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As far back as ien artist end
- Vis ALl

plorer conceived the ide ] et for safeguarding the Artistic end Scientifie

Institutions and Historic Monuments , in all countries ,

o

first world war urged

George Chklaver P
- 7

Paris University, to draft the legel form of the Pact . Ir

of the Roerich Pactmand Benner of Pesce was formed

- =

headquarters in Bruges. In 1933 an internations
of Peeice held et Washington obtaine 1€ f 35 countries

who recommended it to:the Governments of all Netions.

On April 15 .th. 1935 the treaty of the Roerich Pact was signed by the officia

representatives of the United Stetes end by 20 latin-Americen countries in ths

office of President Roosevelt at the White House in Washington. In Oct 1937 th

Jol
Congress of Roerich Beltic Sacieties agreed to create Benner of
in ell the Baltic States, end similer Committees

Switzerland , France, Englend, Portugal , Argentine 8nd India. The Banner of.=

3

Peace, emblem of the Roerich Pact is intended to fly over ell culturel insti tutions

throughout the world., It represents a trio of spheres within e circle , in majenTtq

]

colour on & pure white background and ¢en be teken as & symbel of Reli_ion, Art
and Science., The banner has already been unfurled ebove & number of institutions
throughout the world . As Nicholas Roerich , in his message 1o the Waghington

Convention said - " If the Red Crose effirms physical health , so may the Banned

of Peace effirm the spiritual heelth of menkind "
P

The Barmer is to be considered as en instrument for the pretection of
Art Tressures throughout the world as 1t is clearly stated in the Treaty itself

which runs as follows : ~—
n
The High Contrecting Perties , animeted by the purpose of giving
conventional form to the postulates of the Resolution epproved on Dec 16,1935
by all the States represented zt the Seventh International Conference of Americdn

A

States , held at Montevideo which recommended to " the Governmente of Amerioce
]




S,

wht rlh Vaygra ¥
which heve not yet done s hat they sig I icl
ot yet don > that they sign the Roerich Pact initiated by the

= 3 % :
Roerich Museum in the United Stetes , end vhich hes es its object the ur g
adoption of a flag al e ¥ e
jo . flag , already designed and _jenerally know in order there]
yreserve in any time of d e o e =
pres e ¥k me of denger a vand i 0 sy’
ge _ : ; end privately owned im
poet- 1y . immovable
monuments 2 sures : " have resolved t
conclude a Qpaty with that end in view and te
L | e Al S e Yo s s
culture be respected and protected in ne of war end peace have azreed upon
the following articles, = ) e

The hxétoric monumente wussums, scientific, artistic, educational and
cultural institutions shell be considered as neutral and as such respected and
protected by the belligerents, - =

The same respect and protection shell be sccorded to the historic manument$

scientific, artistic , educetional end culturel instiiutions in tiwe of
3 well as in ware
Article 2,

neutrailty of, end protection &nd respect due to, the monuwents and
institutions mefitioned in the preceding articl 1 be recoznized in the
entire expanse of territories subject to t h :
end acceding States , without eny discrimination &s tokthe Stete el’eﬁfgnce
Qr said monuments end institutions. The respective Covernments a_reé t; edopt
the measures of internal le_islation necessary to insure said protection and
respecl.

e shal

Article 35,

In order to identify the monuments end institutions mentioned in article
use may be made of a distinctive flag ( red circle with a triple red sphere
the circle on a white background ) in accordance with the model attached to
t reaty .

Artic
8

The signatory Governmente end those wvhich eccede to this treaty , shall
to the Pan American Union , at the time of signeture or accession , or et any
time thereafter , & 1ist of the monuments and institutions for which they Cesire
the protection agreed to in this treaty.

The Pen Americen Union, when notifying the Governments of signatures or
accessions , shall also send the list of monuments end institutions mentioned
in this article , &nd shall inform the other Governments of eny chenges in s&id

Article rj °

The mohuments end inetitvutions mentioned in article I shall cease to enjoy
the privileges recognized in the present treaty in case they are made use of
Por military purposese

Article Ge.

The States which do not sign the present treaty on the date it epened for

signeture , mey sign or adffere 1o it at any time. _
ArtAcle 7 X

The instruments of acceSsion &s Vell-&e those of ratification and denunciaﬂ?ﬂ
of the present treaty shall be deposited with the Pen Americen Union , which
ghall communicete notice of :the ect of deposit to the other signetory or &cceding
States.

Article 8.

The present treaty mey be denounced at any time by any of the signatory or
scceding 8tates and the denunciation shell go into effect three months after
notice of it hes been given to the other esignetory or &cceding States.

In witness whereof , the under signed Plenipotenteries , efter having
deposited their full powers found to be in due and proper form , ®ign this treaty
on behalf of their respective goverrments, and affix thereto their seals , on
the dates appearing opposite their signetures.
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The principle Museums throughout the world endersed the Pact, from the start,

e

and the leading spirite of the time - King Albert of Belgium, President R

-
Rabéndrenath Tagore, Maurice Meeterlinck, Mershal Lyeutey, _ave their enthusiastic
support while great military authorities such as the Bearon de Theun lectured on

the Pact in the military schools « To this cen be added the adherence of hundreds

the leesding, peliticians,

Dr George Chklaver explained : - " Seldom are all

the same thought , seldom are they united by the
Nicholas Roerich to create a movement which has won the ent
Governments and peoples alike; thus it wes proved once more that Beauty, -
Knowledze and Culture &re the best means to bring together the Membra disjecta
of humanity "
To-day there are many who &re ready to object that with the advent
* atomic werfare such a Pact will be ef little avail, However this does not
em to be the opinion of UNESCO . At the ' Intergovernmental Conference on the
otection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict ' held by this
orgenization at the Hague on July 3. 1954 and signed by 39 countries special
B

mention was made of the Roerich Pact : - " In 1935 , a Pact concerning the
protection of art and science instht utions and of historic monuments was si ned
in Washington ( Roerich Pact) The Pact conteined some very exteneive provieions ;
it applied not merely to historical monuments and museums, but to 211 institution
devotes to science, art, educvtiozim‘» culture "

There is every reason to think thet the Hegue Confe
had ite source in the Roerich Pacte. Four years previous
Coumittee had sent Dr J. Torres Bodet at thet time Director General of Unesca ,a
copy of the Pact with extracts from en extensive literature on the subject, The
Hegue Conference had aleo imiteted the Roerich Benner in the form of an emblem -
2 1ight blue equilateral triengle on a white circle- which had nothing like the
profound significetion of the Roerich emblem. President Roosevelt in his internatienat
broedeast on the Pact showed thet he had intuitively understood ite resl importanéi
when he said " This Treaty possesses & spirituel significence far deeper than the
text of the instrument itself "
To judge the Pact sccording to the meteriulistic end scientific fashione
of the woment would be misleading, Nicholas Roerich was essentially & man ef the
future . He was inepired by the certitude of a New Ere besed on spiritual activities
and psychic energies of a very high order - higher then edQmic energies L it i
not to be supposed then, thet such an advanced spirit-coiild heve been vholly
mistaken . Moreover the Western outlook to-day has 8Bt yet teken into 2ccount the
vest reservoirs of epiritual power that are latent iu Asia and have only now etartea
to reawalken, Nicholas Roerich , on the contrery took his inspiretien fre. these
spizitual sources and they gave him the certitude of a future more cenetructive,
more tolerant, more cultured end more luminous then the world of tp—day..
B .D.CONLAN .




