THE ART_OF SVETQSLAV ROERICH
By
Shakuntala Balu

Svetoslav Roerich, tie great Russian artist, with his glowing
face and flowing white beard, looks a saint,, despite his western attire,
his colourful raw-silk bush shirts notwithstanding.

For, art to him is religion, the universe sheer art and to
create great art is to realise onenmess with the universe. g A6 elfifil=
cult to believe that svenm in this jet age, we have such a painter, who
not only portrays but also writes, talks and breathes art. Yes!
Svetoslav Roerich is a living legend, and fortunately for us lives in
Bangalore, with his gracious wife, Devika Rani.

Born with brush

It looks as though Svetoslav was bornm with a brush and palstte
in his hand, as the son of Prof. Nigholas Roerich. His father influenced
his thinking deeply and helped to cast him in the same mould. It is
amazing how identical are their thoughts, philosophy and views on many
subjectse. It is truly a "Himalayan" instance of a father and son dreaming
the same dreams and working for the same cause of art, beauty and peace.

Maybe the mighty Himalayas has wrought this miracle, s ince
S vetoslav was brought up inm the folds of these mighty ranmges, where his
father, who could not resist the spiritual call of these divine mountains,
came from far off Russia and settled doune.

Svetoslav's career as a painter began at a very young age and
the genius in him earnmed for him instantly world-wide recognition including
the Internatiomal Sesquicentennial Award of Philadelphia.

In fact, he had the rare privilege of being accorded equal recog-
nition with his renowned father and they often exhibited their works
together. There is great similarity in their work, yet the two are diffe-
rent, for they are two truly great artists and each one has expressed the
soul of thinmgs in his own manner. Each work of art reflected the indivi-
dual personality and the two have displayed their own inner v ision, the
beauty of their compositions uniting in this diversity.

Now, in this year of his father's centenary and his own 70th
birthday, which both fall in October 1974, Svetoslav feels moved to realise
that his works and his father's priceless paintings will be exhibited
together, after several years, all over Russia.

Vast_ preparations

"There have been requests from many other countries for these
exhipitions, but at the moment I have not planned anything further than
these Russian exhibitions," said Dr. Svetoslav Roerich, describing the
vast preparations and work involved in taking out these paintings to Russia.

The capable organiser that she is, Madame Devika Rani Roerich,
has taken several responsibilities off her husband's shoulders, to give
him more time for his art and writings. "There are 189 paintings that
have so far been got ready in 80 crates ... these will be flown to
Moscow, in a specially chartered plane. Moscow is the venue of the
first exhibition," said Br. Roerich.







Madame Roerich showed a facsimile of the stamp of Prof. Nicholas
Roerich being released by the Government of India on October 9, 1974, as a
centenary tribute-—a fitting memoir indeed for a great master painter,
revered by his equally great contemporaries like Tagore, Gandhiji, Father
Andrews, Jawaharlal Nehru and cthers.

If India, the country of his adoption, has done him proud, the
country of his birth, Russia, has gone all out to perpetuate his memory
and taken interest to show the works of the Roerichs to the Russian public.
Many of the younger generation are getting this unique chance for the first
time in their lives, to see together the paintings of two great artists,
who are universally acclaimed. This is indeed necessary in the wake of
the extreme awareness Russians of late are showing in even modern art!

It is difficult to classify or label the works of Svetoslav
Roeriche One cannot type them either as traditional or modern, .since
his work, like that of his father's, is for all times, as true art aluays is.
His large, lovely landscapes show the vast panorama of nature and its
resplendence, as compared to insignificant humans.

Often they portray the hidden beauties of the mountains, in all
their glory, at different times of the day, at different seasons of the year,
in bright, pulsating tempera colours, rich tones, mixed with subtle hues,
and as near to natural shades as has ever come out of any artist's palette
and brush. All this plus their spiritual inner quality eloguently
communicating with the viewers, appealing to them, calling them and moving
them, as only the Roerichs cane

When animals and humans are present in these paintings Svetoslav
Roerich makes them vibrate the same mood and the same chythm of nature.
I have seen only a limited number out of the 7000 and ocdd paintings of
Prof. Nicholas Roerich and that too the smaller sized ones. I remember
mostly the mountains in tonecs of grey, blue and black, with only hints of
other tints of colour, and of course the snowy tops iit white. But the
magic these small paintings have, the inmer depth they convey is something
that cannot be described, but can only be experienced.

I have been fortunate to see several of Svetoslav Roerich's
paintings at his lovely home in the Tadogunni Estate of essential oil plants.
It is an ideal milieu——his well-equipped, well-lit studio--for all his can-
vases are so colourful. He is a silent, but superb display man when he
promises to show you his work. And oh! when the canvases are shouwn,
one after another, you are transported to a strange world of beauty of joy
and of delirious delight.

Was this what Keats meant when he saids: A thing of beauty is
a joy for ever," Oh no! This is something far beyond, for you cannot
experience such peace, such joy, such bliss, in any other way. The
paintings make you forget yourself and gives you a stranoe elation, a
feecling of immense puace of a transcendental quality. If this is not
true art and religion, what else is?

It is wonderful the way Roerich has created an atmosphere for
himself, far from the bustle of Bangalore city. This very peace he
has been able to breathe into all his paintings for all of us to GXper—
ience. To Svetoslav, all great art must reflect nature and art has to
portray the beautiful. "hy take the ugly and inmortalise it in the
form of a painting?" he asks and says, "let us learn to see the good in
everything around us and portray that in our paintings ... This will
gladden the viewer and help create an atmosphere of peace and better
understanding."







A truly great philosophy explained in so sinple a manner,
echoing his faith in art as a means of grand communication. Yes!
to Dr. Roerich all art has to communicate without needing any expla-
nation. It is surprising that, like im all other things, in painting
too, to be simple is most difficult and recuires a clear mind and
greater appreciation of the soul of things. Then only will art really
communicate beauty and peace to those coming under its influence.

As a corollary

Another instance came to me as a corollary to emphasise
Dr. Roerich's contribution to peace, when I saw a few ink and colour
pencil sketches, by the, revered Radhakrishna Swamiji in Bangalore.
He had done simple sketches, portraying in different ways, mountains,
pools, trees, temples and pathuways. But then the peace and serenity
in these drawings is something that has to be sensed rather than
explained.

When contemporary art reaches this stage of development of
being able to communicate, to bring happiness and peace to the pecple,
then it would really have reached a high levels The works of a living
genius like Svetoslav Raerich is indeed a pathway in this directione.
Syetoslav Roerich believes in simple living, high thinking and the yoga
of arte. Men like him do not relax, retire or renounce; for life to
them is holy, work is art, art is religion and religion fulfilment.
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