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FOR THE 60TH BIRTHDAY OF SVETOSLAV ROERICH

23RD _OCTOBER 1904 - 23RD OCTOBER 1964 ,

Jubilees are followed by Hvaluations,

To define the place which an artist occupies in the
multifaceted world of Art is s ddffieult task, But at times
it becomes even more complicated, There are artists whose
workf not only raises the question of their place in Art,
but also of their place in life, Precisely such an artist
is Svetoslav Roerich, His creative work goes far beyond

the narrow esthetic definitions, The numerous prob’em atics
ck
of pictorial art reallv now§ nly one problem wnlch stirs
1S

f o

everybody's hearts) “Hie- formulation is short - "The meaning

of humsn exigstence®,

Its essence is boundless just as boundless - as cosmic

AJ”7“6” Daee ;
life, W the service of this problem‘glves Fis art,bvetoqlev 3

V4

'Rogflcn!= This art makes us ask not only how life should be
1nterpreted)but also how one sinould live, and the artist
does not avoid this question, His paintings give daring,
reassuring)full of striving and interesting answers e e
~knowiedge of certain fundamentals which 3& never distorted

by the small wavelets of mental vacillations,

Svetoslav Roerich is beyond the clamour after passing
effects, The effects portrayed in his canvases are just as
balanced as the leading essential sources of life, In the

Portraits of his brush we are struck by the living thought

f the people that are portrayed, The leadingfﬁigg;nt in man

is his consciousness, the work of his thought, Svetoslav
Roerich knows how to portray this thought when it is directed
towards something significant, towards something which
144)
Justifies the name-ian,
In the landscapes of the artist we feel the penetration

of his thought into the sanctum sanctorum of Nature, into the

solemn beauty 0f cosmic existence,




In his genre scenes the themes treated do not exhaust
the full content of the painting, Bvery theme 1is-treated
by the artist on a plane of man's belonging to a big,
conscious and well belanced life, The series of paintings
to which belongs his Triptych which dea,lfwith“the' fates.of
mgnkind and such canvases as Pieta, Hasten, Jacob and the
Angel, Man Behold, depict the anxieties of the artist, These
are enxieties or preoccupations with the paths chosen by

menkind --thoughts about a worthy existence ofgﬂén.

The artist believes in ¥an, he has faith in the bright

future of Mankind, but he also knows that " faith without

deeds is dead."

Svetoslav Roerich has unders%eed the truth and power
of gbauty. This is his key not only to the laws that govern
art, but also to the laws of Life, If only every thought,
every émotion, every impulse and every action of man ﬁnuldhm;
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< L
. have beauty as their mcasure - Life would be transformed,

In the creative work of the artist we find this -
transformed life, as well as the struggle for this transe
formation, the triumph of reasson, the joy of love and the
deep sorrow for the unavoidable victims, Beauty and
fnowledge, upon tihese foundations was built the life of
Svetoslav Roerich and developed his art, He joined those
Wworld elites who through many generations and through many
trials carry the torch of beauty, as the light of knowledge.
Svetoslav Roerich received this commission directly from the
hands of hiS’%éther, Nichola; Konstantinovich Roerich, This is a
great honour,‘but also a great responsibility, and precisely with
a responsibility for everything he creates is permested the
art of Svetoslav Roerich., It has no enpty places, According
to one's own point of view one may agree or disagree with some
of his paintings, but one cannot deny fheir right of existence,

They all belong not only to an art expressed by a great mastery

of the brush, but also to an art of a high order of thought,




This thought guides the life of the artist, His cultural
end public activities, his great knowledge and his g00d-
Will have received the widest aceclaim in many countries =
The wide, intense activities of Svetoslav Roerich snd his
sparkling with youth art do not permit to generalise and
draw any conclusions on the dividing line of his Sixtieth
Anniversary., All that has already been accomplished by him
gives us faith that much more will be accomplished in the

future,

P
The world of the [feautiful created by him, reflects

the infinity of human possibilities and Infinity knows no
withering of old age, The higher the guiding star, the
longer, higher and more beautiful is the Hath that leads

towards it,

Let us wish Svetoslav Roerich for his Sixtieth

Birthday to follow this Path for many, many years to come,

P, BELIKOV
October 1964,




