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December 22, 1947

Dear Friend and Associate:

In the early morning of December 1l3th the
world lost a great man and spiritual leader,
Prof, Nicholas Roerich, who at that time departed
from this plane,

Al though we knew of Prof, Koerich's most
serious 1lllness since July, 1947, nevertheless the
shock at the time of recelving this knowledge could
not but be deeply felt, The shock is not one of
dismay, but of realization of the historic signifi-
cance of the moment, for all mankind, Not for one
instant do we feel that Prof, Koerich has parted
from us, On the contrary, our beloved Teacher is,
and will contimue to be, ever=present in our work
and growth,

We regard as sacred his last message to us on
this physical plane, namely, to continue work in his
name, with bis blessings, His passing to a Higher

Plane of Exis tence 1s a hallowed advent, before which
we bow in deep reverence,

Prof, and Mme, Roerlch together have been guiding
us for over a cquarter of a century, and under this
same guldance we will continue spreading the Teaching
of Living Ethics. It 1s through Them, our Blessed
Guru and Tara, that the Teachings have come, and are
constantly coming, to us from the Great Source.

Let us mark the date December 13th for observance,
in united spirit, of deep gratitude toward our beloved
Gura, invincible and strong in falth in the eternal
Light, Life and Wisdom given to us by the Great
Hierarchy.

Agni Yoga Soclety,

Sina Fosdick, Pres,
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Dear ARCA Member:

The work of this Soclety, its striving to
bring about a respect and mutual understanding
between the United States and Soviet Russia
through the medium of their cultures, was in-
spired by Nicholas K. Rosrich. He has been
the Advisor and Prcotector of this organization
since its inception.

It is with the mes t profound sorrow, there-
fore, that we inform you that Professor Reerich
departed from this world in the early morning of
December 1l3th at his home in India,

While a great man, a great artist and great
humani tarian, has left this earth, his superb art,
his works and the institutions created by him
remain, to testify to his ever-living spirit.

The cause of Peace has lost its noblest
champion, but the Roerich Peace Pact and Banner
will remain as an eternal monument for the pre-
servation of Culture.

Prof. Roerich died as he had lived, thinking not
of himself but of others. Even as his spirit de-
parted his thoughts were concentrated on the task
to which he had dedicated his 1life, the task of
bringing peace and brotherhood and good will into
this world through the medium of art and culture.
Almost his last words were, "Keep up the work" and
were directed to all of us throughout the world who
have been inspired by his example,

And so, with full realization of the undying
continuity of this inspiration, we say to you,
"Keep up the work".

Most sincerely yours,

AMERICAN RUSSIAN CULTURAL ASSOCIATION, INC.




ROERICH PACT AND BANNER OF PEACE COMMITTEE

A few days ago the world lost a great spiritual leadsr
and friend of man. In the early morning of December 13th,
amidst world-wide chaotic strife, Prof. Nicholas Roerich
passed peacefully from this plane. The shock of this news
cannot but be deeply felt throughout the world. To Prof.
Roerich's host of enlightened friends awnd followers the
shock is not one of dismay but of realization of the historic
slgnificance of the moment for all mankind,

While a great artist, educator and humanitarian has
departed from this earth, his superb art, his writings
and the institutions founded by him remain, to testify to
his ever-living spirit. The world has lost its noblest
champion of Peace, but the Roerich Pact and Banner of
Peace shall remain as an eternal monument for the pre-
servation of Culture.

Those of us who were priviledged to be entrusted with
the responsibility of carrying on the work of the Roerich
Institutions in America from the time our beloved founder
left this country to take up residence in the Himalayas,
have always known him as a practical idealist, and we are
re-dedicating ourselves to all our work in his name, with
firm conviction that in spirit he continues to gulde and
support our efforts.

Prof. Roerlch's remarkable 1life was crowned with
glorious achievement of tremendous service to humanity.
At this time, therefore, it behooves us first of all to

_honor. him for this achievement. His was a magnificent
mission - to bring gifts of beauty and knowledge to all
and to show the world how to unite in Peace through
Culture. Let no one think that his passing, although
the world needs him now desperately, diminishes in any
way this glorious achievement. Prof. Roerich was the
sower, not the reaper; and the higher aim is not to
live long but to live rightly ani fruiltfully.
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We do not stop to mourn an "untimely death". We
go forward, paying reverential tribute to a noble life.

Dudley Fosdick, Chairman




