MEDAL OF HONOUR

to

SVETOSLAV ROERICH

Raj, Bhavan, CALCUTTA, West Bengal
1l1th February 1971.

Excerpt from the speech by His Excellency,
Shri Shanti Swarup Dhavan, Governor of
West Bengal.

Today we are gathered to honour two eminent persons
each an eminent artist in his own sphere. Their respective
spheres may appear very different from each other's, but on
deeper reflection that is not so. Linguistic and painting both
contribute to the cause of the unity of human race each in its
own way. It will not be proper for me a layman to assess the
quality of the achievements of these two eminent persons. I
shall not even attempt to do it. I am very happy to be associated
with this function in honour of two immortals because association
with immortals makes even mortals immortal at least to some extent
by way of illustration. In years to come when biographers of
Prof. Suniti Kumar Chatterji and Dr. Roerich mention this evening's
episode and write that they were honoured by the Calcutta Art
Society in the Marble Hall of Raj Bhavan. It is possible that
the biographers may also casually mention that the Governor of
West Bengal at that time happen to be an individual called so and so.
So both these immortals will lend a tiny fraction of their immortality
to the present Governor. This is one reason why I am very happy
to be present on this occasion.

Today India is undergoing a process of change. This process

is affecting the realm of art. Two questions arise in this process.
FFirst, to what extent is art national and to what extent international.
Secondly, what will be the status of Indian art in the world of the
future and whether Indian art can make any significant contribution

to the movement towards internationalism. The two questions are
inter-connected. If art is not international but purely national -
the question of Indian contribution towards art becomes unimportant.

The question whether art is national or international cannot
be answered by a simple answer. By way of contrast science today

is international. A research student in nuclear physics in Trombay

and his counter-parts in the United States are members of the same
fraternity. They must know ahat has been achieved in their particular
sphere by scientists in their countries.




But the position of art is more complex. I would say that
in the world conditions of today art is both national and international.
For example, the West today is living in turbulance and its art
reflects that spirit of unrest. But the question which comes to
my mind very often is: what does the Indian art of today reflect?
it is a very difficult question to answer. By way of illustration,
the cave paintings of Ajanta reflect the spirit of the times.
It derives its inspiration from the gracious figure of the Buddha
and the paintings narrate in line and colour the episodes from his
numerous. incarnations where he returned to earth again and again to
alleviate the sufferings of man. These paintings also reflect
the philosophy of Buddha that the mortification of the flesh
is absolutely irrelevant to spiritual life. The human figures
in Ajanta, particularly the female figures reflect its philosophy.
There is no repression of the flesh and women with lovely figures
are seen mingling with men close to the figures of Buddha.

What about the Indian art of today? I sometimes feel that
the Indian art still caters for that narrow class which was created
by Macauley and other imperialists to serve as tools of British
imperialism. This class still holds sway even after independence.

There is one aspect of art which I must emphasize. What is an
artist entitled to expect from society and conversely what is society
entitled to expeet from him? Art has its roots in social life and,
therefofe, an artist in the last resort must function in the
service of the people. He cannot claim to have a status above
society - a status which is represented by such phrases as art
for art sake and so on.

An artist makes a living out of his art, whether he is an

humble painter struggling to make both ends meet or whether he is

a genius like Kalidasa or Shakespeare or Leonardo Da Vinei.
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MEDAL OF HONOUR

to
SVETOSLAV ROERICH

Raj Bhavan, CALCUTTA, West Bengal
11th February 1971.

Welcome Address by Mr. Justice S.A. Masud -
President of Calcutta Art Society.

Your Excellency, Mrs. Dhavan, distinguished guests, ladies

and gentlemen -

On behalf of the Calcutta Art Society, it is my pleasant
duty to welcome you all. The Society is one of the many
many cultural organisations in Calcutta who are dedicated to
the promotion of universal values of life through Art. This
they do without any rivalry, competition, hostility among the
different units and their whole mission is to maintain and
develop the Indian tradition and its historic contributions
to world culture. We have assembled here to express our deep
appreciation and regard for two outstanding personalities in

India.

Dr. Suniti Chdterjee - our National Professor, is a man
of superb intellect and of great learning. His speeches,
writings have always been refreshing and have inspired many
many people both in and outside India to new horizons of thought
and ideas. He is one of those persons from whom you always

learn when you talk to him.

Similarly we have the privilege of honouring Dr.Roerich,
a great connoisseur of Art and a Painter of great eminence.
His philosophy of life, ways and thoughts, have found eloquent
expression in his works of Art, which would remain as precious
treasures for all time to come. His dignified personality, inspir-

ing views, and extremely courteous approach to any subject of

discourse would be remembered with regard and gratitude.

It is needless to mention that by honouring Dr. Chatterjee

and Dr. Roerich, we are honouring ourselves.




Before I conclude, please allow me to draw your

attention to the presence of Smt. Devika Rani, the beloved
wife of Dr. Roerich, who happen to be present this evening here.

She has been an inspiring and popular personality among the
lovers of Art and people of Bengal can never forget her.

We are grateful to her, Dr. Roerich and Dr. Chatterjee,

His Excellency the Governor and all the guests to make

this spnecial convocation a success.
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Mr. Justice S.A. Madud
M.A., LL.B., Barrister-at-
Law

CALCUTITA.










CALCUTTA ART SOCIETY'S MEDAL-OF-HONOUR

to
SVETOSLAV ROERICH

Calcutta,
Svetoslav Roerich, famed Artist and Humanist,

has been awarded the coveted Calcutta Art Society's Medal-
of -Honour this year.

Svetoslav Roerich, whose works are known throughout
the world and are exhibited in India and in many international
galleries, will be present in Calcutta to receive the Award
at a ceremony on the 1ith February 1971.

Previous recepients of the Award include Nandalal
Bose, Jamini Roy, 0.C, Gangooly, Prof. Guiseppe Tucei,
the eminent oriental scholar of Italy, S.T. Konenkov,
leading sculptor of the U.S5.S.R., and Petar Lubarda of
Yugoslavia,

The Medal-of-Honour for "Art and Humanism" was
initiated in 1962 on the occasion of the Societyt's Silver
Jubilee and Rabindranath Tagore's birth centenary. It is
awarded to a person for his outstanding contribution to Art
and meritorious service for better understanding in human
relationship through Art and Literature.
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CALCUTTA ART SOCIETY

PROGRAMME
of the
special convocation
at Raj Bhavan, Calcutta,
on Thursday the 11th February 1971 at 6 p. m.

Arrival of the girls carrying gifts etc., and performing ‘“Baran”
of the Governor and other guests on the dias.

Vedic Hymn.

Welcome Address by Mr. Justice S. A. Masud, President of
Calcutta Art Society.

‘Reading of Sanskrit Scriptures by Dr. Roma Chowdhury.

* “Reading of:Citation by Shri Pranabeshchandra Sinha, in favour
“of ‘Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterji and handing over “Anga- -
" Bastram” and ‘“Tamra-Lipi” by the Governor to Dr. Chatterji.

Words of Thanks by Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterji.

~ Reading of Citation by Shri Pranabeshchandra Sinha in favour
of Shri Svetoslav Roerich, and handing over ‘“Anga-Bastram’’
and “Tamra-Lipi” by the Governor to Shri Roerich.

Words of Thanks by Shri Svetoslav Roerich.

Address by Shri Shanti Swarup Dhavan, Governor of West
Bengal.

Vote of Thanks by Shri Banamali Das, Vice-President,
Calcutta Art Society.

Song.

“Shanti-Vachan” by Dr. Roma Chowdhury.
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Sir,

Your contribution in the field of linguistics has achieved
distinction as a remarkably Iucid interpreter of several aspects of
Indian culturé and its affinities with other: cultures. -You have
achieved an _international reputation as an authority on Indo-
European linguistics through your work-as member or - chairman
of important international bodies.

You have rendered great services to the Calcutta University
for.over thirty years as Khaira Professor of Indian Linguistics.

Your Talks and Lectures on Art in-India and abroad have
earned for you a distinct place amongst the authors and critics
of art. s

For your valuable contribution towards lucid .inte'rpretation

of Indian culture you have been awarded Padma Vibhusan by the
President of India. i

We request you, Sir, to accept our humble gifts presented
to you in the name of the citizens of Calcutta in appreciation of
your achievements and endeavours throughout your artistic career.
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Sir,

You are a distinguished artist. Your paintings, cover a
vast range of themes, and show not only great technical skill but
also creative imagination and spiritual insight.

Your art received early recognition, and your exhibitions
of paintings held in the U.S.A., U.S.S.R. and some other countries

in Europe brought for you number of top awards.

Your birth in Russia and then your education in Sweden,
U.K., and the U.S.A. gave you inner depth and vision of the
World. You are now an Indian citizen and we are proud of you.
For your services in the course of Art in this country you have

been awarded “Padma Bhusan” by the President of India.

We request you, Sir, to accept our humble gifts presented
to you in appreciation of your achievements and endeavours thro-

ughout your artistic career.
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T. J. Mathew (Managing Director )

Dady House, Top Floor, 50 Vir Nariman Road, Bombay-1. Phone : 212906

Publishers of SIGNATURE
~the magazine for the pace setters

BOMBAY CALLING

BENGAL CALLING

DELHI CALLING

the complete guides to
Bombay, Calcutta and Dethi

It is a matter of pleasure to know that vou

o n 3 : x SR T |
recivient of the Caleoutta Art Societv!s Medal
£for vour ountetan 4-} no :.‘cx""‘."ﬂ: e ag an artiaet anAd

3 s 1 SR e X Teeph B’
your laudahle service as a humanist, Xi
hearty congratulations,

of wvours

would like to use i ) 7 £ ure "Happenings'"?
like use in ‘ ure i ¢

Nlean sure oI

66 Tivoli Court

79 Jorbagh I'A Ballygunge Circular Road 29508 Oceanport Road

New Delhi-3 Calcutta-19 Palos Verdes Peninsula

Phone : 61 1831 Phone: 444215 California 90274 USA







o

Doporrs CoSnocal fHekoatb ,
&;4 é(’é 9] %’Lg"“ ,ga £ /u;;f/kué{ ASFO C
610" AN 04 gl Copondeicutu
) e s & = BT | ) 4

UKy obnta, U lxyporue fJr2a 78 fa,
= WlrrO gact dreelicerx2C S0 i, ‘Q*
4‘:/7 Cnl Xo6, /(ﬁ‘ug _ ,/é{’-t «?ud""&i""‘“‘? 9@
=7 /5ol procositt z [l A LoD LY R lecieéy

é /L//‘ Lt ,:7 = /{W O Sl AL Fle -}t/k_u./ééc e
Paccom E.(Cepeép;wcmul-f/( = C’ﬁd‘"(}_/[é 26:/&4( 1{</~ /)a ALl -
[5/1-“( (<& .,///2/(2/6( DAl plepeid




10 GPFER OUT TEBR-

NDIAN POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS DEPARTMENT

TELEGRAM -

i \ A A O ' ' / S
7 il / s
By /(\ \\\' . M@/ -

- \ \'.ﬁm
¥he sequence of entrish e° thwe begining of ttogrons b
J of telegram, time handsd in, serial oumber, office of crigin.,
ie, aprvice instructiens (if eny) and sumber of worde

»

o U This form must eocoMPpany edy enquiry rupw*u

this telogram.




FOLDER NO.§
A

B BB B8 BB GBS BB BB BB BB BB S EEBE B

Do

&
&
&
&
&
&
&

PRESS CUTT INGS

%wwﬁ
B0 Qo Q0 R0 BB R0 £ 2o B R

g&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&




i
L
{
{
{
ot

T L Wb 555

APRIL/MAY 1971

THE MAGAZINE FOR PACE SETTERS

ignafure

Rs. 5/-




Dr. Svetoslav Roerich is the recipient of
the Calcutta Art Society’s Medal of honour
for his outstanding service as an artist and
for his well-known efforts as a humanist.
Dr. Roerich is a known painter of Interna-
tional repute. —the great son of a great
father. Nicholas Roerich, the world famous
painter, is his father.

Dr. Roerich lives in Bangalore with his
wife, the redoubtable Smt, Devika Rani.
Dr. Roerich and Madam Roerich are the
recipients of the highest national Awards.
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BANGALORE, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1971 CITY
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ROERICH HONOURED

The renowned Russian arfist
Svetoslav Roerich, who has
settled down in Bangalore for
the past decade joins the select
band of artists and humanists |
who have won the Calcutta Art

Society’s ‘“Medal
award for 1970.

of Honour”

Roerich is a prominent visi-
tor to the City’s art circles. He
is invariably found as a men-
ber of judging committees in
art competitions in the City

. during the past few years. Be-

cides, he has been given the
place of & friend, philosopher
and guide for almost all the
budding = artists of Bangalore,
if not the whole of Mysore
State. So, the honour done to
Roerich is as much an honour
done to the City and the State.

Though not as famous as his
celebrated father, who is
often: referred to as a Rishi,
Roerich is well-known in art
circles all over the world. His
works are exhibited in almost
all the famous international
galleries. He is as much res-
pected for his contribution to-
wards better understanding in
human relationship.

The award, “Medal of Ho-~

4. nour” for “Art and Humanism”

‘was Instituted in 1962 in con-

nection with the Society’s silver
jubilee and Poet Rabindranath

Tagore's birth centenary. The

Roerich

e

=T

presentation® of the award has
been fixed for February 11 ab
Calcutta, when  Roerich will
personally receive it.

Bminent Indian artists like
Nandalal Bose, Jaimini RoY,

0. C. Gen%hu!y besides

ps Tuccl, e'eminent orien
scholar of Italy, the USSR.
Sculptor 8. T. Konenkov

Peter Lubado of Yugoslavia are.

among the previous winners of
this coveted award.
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Honour for
Roerich

BANGALORE, Feb. 6

Svetoslav Roerich, famed. artlst
and humanist, has been awarded
the coveted Calcutta Art Society’s
medal-of-honour this year.

Svetoslav Roerich, whose works
are known throughout the world
and are exhibited in India and
in many international galleries,
will be present in Calcutt® to re-
ceive the award at a ceremony
on Feb. 11.

Previous recipients of the
award include Nandalal Bose,
Jamini Ray, 0. C. Ganguly,
Prof. Guiseppe Tucci, the eml-
nent oriental scholar of . Italy,
S. T. Konenkov, leading soulptor
of the USSR and Peter Lubarda
of Yugoslavia. |

THE SUNDAY STANDARD, FEBRUARY 7, 1971 1
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Calcutta Honour
for Roerich
BY OUR STAFF REPORTER

BANGALORE, Feb. 6.

Svetoslay Roerich, famed artist,
has been awarded the Calcutta
Art Society’s medal of honour this
year.

Svetoslav Roerich, whose works
are known throughout the world,
will receive the award at a cre-
mony in Calcutta on February 11,
1971

Previous recipients of the award
include Nandalal Bose, Jaimini
Roy, 0. C. Gangooly, Prof. Gui-
seppe Tucci, oriental scholar of
Ttaly, S. 7. Konenkov, Soviet sculp-
tor and Petar Lubarda of Yugo-
slavia.

The award, instituted in 1962
on the occasion of the Society’s
silver jubilee and Rabindranath
Tagore’s birth centenary, is award-
ed to a person for his outstanding
contribution to art and for better
human understanding throtigh art
and liferature.

THE HINDU, Sunday, February 7, 1971.
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Award for Roerich

BANGALORE, February 7: Sveto-
slay Roerich, noted artist and huma-
nist, - has been awarded the coveted
Calcutta Art Society’s medal of hon-
our this year,

Roerich, whose works are known
throughout the world and are exhibit-
ed in India and in many international
galleries, will be present in Calcutta
to receive the award at a ceremony
on Thursday—P.T.1.

THE TIMES OF INDIA, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 81971 7
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yRoerich to get
Calcutta Art
Society medal

By A Staf¥ Reporter

The Calcutita Art Society’s Medal-
of-Honour, awarded to Mr. Svetoslav
Roerich this year, will be presented
to the famous artist and humanist
at a gpecial ceremony in Calcutta on
Wednesday.

The award which is for “Art and
Humanism” was startéd in 1962 on
the occasion of the Society’s Silver
Jubilee and the birth eentenary of
Rabindranath Tagore. It is given
every year to a person for his out-
standing contribution to art and
meritorious service for better under-
standing of human relationship
through Art and Literature,

Previous recipients of the coveted
award include Nandlal Bose, Jaimini
Roy, Prof. Guiseppe Tucci, the emi-
nent oriental scholar of Italy, O. C.
Ganguly, Peter Lubarda of Yugosla-
via ‘and S. T. Konenkov, the noted

sculptor of the USSR, /1
8 ”
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Artistes honm_l—red

CALCUTTA, Feb, 11: Two emi-
nent personadities—Dr. Sunili Kumar
Chatterji (linguist) and Dr. Svetoslav
Roerich (Russian painter)—were hon-
oured for their contributions in their
respective fields at a special convo-
cation of the Calcutta Art Society |
here today. ;

The West Bengal + Goyernor, Mr.
S. S. Dhavan, gave away the medals
of honour at a function held at Raj |
Bhavan this evening—P.T.I.
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Suniti Chatterjee &

Roerich Honoured
By a Staff Reporter

At a colourful function at Raj
Bhavan, on Thursday, Dr Suniti
Kumar Chatterjee and Dr Sveéto-
slav Roerich receiyed Medals-of-
Honour from Calcutta Art Society.
The Governor, Mr S. S. Dhavan,

resided. Mrs Davika Rani Roer=
ich was also present at the func-
tion.

The citation referred to Dr Chat-
terjee’s contributions in linguistics
and his lucid interpretations ' of |
several aspects of Indian culture
and its afinities with othér cul-
tures. Dr Roeérich’s paintings, the
citation stated, covered a vast
range of themes and showed not
onh great technical skill but also
creative imagination and spmtual
insight.

The Society’s president, Mr Jus-
tice S. A Masud, referred to the
work done by the two distinguish-
eq citizens of India in' their res-
pective fields of art. Dr Roma
Chowdhury, Vice-Chancellor, Ra-
bindra Bharati University, wel-
comed them.
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Suniti Chatterjee,
Dr. Roerich
receive award

By A Staff Reporter

National Professor Suniti
Chatterjee .~ and Russian-born
Artist Dr. Svetoslav Roerich
received awards at a special
convocation held by Calcutta
Art Saciety at Raj Bhavan on
Thursday.

The Governor, Mr. Dhawan,
presided at the ceremony Both
received ‘Angabastram’ and
‘Tamralipta’ awards.

Dr. Roerich observed that as
a painter he was interested in
‘objective art’ which the com-
mon peoplé could understand
and enjoy. Bengal and India
were the twin sources of the
inspiration behind his art.. It
was in Calcutta that he first
made his mark as a painter.
He also recalled his long ties
with Tagore and his stay in
Calcutta in the ‘twenties.

In his brief address, National
Professor Chatterjee said he
had been acquainted with Roe-
rich’s art over a long time,
Recalling the painter’s contri-
bution to art, he also praised
the role of the Art Society ''in
this context,

Mr. Justice S. A, Masnd
welcomed the gathering, while
Roma Chaudhury, Vice-Chan-
cellor of Rabindra Bharati,
recited from Sanskrit scrip-
tures. ‘

|
b !
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E Nicholas Roerich alive to-
day few things would have
pleased him more than the accolade
bestowed by the Calcutta Art Society
on his son, Sveto-

slav.
Svetoslav is the
distinguished ~ son

whose murals still
adorn some of the
better known mu-

he (United States.

still preserved as

a memorial to him
Roerich by his son. The
Calcutta  Art Society’s Medal - of
Honour is bestowed not only for
distinction as an artist but for ser-
vice as'a humanist., It is a medal
of honour for art and humanism,

Artists are not always noted for
their humanism, Indeed most of the
celebrated artists Ariel has met have
been selfish egocentrics. Svetoslav is
rare in combining the sensitivity of
an artist with the sensitivity of &
human  being. He is an outgiving
person | qualifying  for Bernard
Shaw’s definition of the old-fash-
joned term of gentleman—‘one who
puts ifto the common stock more
than he takes out of it.”

of a famous father |

f seums of art in

$1a udmborl
— .27/

. Svetoslav's wife, Devika Rani, &
film pioneer in her own right was
also recently the recipient of & film
award, . e
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LAOS, the incredible king-
dom of Laos where any-
thing could happen, is in
the news. As in Noah's ark
the animals come in two by
two.

While North Vietnam infilirates
the Ho Chin Minh Trail on one
side, South Vietnam supported by
American aircraft infiltrates it on
another. Laotian  politics have
always been froth and bubble.
| Everything in that country seems
topsy-turvy.

Taos has no railroads, but it has
two capitals — the royal capital of
Luang Pra-
bang where the
king resides, and
the administra-
tive capital
Vientiane, where
the Government
functions.

At one time ‘it
had two Prime
Ministers
Prince Boun
Oum whom the
Americans then
supported and
Prince Souvanna
Phoumsa who
described . him-
self as & neut-
ralist.

The country is really controlled
by some six to seven families who
in turn exercise authority with ihe
support of the reigning generals.

Ariel has met Prince Boun Oum
and Prince Souvanna Phouma. At
that time Laos had had five Prime
Ministers and nine Cabinets,
coalition . Governments and five
abortive coups. :

Souvanna Phoumsa, an Edwar-
dian character, had headed five
administrations, Boun Oum Wwas
then in disgrace. “One can’t weep
every day,” he remarked to Ariel.
“It is better to die laughing than
crying.”

Award

Were Nicholas Roerich alive to-
day, few things would have pleased
him more than the accolade best-
owed by the Calcutta Art Society
on his son, Svetoslay.

Svetoslav is the distinguished
son of & famous father whose
murals still

adorn some

of the better

known museums

of art in the

United States.

Nicholas Roerich

lived with his

family for many

years in the

Kulu valley

Phoums

preserved as &
memorial fo him

by his son.
The Calcutta
Roerich Art Society’s
medal of honour
is bestowed mnot only for dis-
tinction as an artist but for ser-
vice as & humanist. It is a medal
of honour for art and humanism.

Artists are not always noted for
their humanism. Indeed most of
the celebrated artists Ariel has
met have been selfish egocentrics.

Svetoslav is rare in combining
the sensitivity of an artist with the
sensitivity of & human being. He

two -

{s &n outgiving person qualifying
for Bernard Shaw’s definition of
the old-fashioned term of gentle~
man — “one who puts into the
common stock more than he takes
out of it”.

Svetoslav’s wife, Devika Rani,
a film pioneer in her own right,
was also recently the recipient of
a film award.

Veteran

Versatility, while exciting admira.
tion, sometimes incites suspicion,

K ~M. Munshi, who-died-last week
after a life spanning over eight de<
cades, was an unusually versatile
man whose variegated gifts as law=-
yer, novelist, politician, administra-
tor and as a living repository of
Indian culture entitled him to mno-
tice and respect.

His most enduring monument, as
many have already observed, is the
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan which  he
founded some three decades ago,
Today it flourishes with centres in
India’s more important cities ' and
towns, \

It was typical of Munshi’s practi«
cal idealism that, while the Bhavan
was primarily
dedicated to the
study of @ Indian
culture and his-
tory, it was also
interested in
opening a  win-
dow on the West °
end on other
continents. 1t
encouraged the
study of {foreign
languages.

To Ariel the
Bhavan'’s open-
ing of a Depart-
ment of Journa-
lism was of spe-
sial interest.

Munshi in his prime was a lvely
conversationalist backed by a mind
and with experience covering an
astonishing range of topics and-
themes. He gave the ' superficial
impression of a darting mind, but
its distinctiveness lay in the qua-
lity of Munshi’s depth- and percep=
tion on the various subjects he
talked about.

Artist

Scratch a good cartoonist and you
invariably find an artist — an artiss
not only in line but in feeling,
thought and sensitivity,

Younger Rajinder Puri, who has
recently brought out a book of car-
toons embellished by commentary,
is among the chosen few. The book
covers the crucial period of India
in 1969 and is entitled ‘A Crisis = of
Conscience,’

The cartoons, with no punches
pulled, might have cost Purl his
job. Not that he cares less, . 3,
true artist does not dwell on n,
He moves' between: heaven'andhein;

Arlel was naturally interested " im ™
the cartoons which he had seen
before on the pages of some of In-
dia’s leading newspapers. He was
equally -dntrigued by Puri’s analysis
of the happenings of 1969 as reveals
ed by his comments on Indian poli-
tics and politicians, They display a
shrewd political sense and a mercl-
lessly penetrating eye.

A good cartoonist, they say, can
kill & reputation with a drop of
ink, Puri has also done it in writ-
ing with slmost the same lethal
effect,

Munshi

/

(Sent by Shri Raghavan Nair)
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LIS TIPOTATAHTIHOTO IO TepRa s
er0 CO3TAHHLIX JOMKBIO IIOTBUTOB
Oi OBLT HATPAMEH TPE3HTHYN QM
Bepxosroro cosera, CCCP  pe-
Theft «B0d0T0 BBE3TOY Ba My-
JRECTBO W O0TBATY, IPOSBICHHBE B
00AX M0 BalUTe COBETCKOTO TO-
CYAPETBA M Ba BHUIAIONLITECT 3a-
CIVIH B JeIe CTPONTeIbCTBA CO-
BOTCRAX BOOPYHEHHBIX CILIL.

A BeJIb, CTPOUTEIHLCTBON COBET-
GRIX BOOPYIKCHHBIX CHI BaHIMA-
JHCH CTapble o(uIeps-usMeH -
RIf, B TOM UHcJIe TOJROBHHOE TIeH.
mrada maperoit apamn C. C. Ka-
| MeHeB I pylile cTapole TeHTa-
| OncThh. Kag mspectHo, KadMemes

10BeRa. Hyigao  Oblie = CHIrpaTh
Cearerra MuxafiaoBHUa TaKAM, Ka-
ROB OH B MaMATH Hapola — Te-
POMYECRINN, * DECCTPATTHBIN, TOPS-
uiM Iv yBIedeHHRM. MEe, apTic-
TV, XOTEI0Ch ~ WHTEpecHee  pac-
RPBITH A100HMBIT Mpoo oopas C.
M. DByaeBHOTG W CerojHi A ¢
BoaHeRMeNM gty sEemma C. DML
Byrenmoro o oeit padore».

Tar cosiaBalack «ciasay By-
JIeHHOTO,

Tenepp s CEaKY  HECROTHKO
cI0B 0 IchMe B perakmmio HPC
T. DuTeHOuHIepa  OTHOCHTEILHO
Moeit craTelr «( BymTeRHON>.

VBaraeMoMy aBropy  IHICHMa

HE NOHPABHIOCH  SARTIOYECHHE :

MACbMO B

KAK MbI NEPEXWJIA
3EMJIETPSACEHHUE

B «HoBom Pycckom Caosey 1oc-
ae -3emiaerpsicenis B Jloc Amkenec
9 despand, oaHO M3 COOOUIEHHH 00
3T0M COOBITNI 3dKOHYIIOCHL TIPHO-
NH3UTENHHO TAK: «. HUKTO H3 HAIINX
COOTENEeCTBEHHIIKOB HEe TOCTpaiais.
9T0 Tak M He TaK. TOJAbBKO Temepb,
OpHIAS B HOPMaILHOE COCTOsSHIE,
HAMIIY O TOM, YTO CIVYMIOCH Y
gac.

PEAARLIVIO

COB ,eCaU CHeJUTh T IIOTHHIHOMY
HHCTPYMEHTY — VpOBHIO. OHa Ky-
niiia 3 VipoBHs. OXHH CTOMT B cha-
JbHE, IPYIOW Ha BepaHme, TPeTHi
B roctiuHoi. Kax Toapko BO3ayuI-
HBIH - TIY3BIPEK TepeMellaeTcs XOoTd
ObI HEMHOXKKO OT LleHTpPa, 3TO 03H4-
yaer, KAW yaapa. Hamo Obith oje-
TBIM, 3daKPbITh Tag.
Bor Tak ¥ kiBe.
epeeexarh -

2Kena xorena
. 2 0 17 L
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WapecTHbi pygcmm XYmook~
nuk Cearocmas P IOCJIE -
Hee LecamHiieTHe llnHBY'ulHﬁ B IO-
pose bBenranope, Boirenr B 4mc-
JIO M30paHHBIX [AesiTesell UCKyCc-
CTBA ¥ TYMAHH3MA, OTYYHBLIAX
«IlouerHyo Menanby Xymomect-
BEHHOro obuecTBa KambkyTTsl
3a 1970 nopx.

'C, Pepux urpaer BUIHYIO POTs
B XYIOXECTBEHHbIX Kpyrax ben-
raiopa. B Teuexwe mocreHUX
JIeT OH HeH3MeHHO BXOIMI B CO-
CTAB  KIOPH  XYIOXKECTBEHHbBIX
KOHKYpcog B ropoie. OH — apyr
H PYKOBOJIMTENL [TOYTH BCEX MO-
JIONbIX XYTOXHHKOB bBewramopa,
ecii He Bceno wrard Mwuzop.
Taxuv oOpa3oM, 4YeCThr OKA3aH-
Hasi Pepuxy sByIseTcst Takke de-
CTbIO TOPOJY M LITATY.

XoTg OH He TAK HIMPOKO H3-
BECTEH, KaK €ro 3HaMEeHHTbIH
oren, Huxomaii Pepux, o Koro-
POM TOBOPAT KaK O «pULIH»
(mympene), Cesimocmas Pepux xo
POIIO 3HAKOM XYJLOMECTBEHHBIM

Sio

0T WETATG cmf iy

- YORIK

PEPIIXY

mp_vra,m BCcero mupa. Ero mpous- |
BEIEHHST BLICTABVIEHBl TIOYTH BO
BCEX JyMIMX ramepesix. B Toii xe
Mepe €ro yBAKAIOT M JOOAT 3a
LEHHOEe COTPYIHHUYECTBO B Jeie
VIYUIHEHUA YeUIOBeYECKUK B3au-
MOOTHOIIEHHH, JyYIIero B3aAUMO-
TIOHHMAHHSI.

Ipevua «IlouetHas memans sa
MICKYICCTBO M TYMAHM3MY» Oblia yi
pexiiena 8 1962 vomy, B cBI3U
¢ cepelbpsHBM 100MHIeeM 00IecT-
BA M CTOJETHEM CO [THS pOMXIe-
Hust Padunnpanara Taropa.

Berpatommecs MHIMHACKHE Xy -

poxnukH, ®ak Hawmamanr Bos,
Jokamavmmn Pom, O. C. anramm,
MTATbAHCKMH OpueHTamucT JhKy-
gemne Tydaw, pPyCCKHi CKyJIbI- |
10p T. Konenixos m [letp JlioGa-
no w3 [Orocumaswu, HAXOIATCS
Cpemu TeX, KTO PpaHee IOJIYdHIL
3Ty BeCHEMA MOYETHYIO MeIaib.

«Jlexxan Xepamny

Bemnranop
(YOxnas Mrmms)
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! mon stock more than he takes oul
/ ) Y L
Were Nicholas Roerich alive to- | © ;
f 4 etoslav's wife, Devikar Rani, a
‘ dgyhfew thinssthwoul% have plleas- ﬁ]msv p?gnaéer in her own right was
e Im more than the accolade i
bestowed by the Calcutta Art So- 2450 recently the recipient of a film

clety on his son, Svetoslay, 1 ivia_rci. RS s T

Svetoslay 1s the distinguished 2
son of & famous father whose .
murals still adorn some of the
better known museums of art in
the United States. Nicholas Roerich
lived with his family for many -
years in the Kulu valley where
part of his house is still preserv-
ed as a memorial to him by his
son, The Calcutta Art Society’s Me-
dal of Honour is bestowed not only
for aistinction as an artist but for
service as a humanist. It is a me-
g!al of honour for art and huma-

sm,

Artists are not always noted for
their humenism. Indeed most of
the celebrated artists Ariel has met
have been selfish egocentrics. Sve-
toslav is rare in combining the
sensitivity of an artist with  the
sensitivity of a human being, He
is an outglving person qualifying
for Bernard Shaw’s definition of
the old-fashioned term of gentle-
man—*“one who putg into the com-

FEBRUARY 14, 1971
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Suniti Kr. Chatterji, :

tocrich honoured
BY A STAFF REPORTER
Dr, Suniti Kumar Chaiterjee
fand Dr. Svetoslav Roerich, hus-
| band of Sn. Devikarani were
awarded ' ‘Medal - of - Honour'
by the Calcutta -Art Saociety at
a function held at Raj Bhavan
on Thursday. The Governar of
West Bengal Mr. S. &£. Dhavan
presided,
J ———“*

4  Amrita dedl Patrxka. l“rlday February 12, 1971
. FenTuaty I
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Devika Rani Says:

FILMS DON'T
HOW PEOPLE'S
PROBLEMS

| y Our Special Correspondent
HEN asked what she thought of current Indian

‘"% films, the First Lady of the Indian screen,
Devika Rani Roerich, in an exclusive interview
granted to me on Thursday, said that films had
advanced tremendously, particularly in Bengal.
‘But one thing that strikes me is that although we
talk a lot about equality, socialism and all that) we
often forget the people of the lower strata whose
problems everywhere remain the same.

She elaborated: ‘We are not yet making films

Mr Svetoslav Roerich; an artist of

fame who was conferred Medal-

of-Honour in a special conveoca-

tion ‘at' Raj Bhayan by’ Calcutta
Art Society.

EMINENT ARTIST ROERICH
HONOURED

CALCUTTA
N a solemn function held at

the Raj Bhav 3 . : . L
Governor S. S, Sﬁa\,;?ftc(i‘{fee’}}g% that are truly reflective of the miseries and aspira-
medals-of-honour on two eminent . A .
e Ic?rMsme o tions of the people. There are problems, serious

fjee  an r Sv slav o . .
on’. behalf ot hocgay Roerich |t ones, which throw people into a wave of unrest,
noclety.  Welcom res . £ 1
delivered by Justice §.ddlei\:/q[a<<§oiig and, to be frank, the Naxalites as many call them,
. In his words of thanks. Mr Roe. / ' : : |
;mhl rgfcall(id the long association have reasons enough for them to be grieved about
he had with India : ‘hi - | s o
11111511)_11'43(1 _him  to %gn“hilﬁ?o h;f ‘ the many things people don’t get.
ndian citi 3 , 5 5 e/ %
along W'ttlfllzelr?ié Iggrgrlx)teﬁmiil?és ltllfe Devika Rani stressed : ‘Cimema [gaged comprise a wholesome entity
early years of the c.énltL11<‘,e 313 [| s am art by the people, for the |and the minutest item has a definite
in his paintings he has tried 1}_0 people, and shown to the people’. |role. It is a creation, but to be aware
reflect the spiritual essence of | Referring to the progressive rtole ‘nf that one needs the necessary
the great tradition of the coun-|||of films in society, Devika Rani, :
try. o ;i who returned to Calcutta after ten
Va'g:g i’ugctlon_ ended with ‘Shanti || |years, said: ‘We must know who
S wnas Y‘Dl Roma Chowdhury || |makes the artist. jt is the people’.

B Govm‘géic‘fded by an address || | Artists and technicians alome don’t
< ¥ complete the team - the audience,
e A vt too, participates and imbibes what
the makers want to communicate. I
feel present-day stars appreciate this
| truth.?

i When asked why she left film-

dom. in which she was so well-

established and held in such high

esteem, the famous star, who re-

tired from the screem in 1945,

said she wanted to establish a

film colony, belonging exclusively

to. film enthusiasts, with its own
studios, laboratories, the choicest
technicians from all over the
world and a training institute
for the grooming of dedicated
personnel. who would be able to
foster friendship among the
human family  through this
medium. She had hoped that such

a set-up would be able to pro-

duce one film a year of Academy

Award . standard, and a few

films for the broader public, so

as to 'be able to maintain the
project as a viable unit. But the
obstacles were overwhelming,

and the moble ideal remained a
l dream.

She referred to the- advice of  her
great teacher, the famous film-maker
Pabst, at the end of her training at
the world-famous UFA Studios. ‘He
told me that I was to consider my
first success as barely the entrance
to an institution and have a long
way to go. It is a fascinating art and
one’s search has no end. It involves
a kind of rigorous .pursuit in which
no one ever gets lost.

‘Film-making, it seems to me, is
entirely different from the other
media of expression in the sense that
everything has living values — the
camera, the sets, the lights, the
microphone and all the people en-

training. And that is. what I always
had in mind. I wished I could fulfil
what I wanted.’

BEGAN AT AGE OF FOUR

While still at 'school in the UK.,
Devika Rani had won an award from
the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art

[|in London.

Mrs Devika Rani Roerich said that
she featured in- a stage pl Narad-
muni, ° when she was only four, but
its maturity clicked when she ‘met
the late' Himanshu Rai in 1928 in
London. He persuaded her to join
his film unit to further the cause of
Indian films. She signed her first film
contract with Mr Bruce Wolf, an
associate - of Himanshu Rai, for
Throw of Dice, scheduled for: pro-
duction in the U.K., Germany, and
other Continental countries. She be-
gan in the Costumes antd Set Depart-
ment under the Art Director. But
next year she married Himanshu Rai
and underwent extensive training at
the UFA Studios in Berlin "in the
various aspects of film production.

She was in {Germany when cinema
was undergoing the metamorphosis
from silent productions to talking
ones. At that time, she and Himanshu
Rai acted in a.film for UFA, and
had undergone training in stage act-
ing under the great stage producer,
Max Reinhardt.

On returning to India, Mr "and
Mrs. Himanshu Rai launched their
first international talking picture,
Karma, in which both starred. Pro-
duced in both English nad Hindus-
tani, it was completed at London’s
Stoll Studios. Its premiere. was in-
augurated by Lord Irwin, and it ‘was
released throughout the U.K.

In 1934, Mr and ~Mrs Himanshu
Rai founded Bombay Talkies at
Malad, Bombay, where she starred
in films such as Jeevan ya,
Achoot Kanya, itri, Jeevan Pra-
bhat, Durga, Vachan, and Izzat.

This is a significant year for the
Roerichs, not only because the
Phalke Award was given to Devika
Rani, but it is the year of  their
silver weddi They met through
some friends in' Bombay 25 years
ago.
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SHRI FRANK MORAES
sDITOR IN CHIEF
INDIAN EXPRESS
MATHURA ROAD

NEW DELHI.

15th February 1971

EDITOR IN CHIEF

INDIAN EXPRESS
A DT MATHURA ROAD
EXPRESS NEW DELHI

' SHRI  FRANK MOREAS

MANY THANKS DEAR FRANK MUCH LOVE FROM BOTH OF

DEVIKA

Mme. D.R. Roerich, C/o. The Indian Bank Ltd.,
Lady Curzon Road, Cantonment, BANGALORE - 1,




" PERSONAL

C/o. The Indian Bank Ltd.,
Lady Curzon Road,
Cantonment,

BANGALORE - 1.

15th February 1971.

My dear Friend,

I am sending you a photograph taken on the 1l0th
of February on the occasion of the function held by the
Calcutta Art Society to felicitate me for the Phalke Award
and also a copy of Mr. B.N. Sirecar's address on this ;
occasion.

I believe the Art Society had this function in
collaboration with the Calcutta Film Society. Your
representative apparently was not told where this function
was to be held and he did not get in touch with me, therefore
I am sending to you these two items.

The Medal of Honour to Dr. Roerich was also a very
fine occasion and it really was wonderful to be in the
cultural atmosphere of Bengal after so many years.

In the photograph after me, we have from left to
right Pahari Sanyal, B.N. Sircar, Mr.Justice S.A. Masud
President of the Calcutta Art Society and the Secretary
Shri P,C. Sinha., The function was attended by Artists
and distinguished guests and members of the Diplomatic Corps.

With affectionate regards,

Yours sincerely,
SGhoA2

B

(Mme. DEVIKA RANI ROERICH)

Pls.

My function started with Vedie hymns

and passages beautifully recited from

the Vedas. I was anointed with Kum Kum

and Sandal Wood paste and flower petals and garlands,

and given on a tray a typical Bengali saree white

with a red border and a shawl and some special bangles
which we wear in Bengal. It was all done in a very lovely
manner. It is a pity that the speeches were not recorded
because they were excellent speeches. I also said a

few words which people liked very much.

(D.R.R.)




C/o. The Indian Bank Ltd.
Lady Curzon Road,
Cantonment,

BANGALORE - 1.

17th February 1971.

Dear Mr. Rao,
Many thanks for your kind letter of
felicitations and good wishes which I was very

happy to receive.

We have just come back from Cglcutta
where we had a few busy days. In spite of the
many troubles which beset Calcutta's life, there
is still a lot of cultural activity which is ver
rewarding.

I thank you again and with every good
wish and kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

o

NSRi ey
—— 0

(S. ROERICH)

Shri H.G. Gopala Rao,
1187 V Bloek,
Rajajinagar,
BANGALORE - 10,




C/o« The Indian Bank Ltd.,
Lady Curzon Read,
Cantonment,

BANGALORE - 1.

19th February 1971.

I have pleasure in informing you that we have
Just returned from Calcutta where my husband was the
recipient’ of the Medal-of-Honour for Art and Humanisnm,
it was an extremely nice function.

For me of course it was of greal interest because
it is the first time I have been to calcutta after
10 years. You will be happy to know that the Art Society
and the Film Soeciety jointly gave me a beautiful reception
to felicitate me for the Phalke Award. Mr. B.N, Sirecar
presided. I met many old friends there and we both had a
very warm and hearty welcome.

With our kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

(Mme, DEVIKA RANI ROERICH)

The Hon'ble,

Shri Inder Kumar Gujral,
Minister of State,
Information & Broadcasting,
9 - Motilal Nehru Marg,

NEW DELHI - 11,




