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Svetaslav Roerich : II

THE RUSSIAN ARTIST WHO PAINTED ON CANVAS THE
PZINDEA S

It was in 1936 at Lucknow that for the first time
the paintings of Svetaslav Roerich were exhibited in India.
Many of them were colourful and emotional portrayals of nature
and people in the T yan valleys. Prominent Indian Pginters
and critics gave their inted praise to them. In 194
Svetaslav who was attracted by the external & beauty and
internal life-force of Indig married the beautiful and well=-
known lady Devika Rani, a neice of Rabindranath Tagore (Mgha~-
<avi Tagore met Nicholas Roerich at London in 1920 and
persuaded him to come to India and stay here). After 1945

velaslav

Roerich took up his permanent residence in India(

Kuld, Delhi and Bangalore) and has been continuing his servi

to the cause of art. g‘ﬂis marital rehationship with  the

ar¢stocratic and cultured Devika Rani who is the crowned
queen of the film world zave zmd an effective Incentive to
gﬁOWing of his imaginative art. All the subjects of his
paintings since 1945 are completely Indian in spirit. The
reflection of the soul in them is unparalleled. The world of
art considers Svetaslav as the most eminent among the painters
of Indig,

In 1960 g collection of his rare paintings with
Indian background was exhibited at Delhi. The exhibition
which lasted for gbout two months and enjoyed by lakhs of
visitors was a notable event in the world of art. Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, himself a connoisseur of art, saw the
exhibltion thrice and recorded his apprecistion of the
paintings in his own beautiful literary style. The majority
of them were portralts of Pandit Jawaharlal ‘“ehru, Dr.
Radhakrishnan and Devika Rani, the snow-clad Himalaya
mountgins, the people living there, their ways of life, the
paddy fields of South India and the rites and practices of

the different tribes of India. In Svetaslav's paintings
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in 0il colours and tempera colours can be clearly seen the
fullness of the gsoul force, the beguty of form and the
imaginative mixing of colours characteéptic of his father
as well as his own joyfulness and rare capacity for
observation of life. The works of §vetaslav which have
attained the heights of art, maintain his wonderful and
unsurpassed individuality in the matter of tefhnical ability,
fundamental %oul force‘and daring in the use of colours. The
art of Svetaslavy attratice and thoughtful, 1s an individua-
listic, meaningful and beé%ﬁful combhnation of different
art schools like realism, symbolism and romanticism.
Svetaslav's art style proves that an artist who has imagin-
ation, vision, love of mankind, and love of the universe
can, without adopting any 'ism' paint pictures of a rather
spur ;
introspective nature which zpeax the viewers eye, mind,

hegrt and intellect to action. The exhibition at Delhi

: Unse
proclaimed the fact thatimimitable 'Roerich style' generally

considered by the world of art as a wonder stands suPreme,
different from gll other styles. Seeing the exhibition Dr,
Radhakrishngn, the philoaopheg,commerﬁed the excellence of
the subjects, their treatment and subjectivity.

Seeing the pictures the head of the Soviet Govt.
Kruschchev was filled with happiness and amazement. He was
overcome with emotion at the life-like portrajts of Pandit
Nehru and Dr.Radhakrishnan. *e heartily commended the extra-
ordinary ability of Svetaslav to portray, in an emotionagl
and artistic manner, Man who does not bow before obstacles
®R who proclaims war against them and marches on towards
progress with grit and courage, and also Nature 1in her
different moods, in both cases giving appropriate importance
to their form and soul. He also ¥ officially invited the
artist to Yake his paintings to Russia and exhibi%jghere.
Krushchev purchased Svetaslav's paintings 'Work of Kerala

women' presenting women in the Kergla countryside tying up

the paddy after reaping and included it in his own collection.




Seeing Roerich's paintings of nature in the Himalayas,
Gagarian the first traveller in outer space stated i
upsurge of emotion that the unearthly, brigh colourful
delinegtion of the sky in the pictures and the pleasure

he derived by seeing 1t was actually seen and enjoyed by
him during his space travel. No greater praise can be given
to the subjectivity and height of imggination of a great
artist. What the adventurous space traveller saw with his
eye the introspective artist saw with his imagingtion. This
is possible %®& only to an outstanding artist who is himself
a philosopher and who has integrated himself with Indian
thought, It is not surprising that in the presence of un-
earthly and unconquerable art Pandit Nehru, Dr.Radhagkri-
shnan and Krushchev who guided the destiny of nations and
Gagarin who creagted history by being the first outer space
traveller found incglculable pleasure. In this context we
have to remember the beliefs of the Righi-like Nicholas
Roerich., 'Art will integrate human society. There is only

one art,.It is indivisible, Art is f 11 people. Every

one gpprecigtes true art. The p springs of art should be
open to everyone at all times. The 1light art will create
in the hearts of men, universal » love
ever. Art 1s indispensible for the purification of th
hegrts of

ing art galleries of the world and the

private collections of inm tant & people the paintings

F:
Q

of Svetaslav Roerteh are prominently exhibited. Throug
his unrivalled paintings Svetaslav Roerich who has since
long merged himself with Indian culture and philosophy
brought out the beauty and the soul of Bharat in an attra-
ctive manner and thereby earned world-wide fame. As a proof

of it the President of Indig honoured him with the emiment

title !'Padma Bhushan' in 1961. Some of the first-rate

Paintings of Svetaslav Roeriég portraits and landscapes,
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SVETOSLAV ROERICH ;3 II. KAUMUDI WEEKTY

THS RUSSIAN ARTIST WHO PAINTED O CANVAS
L5 SOUT, OF INDIA,

It was in 1936 at Tucknow that  for the first time
the paintings of Svetoslav Roerich were exhibited in India,
Meny of them were colourful ‘and emotional: portrayals of
nature and people in the Himalayan valleys, Prominent
Indian Painters and critics gave their unstinted praise t
them, In 1945 Svetoslav who was attracted by the external
beauty and internal life-force of India married the beautiful
and well-known lady Devika Rani, a neice of Rabindranath
Tagore (Mahakavi. Tagore met Nicholas Roerich at Tondon in
1920 and persuasded him to come to India and stay here,)
After 1945 Svetoslav Roerich took up his permanent residence
in India (Kulu, Delni and Bangaloré) and has been continuing
his servicé to 'the cause of art, His marital relationship
with the aristocratic and cultured Devika Rani who is the
crowned queen of the film world gave an effective incentive
to the growing of his imaginative art., All the subjects of
hig paintings since 1945 are completely Indian in spirit,., The
reflection of ‘the soul.in them is unparalleled, The world of
art considers svetoslav as ﬁhe mo st emihent among the painters

of India,

In 1960 a collection of his rare paintings with
Indian background was exhibited at Delhi, The exhibition
Which 1astéd for about two months and enjoyed by lakhs of
visitors was a notable event in the world of art. Pandit
JawaharlalvNenru, himself a' connoisseur of art, saw the
exnibition thrice and recorded his eppreciation of the
Paintings in his own beautiful literary style. The majority
of them were portraits of Pandit Jawanarlal Nehru, Dr,

Radhakrishnan and. Devika Rani, the snow-clad Himalaya

mountains, the people living there, their ways of life, .the




paddy fields of South India and the rites and practices of
the different tribes of India, In Bvetoslav's paintings

in 0il colours and tempera colours can be clearly seen the
fullness of the soul force, the beauty of form and the
imaginative mixing of colours characteristic of his father
as well as his own joyfulness and rare capacity for
obsgervation of life, The works of Svetoslav which have
attained the heights of art, maintain his wonderful' snd
unsurpassed individuality in the matter of technical abilit
fundamental "soul force" and daring in the use of colours,
The art of gveltoslav, 'attractive and thoughtful, is an
individualistic, meaningful and beautiful combination of
different art schools like realism, symboliam and
remaenticism, Svetoslav!s art style proves that an artist
who ‘has imegination, vision, love of mankinq, and love of t
universe can, without adopting any 'ien! paint pictures of
a réther introspective hature which spur the viewer!'s eye,
mind, heart and intellect to action, The exhibition at
Delhi proclaimed the fact that the inimitable fRoerich
style'! generally considered by the world of art as a wonder

stands supreme, different from all other styles, 'Seeing

I
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the exhibition Dr, Radhekrisanan, the Philosopher, commended

the excellence of the subjects, their treatment and

“subjectivity,

Seelng thae piéfures the head of the Soviet Govermuent
Krushehev was filled with happiness and amazement, He was
‘overcome with emotion at the life-like portraits of Pgndit
Nehru: and pnr, Radhakrishnan. He>heartily commended the
extra-ordinary ability of‘Svetoslav to”éortnay, in an

émotional and artistic manner, Man who does not bow before

obstacles, who proclaims war against them and marches on

towards progress with grit and courage, and also Nature in
her different moods, in both cases giving appropriate

importance to their form and soul, He also officially




invited the artist to take his paintings to Russia and
exhibit them there,  Krushchev purchased Svetoslav's_
Paintings 'Work of Kerals Women'! presenting women in the
Kerala countryside tying up the paddy after Teaping and
included it in his own collection, Seeing Roerich's
Paintings of nature in the Himalayas, Gagarian the first
traveller in outer space stated in an upsurge of emotion
that the unearthly, bright, colourful delineation of the.

sky in the pictures and the pleasure hé drived by seeing it
Was actually seen and enjoyed by him during his space travel
No greater praise can be given to the subjectivity and‘
height of.imagination of a great artist, What the adventurous

space traveller saw with his eye the introspective artist

saw with his imagination, = This is possible only to an out-

Standing artist wino is nimself a philosopher and who has
integrated himself with Indian thought, It is not surprising
that in the presence of unearthly and unconquerable art Pandit
Nehru, Dr, Radhakfishnan and Kruéhchev who guided the destiny
of nations and Gagarin who created history by being the

first outer spage traveller found incalculable pleasure, In
this context we have to remember the beliefs of the Righi-.
like Nicholas Roerich, 'Art will integrate human society,
There is only one art. It is indivisible. Art is for all
People, Hvery one appreciates true art, ~ The pure springs of
art should be open to everyone at all times, The light of
art will create in the hearts of mén, universal love that is
freéh for ever, Art is indispensible for the purification

of the hearts of ment,

In the leading art galleries of the world and the
Private collections of important People the paintings of
Svetoslav Roerich are Prominently exhibited. Through his

unrivalled paintings Svetoslav Roerich who has since long




merged himself with Indian culture and philosophy brought
out the beéuuy and the soul of Bharat in an attractive
manner and thereby earned world-wide fame, As a proof

of it the President of India honoured him with the eminent
title 'Padma Bhushan''in 1961, Some of the first;rate

paintings of Svetoslav Roerich, portraits and landscapes
?

have been exhibited at the Museum Annexe of the Shri Chitra

Art Gallery at Trivandrum, They are invaluable tregsures

of art, October 23 is the Sixtieth Birthday of this
unequalled artist who has been maintaining  intimate
relationship with indian culture and the Indian people, Oﬁ
this auspicious day which gives happiness to every one wWho
loves India, art and culture, let us wish him good health,
long life and every prosperity, Iet us say, our hearts

full of gratitude; may the artistic capabilities of this
Person, who is a lover of humanity and believer in universal
fraternity; continue without impediment to interpret to the
outside world in a larger measure the Jeevatma and Paramatma
of India, This writer, who for a quarter of a century has
been having intimate and unbroken friendsnip with the
Roerich family, can say wiﬁh certainty, that as a man,
artist and friend, Svetoslav Roerich, lover of Bharat, is

& shining example,

PADMANABHAN TANMPY.
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