hﬁnh7?u the greatl sense ©of justice ;,‘ﬂuf"‘Ll
that a deep Injustice YHes beeéen done o Nicholas WO\Pl“h
t.? ¢ three Truatees of u& Roerich jivsews who have wsrlmc*
Profaessonr Hoerich Tor fourteen years in his J”ns’ of brin;
*Hp weoules ofF the wo*“m closely tc{LuyJﬁ th - 3
Lo present to yo the following
uJ’ U‘ an vspecia 3 peigmaney, s8ince Jniz i;.)"!’,i:
Reerich &and the thieet to the instlitutlons whilch H
have been nade curing hls sboerice on an expedition w“an h@ ia

unable -to. dafend himgells

In 1900 Ef@? Lai arichy after slinmular Yoncrs tn his-natilv

1aﬁd, Husa as woll &8 in other countrles of fure

came e A rica ab tre dnpvitation of Tie Chics wrd: L

which 3 i . a-nabtiony "‘m— toe! '

inge,. 3 L'.yr"kf_ i
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al&o in p11L( by Profm;sur Rog 8 ideel ther gd tho organe
imatlon, which had bDeen 1Jrned Ja 8 Ba i erpet ?Q bady, *JUG”QGG
by its flunq041 £0 be carrisd on forever . pEYacnel hﬁﬂrir and
for the noble purpoge to which it wag dedil cat ted, The iﬂ piration
which then, as now, gommiltted um £o this work in ?Vu cauee of culture,
wag tha rvlJe and: disinterested splrit of Nicholsas and Helena Runrich
which we have hed full opportunity to judge in these yeers wlth ever-
increasing love and reéspect. ' :

2

Gredually slnce 1924, new Lranches wele added to the originai kMasbtey
Institute of United irts - Ancluding the school, the vn,aruetionaL
arf Center, a press, & sclentific rssesrch institule. As the lLeard

the iInstitution, g permanent ccllection of 1000 OdAnLanS by
Hicnol&s Hoerich, wos creatad &8 & glit to the natlon. Then, 1in
honoy of the founder snd insplrey of the meny-facthdd work iﬁ the
gause of peace through culture , all thege Dranches weis oooralnated
under the nawe of the Roerlch Nuseum. In 1929 a new bullding was
ersched whicl now bovuses. ,hoss institutions.

In 1958, together \':i‘rh'nuiézermu,s cthor belldings erected tnder the
difficu*t conditions of 1928, our buillding was threatened with
foveclosures Vith our united efforts, sund with sacrifices whiech

We regardcd as a privilege in the sav;.np' of our ten years of work,

we fought to seve the 1mﬁitut3.un The result was, that in 1935, the
building was restored to us undsr highly auvantac,eous conditions,
due to the educational end cultuz'al character of the vmrk which 1t




-2”.

Immediately upon ¥estoration of the buillding to the Master Institute
of United Arts, lir. Horech, who had succeeded to the presidency of

the institution in 1923, following the departure of Professor Roerich
on his Central Asiatic Lxpedition, began to claim full ownerahip of
the dnsuitutlons. Without burdening vou with the details of this -
although we will bé pleased to glve these to you if you should desire.
them -« we may ouly say that Mr. Horch 1s attempting to oust the
founders of the instltution, as well ss us, the Trustees who have
glven our ilves Lo 1%s upbullding over the course of 14 yesrs,

The issue in the present case is whether any men == aven though he
‘may have given generous donations to an institution, -= may oust
from thet Ilnstitution thoss who have glven thelr own entire POSSSS-
sions == their lives and all thelr creative lsbors over the courss
of fourteen yoays. Mr. Horeh as well a&s obther friends of the instie
tution, have: beén contributors financislly to the works. But 1{ is
equally true bthat this work could never have bheen devaloped and
renched 1ts eminence without the ideals set into 1is foundetions

by Nicholas and lielere Roericl, nor without the afforts of the other
Trustees, who have worked withoub thought 6f compensation snd wit
only the cousumatlion of thelr ideals, st heart. -

On the very last occasion when Nicholss Roerich was in this country, -
at a Meeting of the Board of Trustees held on April £80th, 1934, My,
and iirs, Hereh made {he following statement:

- "A% this last meeting before Prof. de Roerichls departure, Nr.
and Hrse Louls L. iorch wish to express their very deep appreciation
and gretitude to Prof. Resrich for the joy he has brought and for his
wisa galdance in ail the activitles of the Musewm. We shall make
every effort to fulfill his indioations and bring glory and honour
to the lnstitubion which beers Mis nape....s."

After the departure of Professor Reerich, Mr. Hersh entered into the
Hinutes of April 28th, 1934, the following:

‘our Grest leader left Wew York on April 22nd, sftew spending
about 5 weeks in Wew York. His Presence here sball forever remalin
an ingpiration. Professor Reerich ganerously peve new ideas, for
the development of ths works, which we shall éendeavor to bring at
ones inte lifc,” :

Since Frofesecr Rosrdich liss béen sbgont from iveriea congistently 4in
Ania since that time, and ¥me. Roerich hes remaiped in the Himaleyas,
1t is inconceivable thsi they have done anything to shange the cause
for these expressions, which Mpr. Horch haz recorded frenuently over
the courss of hig years of nssoclatlon with the tnstitution. It must
therefore be asked whather ¥r. Horoch and his assoeiates were sincere
during the past fourteea ysars, or now?

.- We who have worked side Dy side with Nlcholas and Helena Reerich over
the course of these years, who represent five of the seven Trustees
of the Loeriih Wuseum, feel that a great wrone is being done to Nicho-
tes and Helera Roerich, who have given their lives to this ideal. Over
Lhe course ol thess years tley have manifssted a sonstent noblillity and

' déiintereateﬁnoss of purpose which haw remeined for us a lasting inspire
stion,. ~ : 1 '

In the 1light of this ideal to which we thres Tristeos remain devoted,

we bez your c¢ntimued sympathy te the cause of the Roeriaeh Museuwm and
the work of Nicholas Roerich. ¥e have been profoundly appreciative af




during the past few years. Knowing of
! 1Tiberty of prepanting tv vov these

I the years of gervice t@ this ecause, we feel
wwerionta vision and our rew
e

gauty of Professor 1
2%t of usurpation.
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it £rom the pros en+ t £¥ 5

| Some time vie may haw be groat privilege of meeting
you- and B to you something he histery of our work. And
th the 56 wWe ask for your i L1 ~..sympathy with thia cause
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in&a(n;ar»ﬂ Nicholas Iﬂ?ri,u,ﬂ“h o thich ‘you hEave slready glvsn
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