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HELEOOLOORE L T A e e O LA

IN HONOUR OF PROF. N. de ROERICH

KARMA-YOGI ROERICH
(A Tribute)

By A. K. Haipar

The triumph of the age is science which brought to
this world a power both creative and destructive. Similarly
art shaped earthly substance into an aesthetic force thus
elevating humanity for better understanding and com-
pleteness in their life. Therefore two things are to be consi-
dered in life: one, which touches the Infinite—Bhuma—
through feeling and perception (abstract) and the other-
earthly materials, which could be touched through our senses
(concrete). Cosmic interplay of these two dynamic and
static force is to be found everywhere in this Universe.
None can separate them or could think separately. There
are men (though extremely rare) who could be found like
Dr. N. de Roerich whose mission is to bring harmony. His
work is dynamic and through that he has proved himself
to be a true worker (A Karma-Yogi) a Seer. His one and -
only message is work (Karma) which brings rhythmic har-

mony and inspires us to live a richer life.

We therefore pay him our warmest congratulations on
the celeberation of the 40th Anniversary of the academician-
ship and the 50th Anniversary of his artistic, scientific and
literary activities and also on the opening of a new painting

section in the Museum in Latvia.

I therefore request all my friends to join me in calling
him Karma-Yogi Roerich— ‘Roerich, the true worker and
inspirer of the age.”




NICHOLAS ROERICH

(A Tribute)
By R. C. TANDAN

Nicholas Roerich to-day stands as one of the leading
lights of the century. A powerful artist, his creative genius has

found expression in three thousand masterpieces of painting,
of which one thousand are in the Roerich Museum of New
York, a monument to his art and his cultural leadership, and
two thousand in the leading museums of twenty countries of
the world.

Roerich has lived to create many reputations within a
lifetime. His achievements as archaeologist, scientist, philo-
sopher, and leader of the movement for International Unity
through culture are no less stupendous. A multi-faceted
genius, the ardent goal of his existence has been the greater
Brotherhood of Mankind.

A torch-bearer of culture, Roerich in his mission has
won acclamation from the outstanding personalities of the
world—FEinstein, Maeterlink, Andreyeff, Zuloaga, Itsuzo
Takeuchi, Rabindranath Tagore: and it is significant of the
interest aroused by his personality that he has been recently
the subject of several monographs in different languages.

The tribute from India was voiced by Rabindranath
Tagore, who once wrote to the great artist:

Your paintings profoundly moved me. They made me realise
one thing which is obvious, and yet which one needs to discover
for himself over and over again; it is that Truth is infinite.

Your pictures are distinct, and yet are not definable in words.
Your art is jealous of its independence because it is great.
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Roerich Halls dedicated to the paintings of the artist
have been founded in Paris, Belgrade, Benares, Zagreb, Bruges,
Allahabad, Riga, Buenos-Aires, Kyoto, and Prague, and a
very large number of his paintings are treasured in different
leading museums, and art collections of the world.

This artist and leader of culture has established his per-
manent contact with India by the foundation of the Urusvati
Himalayan Research Institute, at Naggar, in the Kulu valley
in the Punjab, where he has made his home. The Institute
conducts scientific researches in the fields of archaeology,
philology, and the natural sciences, with special reference to
India, and the Central Asiatic regions. Roerich ardently loves
India, and venerates the ancient culture and wisdom of this
great land, and time and again has spoken of these through
his powerful writings. Only recently he wrote to the artist,
Asit Kumar Haldar:

- You know how I love India. T am very proud that it has been my
destiny to glorify in many paintings the lofty sacred Himalayas,
Srikrishna, Arjuna, Mahakala, Guru Charak, and many, many
other Great Ones of India. Like Messengers of Bliss they go all
over the world, where they are greeted with love and reverence

Loving India, and being a Russian, I am happy that in
the history of Russian Art, the Himalayas and India shall be
recorded with love and veneration!

Roerich is truly cosmopolitan: he has “the practicality,
culture and tastes of a Westerner, the inflexible will-power
of a Northerner, and the contemplative soul of a poet, which
makes him a close son of the East”. “What is the difference
between the East and the West?”, he was once asked, and
his significant reply was, “The best roses of the East and the
West have the same fragrance.”

An indefatigable worker in the cause of peace, and cul-

ture, his clarion call comes to us in the following words:




You shall know that in #hat country where Knowledge and
Beauty will be reverenced, there will be peace. Let all ministers
of war not be offended if they have to concede their priority
to the ministers of public education. In spite of all homunculi
who spy from their holes, you shall fulfil your duties of great
culture, and you shall be fortified by the realization that only
homunculi will remain your enemies. Nothing can be nobler
than to have the homunculi as your enemy. Nothing can be
purer and more elevating than the striving for the future country
of Great Culture,”

Roerich has painted long, long series of pictures embody-
ing subjects taken from the past and the present, and even
those uttering prophesies for the future; from East and West;
but the remarkable series of paintings in which he has sought
to lighten up the soul of the mighty Himalayas, will perhaps
rank among his greatest contributions to art. No artist, past

or present, has painted the great mountains in such glorious
colours and panaromic variety.

Roerich greets the Future in a spirit of infinite faith. He
writes:

The future exists, that is why we have come here. Not for
defamation, nor for terror, but we pass here for mutual labour,
for knowledge, for enlightenment.

This 10th of October, 1937, there coincides the $0th
Anniversary of Roerich’s artistic, literary, and scientific acti-
vities with the 40th Anniversary of his Academicianship of
the Imperial Institute of Fine Arts, Russia, and it is only in
the fitness of things that sons and daughters of India should
honour this day, and send their cordial greetings to one
whose life has been dedicated to the cause of Culture and pro-
motion of goodwill amongst the nations of the world.




ROERICH—THE MYSTIC

By BANKEY BEHARI

“On Eastern Crossroads” was out. It lay on the table.
The Russian artist sat half reclining on his chair. It was
dusk time. The moon rose cheerily from below the horizon,
and shot silver shafts all round. Little diamond-stars decked
the blue canopy that spread overhead. Softly the breeze

came flowing, through the open windows, overlooking the
beautiful Himalyan snows. While shivering, in whispers it

carried the message, and awaited the reply. The message
was sweet and simple:

On a piece of palm bark, with a sharp stilus, a friendly Bhiku
is writing in Singalese. Does he molest anyone? Is he writing
an appeal? No, with a smile he is sending a greeting to the far-off
lands beyond the seas. A greeting to the good benevolent people.
And he does not expect a reply. It is simply a benevolent arrow

in space.

He was awakened from his communion with silence. The
reverie was gone. He arranged his spectacles. He leant to-
wards the book, and turned over the pages. St. Hialre had
quoted, and he read it:

I recall a small Hindu who found his Teacher. We asked him,
‘Is it possible that the sun would glow to you if you would see it
without the Teacher?” The boy smiled. “The sun would remain
as the sun, but in the presence of the Teacher twelve suns would
shine to me!

Roerich closed the book. His remark was audible:

The sun of wisdom of India shall shine because upon the shores
of a river there sits a boy who knows the Teacher.
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When you understand these remarks of Roerich you will
follow why I call him “the Mystic”, and then you will see
the life below the blaze of his canvas.

No mere artist is he, if art consists merely in the photo-

graphic copy of scenes or in protraiture. An artist he is,
because he brings to light the sublimity of the soul, because

he portrays impersonality, the “greatest aspect of beauty”,
and sets the chord that chants the universal rhythm.

And a messenger of universal good-will too, says a thin
piping voice by my side. Quite so, I answer. And why
should he not be the bearer of peace and establish the pacts
to protect the art treasures of the world when covetousness
and the brute in man warp the delicate and sublime instincts
in man for,

has not Roerich realised the unity of man and earth of spirit and
matter? Has he not perceived that fiery thread of creation that
runs through the history of earth: that is in the flux of all things,
this call to beauty, the great impetus to creation, which is the

thread which has united the past with the present, the progeni-
tors with posterity., (Francis R. Grant.)

Since ages has been sung on the soil of India the anthem
“Satyam, Shivam, Sundram”. Here was one who had im-
bibed the spirit of it and seen Truth in Beauty and Beauty
in Truth, and watched the whole panorama and the four
kingdoms, the mineral, vegetable, animal and man, lit up
with the golden thread of divinity. He had watched it go
down the silvery glaciers, and he had seen it in the sparks
that flew from the baking volcances. The march of beauty
he had watched through the ages and its stamp he had
noticed in the various climes. And above all he had imagined
the bankruptcy of the world if these ancient treasures, the
fragrance of whose relics breathed life into art, were gone.
Like the inspired seer he had hesitated the prophetic remark:
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We have the right to regard beauty as a real motive force. For
a moment imagine the history of humanity without the treasures
of beauty. For a moment let us erase from our memories the
majestic images of Assyria and Babylon, the dynamic symmetry
of Egyptian art. Let us forget the beauty of the Gothic pri-
mitives, the enchantment of Buddhist glories and classic Greece.
Let us denude the tales of heroes and rulers of the garb of beauty
without the adornments of beauty, how crude remain the pages
of history!

As a great crusader he stepped out to fight the raging
vulgarity—the callous massacre of human lives in the name of
nationalism and at the instance of ambitious dictators. He
raised his voice of protest against the misuse of the gifts of
Science, and questioned the methods of the educators of the
youth:

Mechanical overcrowding raises the question, whether man-
kind is worthy of the discoveries, when the spiritual state of
humanity is so far behind the phys-mechanical strivings. Are
people worthy to fly, when these flights are connected either with
murder or poisoning, or are but races for speed? Limitations go
so far, that prizes are given for the length of hair or for the
beauty of one part of the body, like hand or feet. And the
thoughts about the integral whole and about that which moves
the hand and feet is considered totally unnecessary.

And again,

But the question arises: who took the youth to the boxing
matches, to races and to obscene films? And did not the “wise
councillors” themselves constantly repeat with a sigh” without
cheating one cannot sell” and did not they themselves zealously
create the decaying conditions of life? It was once said, today
a small compromise, tomorrow another small compromise and the
following day a great scandal.

Such wrong approach to the problem of life, such ruthless
dealings with life, this adherent of Truth deprecated. He
condemned in no uncompromising terms “the modern age
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of mechanization as soulless, uncreative and leading to un-
employment”. While blew the whirlwind of veiled suspi-
cions, he raised his banner of culture on belligerent soil,
saying “it shall solve the complex problems of life. Only
in the name of treasures of culture may humanity prevail.”
If illustrations can inspire you, if history can teach you, look
to the East, pointed this seer: To the East he pointed, for it
was from that direction rose the sun and came the Light
that dispelled darkness.

In every heart he saw the “entire human kingdom”

and in every individual he noticed the Herculean strength
to win over back his lost kingship. In the dim horizon he

saw, whether living amongst the pious Lamas, or dwelling
in the burning sands, the unity that manifests everywhere.
Not fond of mere polished skeletons that the West is inces-
santly creating, and tired of the robots, he portrayed the
human and the spiritual, on canvas as also in print, undeterred

and unmasked. His portraiture carried no black daubs, it
ridiculed none, it hurt nobody, and he passed on to his subjects
fearlessly.

And as a practical man, not content with merely pointing
his finger, actually he came out in his advancing years to the
far-off Himalayas to dwell amidst the surroundings that
recited to him the tales of the Lord Buddha and offered
prayers to the coming Lord Maitreya; and there amidst
sylvan surroundings he dwells an artist of life and an artist
of spirit. You ask him the reason for making an abode in
the Himalyan peaks and he answers:

All people know that the site of holy men is on the mountains,
upon the peaks. From the peak comes revelation. In caves and
upon the summits lived the rishis Thither is directed the
striving of human spirit. In their very difficulty the mountain
paths attract me. There the unexpected occurs. There the
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people’s thoughts move towards the Ultimate The difficult
and dangerous path opens one’s heart. Over the snowy peaks of
the Himalyas burns a bright glow, brighter than stars and the
fantastic flashes of lightning. Who has kindled those pillars of
light, which march across the heavens? The polar and midnight
regions are not near. The northern lights cannot glimmer in the
Himalayas. Not from the North scintillate the pillars of light.

A devotee sits on the altar of God awaiting His arrival:
while his thoughts flit to the suffering humanity. He came
to these surroundings, for the atmosphere of luxury was
sickening. He came because had he not himself preached
“lyxury must depart from humanity.” He came because
he saw “luxury meant decay while through suffering we are
formed.” He came to serve his fellow-men. The perils of the
way could never daunt him whether it were the steppees of
Turkestan or the difficult paths of Tibet. And he came with a
broad mind, and approached the problems scientifically. He
collected the relics and deposited them in state museums, for
others to read the tale which he had read. He came from
the country where grew every moment militant atheism and
developed cross materialism, unhealthy idolatory indeed. He
had read “Confucius was prosecuted by unwise rulers: Plato
was sold as a slave and Aristedes was expelled by his fellow
citizens” and he came to kinder climes, where blew not the
damping breeze of luxury and wealth, to a land where silence
spoke and brooks murmured the celestial songs, where the
high peaks pointed the pathway to the higher climes. A
queer critic he, who saw amidst raging injustice a streak
of justice, and he urged them to remember what had been
said “Vengeance is mine: I shall repay.” In the rush for
blood, amidst the shriek of madness he heard the murmur
«“when God wants to punish someone He deprives him of his
reason.” And in this clouding of brains he saw the birth of
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the evil deeds. His ambition is the climax of humility, a
sacred offering at the altar of humanity, for comes he to

perch on the Himalayan heights to work as a lever to raise

the afflicted humanity, for asks he: “Are we not all inevitably
connected, are we not sons of the same father?”

He comes as a moralist who watches with anxious eyes
the decadent life and comes to preach the gospel of idealism,
and raises his finger against the perverse mentality of modern
civilization. On receiving a volume relating to the “First
World War” the very fount of humanity that was surging
in his bosom for years flooded its banks and came the thun-
dering note:

Indeed, if in antiquity murders were counted by thousands,
then in our ‘enlightened civilized era’ the number of killed
exceeds many millions. If in the stone age hunters with primi-
tive bows and spears killed some animals, then now in the slaughter
houses of Chicago; alone within the shortest time some fifty
thousand of animals are taken life off. Such is progress.
Civilised humanity, often reiterating the word culture, still
regards blood as something highly nutritive, and there still exist
ignorant physicians who prescribe raw blood meat. Lamentable
dicta whatever you may say about blood meat, about the cruel
pastime of hunting or about the so much liked-by-the-mob-
executions, all this will be permitted as a befitting conversation
in the parlour rooms of the highest society. Tasting a sugar-
coated biscuit and dipping lips in the famous cups of tea,
you can smilingly relate how during a certain execution not only
was all available space filled with excited onlookers, but even from
all windows and roofs of adjoining houses people were staring at
such a rare sight. If you narrate it without much criticism, the

society will enrich such themes with many piquant details.
Here is one who not content with his humanitarian outlook
towards his fellow beings extends it to all creation. To him
opposition and differences do not exist. All is one. His
patriotism is all-embracing as his ethics is universal. The
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beautiful literature comes out of his heart and breathes a
vivifying cosmic life. You ask him what is the difference
between the East and the West, and he replies “the best roses
of the East and West have the same fragrance.” Other
pilgrims had seen only the thorns and carried the messages
of obscure quarters. Here is one who sees the mystic purpose
in life and watches the same spirit manifesting its gaiety
everywhere. His art is life. His spirit is humanity. No
Utopian dreamer is he, for he is conscious of reality at every
moment, but his gigantic proportions combat all resistance
and steer clear his barque on the turbulent seas of ideal pre-
judices and useless discussions. He has seen the goal and he
marches fearlessly on towards it, to snatch the mystic rose
from the tree of life. A sacrifice at the altar of culture, his
nights and days pass, in the cause of the elevation of human-
ity and of the protection of the cultural monuments of ages
in the various countries.

His language is simple but insight penetrating. His

explanations of illustrative example from religious history

are distinctly mystic. Referring once to the incident of the
life of Diogenes where he told Alexander not to stand in
the way, Nicholas de Roerich said “Do not obscure the sun,
asked Diogenes, not because he desired to be a sluggard. He
asked, that light be not obscured, lest it give way to dark-
ness.” Truly as a mystic, he has great FAITH and sees in
everything the divine hand of protection.

This is Roerich, who scatters fragrance of his realisations
in myriad colours as he passes on. This is life-giving: as is
his art revealing and soothing. This is because he is a seeker
after Truth busy opening the locks of the gate of Beauty.
He sees the dawn and he delivers the message. The spirit is
exalted and one feels noble in his company. It is no surprise
therefore when they asked Ivon Narodny as he lay on his
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bed what he felt of the canvas of Roerich, he replied:

From a depressing melancholy and cynicism of life T had been
transformed by the sight of the canvases of Nicholas Roerich into
an aesthetic optimist, a believer in the mystic powers of beauty . .
The Roerich pictures had healed me from serious oppression. A
miracle had been performed in my soul, my conscious state of
mind.

Of the modes of expression of the music of the soul,

Roerich has selected a remarkable vehicle, and well deserved
is the praise which Mary Siegrist gives him:

PN

In all of the poetry of Roerich there is a fullness and expansion
of consciousness, a vibration of light and colour, a sense of pro-
phecy and augury of search, discovery and fulfilment that is as
indissolubly a part of his singing world, as it is of the colours and

PTETIm

contours of his brush.

Long may he live to serve the cause of Truth which is
so near to him! Let us join in the chorus of felicitations offered
to him on the occasion of his birthday.

The Twentieth Century Reprint




ROERICH AND INDIA

By R.C. Tandon

On Oct I0 will be celebrated by Roerich Societies in 24 countries of the
world the 50th anniversary of Prof. Nicholas de Roerich's artistic,scientific
and literary activities.This day is of special significance to India,for the
great artist and apostle of peace and culture has made his permanent home
in the Himalayas ,at Nagar,in the beautiful Kulu valley,in the Punjab,and is
engaged in directing therefrom aesthetic and cultural activities the world
over.,

Scientist,philosopher,archaé}ogist ,artist,and'explorer,Roerich has lived to
create many reputations within a life-time,As a leader of the movement for
international unity through culture his achievement has been no less impor-
tant.In his mission Roerich has won the approbation of outstanding persona-

lities like Einstein,Maeterlinck, Andreev,Gorky, Zuloaga.Itsuzo Takeuchi,anad

Rabindranath Tagore.It is a testimony to the interest aroused by his work

that he has recently been the subject of several monographs in different
languages.

There is no one today whose international reputation as an artist stands
higher than that of Roerich.His creative genius has been recorded in 4,000
masterpieces of painting, of whicn I,000 are in the Roerich museum of New
York alone,and 3,000 in the leading museums and private collections in 20
countries of the world.

INDIA's TRIBULE
India's tribute to the genius offﬁ?tist was voiced by Rabindranath
Tagore in s letter which he wrote to Roerich.'Your paintings profoundly
moved me,' he said.'They made me realize one thing which is obvious and
yet which one needs to discover for himself over and over again,it is that
Truth is infinite.Your pictures are distinet,and yet mmX are not definable
in words .Your art is jealous of its independence because it is great’,

It was in 1923 that Roerich first came out to India .It 18, however




v interesting to note that he had felt drawn towards this land ever since his

A

childhood.There was in the family of Roerich an ola painting showing majestic

mountsins which he greatly admired .Only afterwards aid he discover from a

travel book that this was the famous Finchenjunga Himalayan range.Alreaady

since 1905 meny paintings and essays by Roerich have been dedicated to India,
for instance,the vpaintings 'Deva Sari', 'Takshmi', 'Boundary of the Kingaom',
'Sri Krishna!', 'Damyanti ', 'Dreams of Indis',and the essays '‘Indian Path',
'Gayatri!, 'Silent Cities', 'Deva Sari'.He has also written a number of poems
on India.In his recent essay 'Tagore and Tolstoy! Roerich recalls that Mme
Roerich's first ties with India were Ramakrishna's and Vivekanand's books .
In Roerich's family the Bhagvad Gitzs,and Tagore's Gitanjali,have always had
s place of honour ,and have accompanied them on all journeys.

Since his coming to Indis ,Roerich has dedicated hundreds of paintings to'
the majesty of the Himalayas ,to the sacred concepts of the ancient wisdom,

snd his many essays to the various Indian magazines should be well known to

Roerich has established his permanent contact with India by the founda-
tion of the Urusvati Himalayan Research Institute at Naggar.Roerich is him-
self the president of the institute,and here he resides with his wife,
lVadame Helena Roerich,and their two sons .Dr. Georges Roerich,the Sanskrit
and Tibetan scholar,and Mr.,Svetoslav Roerich,himself aun artist of fame.

O0f the Roerich Ashram in the Himalayas Mr. N.C, Mehta has given a pen-
picture .He writes:

Naggar is a scene of great beauty where human beings still flit in an
atmosphere of simplicity and romance,where men and woman CaTIy themselves
as princes and princesses of a bygone age «...His ashram should be a place
of pilgrimage to all those who want to drink in the beauty of nature,

Roerich ardently and deeply loves India,and venerates the ancient wis-
dom and culture of this great land, and time and again has spoken of these
through his powerful writings.Writing recently to the artist Asitkumar

Haldar he sa




You know how I love Indig.Il am very proud that it has been my destiny to

glorify in many paintings the lofty sacred Himalayas ,Srikrishna,Arjuna,
Mahakala,Guru Charaka,and many, many other great ones of India .Like
messengers of Bliss they go all over the world ,where they are greeted with
love and reverence ... loving India ,and being a Russian ,I am happy that
ir the hidtory of Russian Art,the Himalayas and India shall be recorded
with love and veneration.

Indeed it is a remarkable series of paintings in which Roerich has
sought to lighten up the mighty soul of the Himalayas.No artist past or
present has painted the loraly mountains in such glorious colours and
panormic variety.,

LOFTY IDEALS

A representative group of these Himalayan paintings are to be found in
the Muncipal Museum of Allahabad and the Bharat Kala Bhavan of Benares _
institutions whiech have dedicated special halls to the works of Roerich .
The Allahabad group includes among aothers, 'The Arhat'.'Guga Chuahan',
"WMaitreya', 'She Who TLeads','Holy Shepherd', 'The Message of Shambala',anad
'Light conquers Darkness'; while the Benares group has 'Star of the Hero',
'Buddha B-—the Giver', 'Kalki Avatar', 'Bhagwan Ramakrishna',and 'Charaka'
the Ayurvedic Healer'-- titles which show Roerich's treatment of Indian
subjects .At Allahabad also is the Roerich Centre of Art and Culture,
founded in I934,which has been engaged in giving impetus to art by means
of its exhibitions and publications.

Besides paintings in the above mentioned halls,the works of Roerich are
treasured in the Bose institute of Calcutta,in the Theosophical Museum at
Adyar,in the collection of Rabindranath Tagore in Santiniketan,in Sri
Chitralayam, State Gallery mg of Travancore,in the Urusvati Himalayan
Research Institute at Naggar,and also in several private collections.They
all proclaim the lofty ideals to which Roerich has dedicated his creative

activity.




Roerich's deep sentiments towards India find expression in the following

concluding words from the chapter on India in his well-known work Altai
Himalaya:

We know thy fragrant essence ,India.We know the depths and finesse of
thy thoughts.We krow the great Aum which leads to the inexpressible heights.
India, we know thy ancient wisdom ! Thy sacred scriptures in which is out-
lined the past,the vresent ,and the future ,And we shall remember thee with
the same tremor,as the most precious first flower on the spring meadow.

On this memorable dav our sincerest greetings te the gfeat artist !
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