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TO THE EDITOR:

The resolutions adopted at the recent American
Legion Convention in New York, condemning various "isms" as un-
American, were frankly aimed at a few prominent men in the world's
political arena of today whose progress is being viewed with increas-
ing alarm, But progress is being made also in the peaceful arts and
sciences. We have an encouraging example of an entirely different
kind of master in the outstanding contemporary leader of culture,
Professor Nicholas Roerich,

On October 10, 1937, Roerich Societies throughout the
world, including a Congress of All Baltic Roerich Societies now as-
sembling in Riga, Latvia, will observe the 40th anniversary of the
academicianship of Nicholas Roerich, and the 50th anniversary of his
active life as artist-educator, His latest book "VIGIL" will be pub-
lished in America in commemoration of this anniversary.

Born in Russia in 1874 Roerich began as a child to
achieve recognition in science art and literature. At the age of ten
he presented to the Russian Archeological Society important bronze
objects personally excavated on the family estate. A short time there-
after his drawings, paintings and articles were appearing in illus-
trated art magazines, At twenty-five he was a graduate of the School
of Law of the Imperial University of St. Petersburg; graduate of the

Imperial Academy of Art; was Professor of the Archeological Institute;

Art Editor of the magazine "ART"; and Secretary of the Imperial Soc-

iety for the Encouragement of Art in St. Petersburg, of which he be-

came Director a few years later,




Before coming to America, Roerich traveled extensive-
ly in Eurpoe and his paintings were acquired rapidly by leading mus-
eums and private collectors. He held exhibitions in the principzal
cities and art centers and was elected Member of the Board of the
Society of Architects of St. Petersburg, President of "Mir Iskusstva"

President of the Imperial Commission for War Invalids, and Academician

of the Academy of Fine Arts of Russia,

Prior to his leaving Russia in 1916, Professor Roerich
was recognized not only as a great artist, but as an indefatigable,
practical idealist and leader in active cultural enterprise. He
organized the first American art exhibition in Russia, introduced
broad reforms in the art schools, lectured extensively on art and
archeology, wrote voluminously and conducted many archeological ex-
peditions,

As early as 1904 he began working for world peace by
personal appeal to governmental bodies, and his work for humanity
continuously expanded through his art and science and writings. He
used every opportunity to voice his dream of world peace through
unification of all peoples along cultural lines, Beginning at a very
early age, Roerich taught that there is a universal veneration due
objects of art of all nations, and that peace and culture are insep-
arable.

In 1920 Professor Roerich came to the United States
for an extensive lecture and exhibition tour of this country. Within
a few years he had established a number of educational and cultural
institutions in America and had planted many seeds for the enhance-
ment of our cultural life, At present he pursues his expedltionary

work and painting in India.




There is a vast bibliography on Roerich comprising
his own writings on art, science, ethics, philosophy and education,
and works about him in all languages by eminent writers,

In August 1937, in a paper lauding Nicholas Roerich's
educational contributions entitled "The Spirit of Roerich's Cult-Ur
or Veneration of Life in Modern Education," Professor Paul Radosav-
ljevich of New York University says, - "Roerich's educational exper-

- iments here and abroad are based on Truth (which he classifies as

Science) and Beauty (whose appeal is aesthetics or art). Together

these two basic ideas culminate in ' Spiritual Culture.™ Professor
Radosavljevich points out that Roerich distinguishes between cul-
ture and civilization; that he 1s against standardized methods of
teaching and learning; that he pleads for the development of the
creative instinct or impulse from the earliest years of childhood:
that he has a high opinion of woman's part in cultural education;
and that .....

"Our America needs him very badly."

Dudley Fosdick

New York, N. Y.
October 5, 1937.




The resolutions adopted at the recent Americen Legion Convention

in New York, condemning verious "isms" as un-American, were frankly eimed at
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& few prominent men in the politicel arena of today whose progress is

being viewed with increasing alerm. But progress is being mede also in the
peaceful arts and sciences. We have an encouraging example of an entirely
different kind of master in the outstanding contemporary leader of culture,
Professor Nicholas Roeriche.

On October 10, 1937, Roerich Societies throughout the world,
including e Congress of All Baltic Roerich Societies now assembling in Riga,
Latvie, will observe the 40th anniversary of the acedemicianship of Nicholeas
Roerich, end the 50th anniversary of his active life as artiste-educator.

His latest book "VIGIL" will be published in America in commemoration of

this anniversarye
,xﬂ’”»,ﬁ“w' [:E%ofbssor Roerich is President=Founder of the Hester Institute
of United Arts and many affiliated institutions of the Roerich lMuseum, 310
Riverside Drive. This is a free public museum, having been declared by
Professor Roerich and the Trustees as a perpetual gift to the American people.
It is the home of over one thousand paintings by this renowned master, and

was erected in his honor in 1929 at the completion of the five-year

Roerich-American Central Asian Expedition. The scientific fruits of this

expedition benefited the world at large, but Americe received also a

magnificent treasure in works of art. Over five hundred glorious peaintings
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of the Himalayan Mountains were sent to the Roerich Museum for permsnent
exhibitione Professor Roerich's first exhibition in Amer ica wes held in
Ste Louis in 1904, but it was meny yeers before he came to this country;-;
= Born in Russia in 1874 Roerich began as & child t§
achieve recognition in science, art and literature. At the age of ten he
presented to the Russian Archeological Society importent bronze objects
personally excavated gﬁ the femily e states A short time thereafter his
drawings, paintings and articles were appearing in illustrated art mage-
zines. At twenty-five he was a graduate of the School of Lew of the
Imperial University of Ste Petersburg; graduate of the Imperial Academy
of Art; was Professor of the Archeological Institute; Art Editor of the
magazine "ART"; and Secretery of the Imperial Society for the Encouragement
of Art in Ste Petersburg, of which he became Director a few years later.
Before coming to America, Roerich traveled extensively in
Burope and his paintings were acquired rapidly by leading museums and private
collectors. He held exhibitions in the principal cities and art centers and

was elected Member of the Board of the Society of Architects of St. Petersburg,

President of"Mir Iskusstve", President of the Imperial Commission for Wer
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Roerich contributed much towards the success of Dieghilev's Ballet Russe, and
he colleborated with Rimsky-Korsakoff, Borodine, Stravinsky and others by
designing stage settings end costumes for their operatic works. He alse
ectively cooperated with the Moscow Art Theatre. One of his first successes
in America wes the designing in 1922 of stage settings for "SNOW MAIDEN" for
the Chicago Opera Company;w

Prior to his leaving Russia in 1916, Professor Roerich
was recognized not only as & greet artist, but as an indefatigable, practical

jdealist and leader in active cultural enberprise. He organized the first
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Americen art exhibition in Russia, introduced broad reforms in the art
schools, lectured extensively on art and archeology, wrote voluminously
and conducted many archeclogical expeditions.
As early as 1904 he began working for world peace by
personal appeal to govermmental bodies, and his work for humenity continuous=
ly expanded through his art and science and writings. He used every opportunity
~+n voice his dream of world peace through unification of all peoples elong
cultural lines. DBeginning at a very early age, Roerich taught that there

is a universal veneration due cbjects of art of all nations, and theat
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peace and culbure ere inseparables This constant work of enlightenment

culminated in the adoption of the R;erich Pact and Banner of Peace which,

after two International Conventions in Europe and one in America (1933), was

signed by plenipotentieries of the 21 countries of the Pen-American Union,

including the United States, at a special ceremony (April 1935) at the White Houiiizl
In 1920 Professor Roerich came to the United States for

an extensive lecture end exhibition tour of this country. lHis mesterpieces

were warmly hailed in twenty-eight cities, and he continued to paint heret‘7
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Within a few years he had established a number of educational and culturel
institutions in Americe end had planted meny seeds for the enhancement of
our culturael life. At present he pursues his expeditionary work and peint-
ing in India;

There is a vast bibliography on Roerich comprising his
own writings on art, science, ethics, philosophy end educetion, and works
about him in all languages by eminent writers.

In August 1937, in a paper lauding Nicholas Roerich's
educational contributions entitled "The Spirit of Roerich's Cult-Ur or Venerea-
tion of Life in Modern Educetion", Professor Paul Radosavljevich of New York

University says, = "Roerich's educational experiments here and abroad are

based on Truth (which he classifies es Science) and Beauty (whose eppeal is
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eesthetics or art). Together these two basic ideas culminate in Spiritual
Culture.” Professor Radosavljevich points out that Roerich distinguishes
between culture and civilization; that he is against standardized methods

of teaching end learning; that he pleads for the development of the creative
instinct or impulse from the earliest years of childhood; that he has a high

op1n1on of women's part in cultural educetion; and that se..e

"Our Americe needs him very badly.

Dudley Fosdick

New York, N.Y.

October 5, 1937,




Roerich Anniversary

The resolutions adopted at the
recent American Legion Conven-
tion in New York, condemning
various “isms’” as un-American,
were frankly aimed at a few prom-
inent men in the world’s political
arena of today whose progress
is being viewed with increasing
alarm. .= But progress is being
made also in the peaceful arts
and sciences. We have an encour-
aging example of an entirely’ dif-
ferent kind of master in the out-
standing contemporary leader of
culture, Professor Nicholas Roer-
ich.

iOn QOect. 10, 1937, Roerich So-
cieties throughout the world, in-
cluding a Congress of All Baltic
Roerich Societies in Riga, Latvia,
assembled to observe the 40th
anniversary of the academicianship
of Nicholas Roerich, and the 50th
anniversary of his active life as
artist-educator. His latest book
“VIGIL? will be published in
America in commemoration of this
anniversary.

Professor Roerich is President-
Founder of the Master Institute
of United Arts and many affiliat-
ed institutions of the Roerich Mu-
seum, 310 Riverside Drive. This
is a free public museum, having
been declared by Professor Roer-
ich and the Trustees as a per-
petual gift to the American people.
It is the home of over one thous-
and paintings by this renowned
master, and was erected in his
honor in 1929 at the eompletion
of the five-year Roerich-American
Central Asian Expedition. The
scientific fruits of this expedition
benefited the world at large, but
America received also g magnifi-
cent treasure in works of art.
Over five hundred glorious paint-

ings of the Himalayan Mountains
were sent to the Roerich Museum
for permanent exhibition.

Professor Roerich’s first exhi-
bition in America was held in St.
Liouis in. 1904, but ‘it was many
yvears before he came to this coun-
try.

Born in Russia in 1874 Roerich
began as a child ito achieve recog-
nition in science, art and litera-
ture. At the age of ten he pre-
sented to the Russian Archeologi-
cal Society important bronze ob-
jects personally excavated on the
family estate. A short time there-
after this drawings, paintings and
articles were appearing in illus-
trated art magazines. At twenty-
five he was a graduate of the
School of Liaw of the Imperial
University of St. Petersburg;
graduate of the Imperial Academy
of Art; was Professor of the

Archeological Institute; Art Editor

of the magazine “ART”; and Sec-
retary of the Imperial Society
for the Encouragement of Art in
St. Petersburg, of which he be-
came Director a few years later.
His fame already reaching far be-
yond the boundaries of Russia,
Roerich traveled extensively in
Europe and his paintings were ac-
quired rapidly by leading museums
and private collectors. He held exhi-
bitions in the prineipal cities and
art centers and was elected Mem-
ber of the Board of the Society of
Axchitects of St. Petersburg, Pres-
ident of “Mir Iskusstva”, Presi-
dent of the Imperial Commission
for War Invalids, and Academician
of the Academy of Fine Arts of
Russia. The art of Roerich con-
tributed much ftowards the sue-
cess of Diaghilev’s Ballet Russe,
and he collaborated with Rimsky-
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Korsakoff, < Borodine, Stravinsky
and others by designing stage set-
tings and costumes for their oper-
atic works. He also actively coop-
erated with the  Moscow Art
Theatre. One iof tis first sue-
cesses in America was the design-
ing. in 1922 of stage settings for
“SNOW MAIDEN” for the Chi-
cago Opera Company.

Prior to his leaving Russia in
1916, Professor Roerich was recog-
nized not only as a great artist,
but as an indefatigable, practical
idealist and leader in agctive cul-
tural enterprise. He organized the
first American art exhibition in
Russia, introduced broad reforms
in the art schools, lectured ex-
tensively on art and archeology,
wrote voluminously and conducted
many archeological expeditions.

As  early as 1904 he began
working for world peace by per-
sonal - appeal to governmental
bodies, and his work for humanity
continuously expanded through his
art and science and writings. He
tused every wopportunity to voice
his dream of world peace through
Unification of all peoples along
cultural lines. Beginning at a very
early age, Roerich taught that
there is .a universal veneration due
objects of art of ALL nations, and
that peace and culture are insep-
arable. This «constant work of
enlightenment culminated in the
adoption of the Roerich Pact and
and Banner of Peace, which after
two International Conventions in
Furope and one in America (1933),
was signed by plenipotentiaries
of the 21 countries of the Pan-
American  Union, including the
United States, at a special cere-
mony (April 1935) at the White
House.
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‘about him

In 1920 Professor Roerich came
to ithe United States for an exten-
sive lecture and exhibition tour of
this country. His masterpieces
were warmly hailed in twenty-eight
cities, and ‘he continued to paint
here. Within a few' years he had
established a number of education-
al and cultural institutions in
America and ‘had planted many
seeds for the enhancement of our
cultural life. At present he pur-
sues his expeditionary work and
painting in India.

There is a vast bibliography on
Roerich comprising his own writ-
ings on art, science, ethics, philos-
ophy and education, and works
in all languages by
eminent writers.

In August 1937, in a paper
lauding Nicholas Roerich’s educa-
tional ‘contributions entitled “The

Spirit of Roerich’s Cult-Ur or Ven-

eration of Life in Modern Educa-
tion,” Professor Paul Radosav-
ljevich of New York University
says,— ‘Roerich’s educational ex-
periments ‘here and abroad arve
based on Truth (which he classi-
fies as Science) and Beauty (whose
appeal is aesthetics or art). To-
gether these two basic ideas cul-
minate in Spiritual Culture.” Prof-
essor Radosavljevich points out
that Roerich distinguishes between
culture and civilization; that he is
against standardized methods of
teaching - and learning; that he
pleads for the development of the
creative instinet or impulse from

the earliest years of childhood;

that he has a high opinion of
woman’s part in cultural educa-
tion; and that . .. ..

“Our America needs him
badly.”

very.

DUDLEY FOSDICK




