matter to
our Commitice on Exeuption and a couplete invaestiga=-
tiom will be mades I shall be very happy to write you

when 1 .receive a ryeport.

Witn kindest personal regards, I remain

iosl sincerely yours,

Willism Stanpley Hiller
President




City of Hoew lori

Jax Departecnt- Depough of Eanhatian
Bunicipel Bullding, B.X,

1&‘..‘&; ‘1;,]..\ Miﬁmlw

ﬁ 'y‘ Jﬂ&’i\"t‘b

s, Lionel Sabro,
118 Central Purk Be -Jt’

‘ s Tork,

By dear Mrs. Sutro,

Following sy letiter to you of May Sth, 1
received & report from our assessor regarding the
property of ths BEoerich Museum,

In view of the publicity recently given to thds
property by #r, Louls L, Horch, whose name you
mention in your letter, a«nd in view of the facts
contained in the report from our assessor, we bave
instructed him to restore the proporty o the tax
yoll next Octobsp, Undoubtedly am application for
sxomption will be mude, -nd on the hearing of such
application, the Tux Commission will Deé in = Detter
position to go imto the faots regerding the
organdzation, use, ste, of the muscum,

1 believe that this disposes of the matier
"for the time belng,

We spprecinte the interest chown by taxpsyers
pith regard to oxempt propertles apd are slways
glad to imvestigats imformation furnished us in
that regard,

Yooy Louly yours,
(cdgned) Miliea Otanley Miller,
President.




Charles C, Burlingham
2 7 William Street, N. Y.
June 16, 1938
My dear Mrs, Sutro,
I feel very much ashamed of not having answered
a letter of yours about Horeh, which came several
weeks ago,., From all I can learn Plaut & Davis are
competent men, If they would 1ike to talk to me about
the case, I should be glad to see them at any time
that is oonvenient but of course I would not think
of butting in,

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Charles C. Burlingtoh-

P.S. .Perhaps you know I have had a great sorrow in
the death of my younger son, »




June 20, 1938

My dear Mr, Burlingham,

I had read of the death of your son and had meant to
write to you, but I felt that possibly letters of sympathy
might make the wound deeper, so I was very hesitant about
writing to you at the time, You know how much your friends
feel for you in this bereavement, and there really are no
words that would be of any value to express their thoughts.

As regards the Horch casé, I am very much gratified
that you are willing to talk to Plaut & Davis:sabout the case,
but at the moment, there are certain developments which will have
to be clarified before anything further can be done., 'As soon
as these matters are cleared up, with your permission, I will
communieate with you again.

With kind regards, I am

Cordially yours,

FS:R

Mr, Charles C, Burlingham
27 William Street
New York City.
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Mrs, Lionel Sutro,
115 Central Park West,
New York.

My dear Mrs. Sutro:

In reference to your letter of the 7th instant, referring to the Roerich-
Horch case, I wish to say that I would not under any circumstances be
willing to take up the case except with the approval of, and through your
present attorneys who have represented you in this matter. If $hey wish

to see me about the matter, I will talk with them, otherwise please
consider me out of the matter.

Very truly yours,

(signed) Samuel Seabury




