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TS OF NICHOLAS RCERICE'S CREATIVE LIFE,

By Svetoslav Roerich.

Though there already exists a very vast internat-
ional Bibliography dealing with the various aspects of
Prof. Roerich's oreative genius, 2 complete unifying
work is yet to be written.

It will take some years to el aQQ1 J
the enormous cultural heritage he left 1
in bthis short resume' we shall enumerate on

highlights of his life which msy be of nelg
of his work.

He was born in 1874 in St. Pebersbourg gnd his
early, as well as higher education he receiveé in that
city. As g Sbtudent he simultaneously athbended the
scademy of Art, the Historice and Philological cours
of the University of 8t. Petersbourg, the ?AsLity o|
Iaw ané the Institute of Archeology, later he went to
sbudy abrosd. This wonderful trsining was the founfat-
ion which gave him that marvellous breadth of vision
aié unferstanding to builé his beaubiful edifice of
Achievement.

His heart and thoughts belonged to all humanity,
Yo all peoples.

As an Artist he painted over 7,000 paintingss euxereles -
ng with a wice range of subgec,u from HictCV'C large
c-tlons painted in the gcademic and more reslistic
1fluenced by the lste 19th century, %o hi s laber
V rccorq ive colourful ané unigue “ﬂin+1u'
Lw"ou'q pvrpcr ﬁcnlrﬁ+vons and strivingse.
his themes from the Great Book of Llf,, The
“'Vﬁn, PLW?rQODhic Doctrines and Religions, and
ater years along with his imaginative paintings
fﬂinur( the sublime lanéscapes of the Himalayas
he loved so much anf which mafe him Known as
of the Wountains. Eis paintings ha ng in the
ng museums as well as in the most mpf? 2nt private
eries of the world, h re in India they form part of
:ﬁeue collections gnd Travancore has a scparate
ng Ce(icaue( to them, while scpqrmte halls have
et aside at Allshabad gnd Benares.
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He was an outstanding Mural Psinter and his large
murals for the Kazan Railway in ”0°F07 and the Church of
the Holy sSpirit in Talashkine, near Smolensk, qra the

3 S

betbber known among his frescoes.

Eis contributions to the stage was likewise very
important. He psinted settings for prﬁctlca_Lz all the
Operas of Wagner, and for many Qperss of Rius“y-ﬁcrsgkcv,
Boredin lMous sorgsrj as well as for Mgeterlink and others.
Eis work for the Ballet was no less significant
Panse Pol CVUSiGuue and Sacre éu Printemps have

1

c”écq1cc of the Stage.

As an Author and Scholar his published work
inelude some 27 volumes mostly dealing with ecultural
anc Vhi?noo ohie an¢ Pan-Bumen subjects.

The better known are =

1. Complete Works 1914
24 Flowers of Morya 1921
de Acdamant 1925
4, Altai Himslaya 1929
5, Paths of Blessing 1929
6 Realm of Iﬁ“ 1929
7. Tleame in the Chalice 1929
8. Heart of Asis 1929
9. Shanbhalsg 1930
10, TWiery stronghold 1933
1. Cf-es 1u, the Tubure 1936
12. Beautiful Wnity 1946
% Himslayes - The Abode o:

: Lisht 1947
14. Himavat 1947

Besides these he wrote inumerable articles for the leading
periodicals of India and abroaé. Hic Poems were publish-
ed both in Russigh, in which language they were uwritten
DJ him and obther languages. Llo ;u,lﬁeh version was in
the rendering of lary Siegrist. Several unpublished
mgnuscripts were left by him.

As gn explorer and Seientist 1 carried out extensive
Archeological research and excavations in Russis snd later
organised an expedition to Centrzl Asia which took the
bebter part of five years. ”Larulnr "rom India in 1924
he came back across Tibet in 1928. }e settled in the
Himalayas from 1928 ocmwgrds, and except for a few trips
abroad gnd in Indis, and one major CXQC(ltlou to Mongo
and China in 1935 he remained in the Himalayas.

He organized the Ethnological, Linguistic as i
» Botanieal and Zoological survey of Western H




i s

%

in which work he was msinly
the scientist, ané other vi

As g Cultural Ieader
cultural ané scientific orsgan
worlde He was the hc"f of ?“‘ I‘“CFL”‘
Encoursgement o*‘ Arts 1
fications. He T ,
*Phe World of Art™ o u(“ N l'_
-ural courses for Zouen, b291éco *,:115
in many others.

In America he founded the Kaster Institute of
United Artse. The Iunternstion Art Centre, and was
Honorary Chairmsn of the Roerich Luqbum with its branches
in Europe, Americs and the East. His belief that Peace
czn only come throL“h Culture made him propose an
Taternationgl Pact for the TTC"CUICH of Cultursl
Treasures, which Psct became known as the Roerich Pact
ané Banner of Peace. This rnct'ugc ratified by 21 coun=-
Gries and spproved by 36 countries including India.

He was honoured by many counbtries, their Coveram ents,
their legrned bolies gand organizstions. He was
Commgnder of the Russian orcers o; SL S;nn*sLaus,
St. Anng and St. Vliadimir. He was Commander I C1. of

the Yugos+pv1an order of St. Ss vv9 onﬁ the Legion of
Honour of France. He was Commznder I Ci. o“ the Roysl
Swedish Order of the Polar Star. BHe Was made g member
of several Academies and learneé bodies throughout the
world and g few of these memberships ere given here to
show the scope of his Associagtions.

1. Member of the Russizn Academy of Arbtse.
fember, Yugoslavian Academy of Science and Arbt Zagreb.
ember, Portuguese Academy, Coimbra, Portugal.
Member, Rheims Academy France.

Member, Aca 6c1y of the Internationsl Tns itute
of Science and Litersture, Bologne Italy.

Honorary Member, Committ@e' Cultursl, Buenos Aires
Arzentling.

Vice-President, Mark-Twain Society, U.S

Eonorary
Indis.

fember, Nagari Pracharini Sabhs,

Honorary lember, More' Society, Trance
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Member, R C France.

Menmber, Societe' Pre-historique, France.

Life Member, Federation of French Artists, Paris.
Member of the Salon TtAutome, Paris

Life Member of the Socielty of Antiguaries, Paris.

Honorasry Member of the Secession, Vienns, Viennsge.

Honorary President, International Union for
Roerich Pact, Bruges.

Hohorary Protector of the Hisbory Society of
Academy, Paris.

Honorary President of the French Roerich
Associgtion, Paris.

Vember=-Founcer, Ethnogrsphic Society, Psris.
BEchorary President, "Roerich Academy" - New York.

Bolorary President, Flamma Association for the
Advancement of Oult'll’v, Indisns, U.S.A.

Honorary President, Philadelphis Roerich Society,
Philadelphia, U.S.4.

Honorary Member, Society for the Protection of
Historic Monuments, New York.

Honorary President, Iatvisn Roerich Society, Riga.

Honorary Presifent, Roerich Soceieties in Lithusnia,
Yugoslsviz, China etc.

Honorary lMember, Bose Insbtitute, Calcutta.

ife Member, Royal Asigtic sSociety of Bengal, Calcutts.

Life Member, Scciety of Oriental Art, Calcutta.

Bonorary President and TDoctor of Literature,
International Budhist Institute, San Francisco, Ca2lif.

Eonorary Member of the Russisn luseum of History and
culture, Prague.

Honorary lMember, Society of Lusace, Paris.
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Honorary for the

Paris.
art soc

protector of the Amritsar

Indise.

Ren

Member, Benefactor, Association for
studies, Paris.

Eohorary Member of
Ste unul

U.b.-’l.

Honorary Menber of Braurveda Soclety,

Honorary Hen
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A FEW HIGHLIGHTS OF YNICHOLAS ROERICH'S CREATIVE LIFE

BY
SVETOSLAV = ROERICH
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Though there already exists a very vast international
‘Biblicgraphy dealing with the wvarious aspects of Prof,
Roerich's creative genius, a complete unifying work is yet
to be written,

It will take some years to classify properly all the
enormous cultural heritage he left to Posterity, and in this
short resume we shall enumerate only a few highlights of his
life which may be of help to a student of his work,

s _WAS BORW IW 1874 in 5t, Petersbourg and his early,
as well as higher education he received in that City.

AS A STUDENT he simultaneously attended the Academy of

Art, the Historic and Philological courses of the University
of St. Petersbourg, the Faculty of Law and the Institute of
Archeology, later he went to study abroad, This wonderful
training was the foundation which gave him that marvellous
breadth offvision and understanding to build his besutiful
edifice of Achievement,

His heart and thoughts belonged to all humanity, to all
peoples,

AS AY ARTIST he painted over 7,000 paintings dealing

with a wide range of subjects from Historie large compositions
painted in the academic and more realistic style influenced

by the late 19th century, to his later highly decorative
colourful and unique paintings - depicting Man's higher
aspirations and strivings., He took his themes from the Great
Book of Iife, The Quest of Man, philosophie Doectrines and

Religions, and in the later years along with his imaginative




paintings he also painted the sublime landscapes of the
Himalayas which he loved so much and which made him known
as Master of the Mountains, His paintings hand in the
leading museums as well as in the most important private
galleries of the world, here in India they form part of
many State collections and Travancore has & geparate
building dedicated to them, while separate halls have been
gset aside at Allahabad and Benares,

NTER and his large
murals for the Kezan Reilway in Moscow and the Church of
the Holy Spirit in Talasnkino, near Smolensk, are the
better known among his frescoes,

HIS COXTRIBUTIONS TO THE STAGE was likewise very

important, He painted settings for practically all the
Ooperas of Wagner, and for many Operas of Rimsky-Korsakov,
Borodin Moussorgsky as well as for Maeterlink and others,

HIS WORK FOR THL BALLET was no less significant his

Nanse Polovisienne and Sacre du Printemps have become
c¢laseics of the Stage,

AS AF AUTIHOR AND SCHOLAR his published works include

gome 27 volumes mostly dealing with cultural and Fhilo=

sophic and Pan-Human subjects,
The better known are -
1, Complete Works
2, Flowers of Morya
S Adamént snce
Altal Himalaya PR
Paths of Blessing saes
Realm of Light sese
¥Flame in the Chalice .,
Heart of Asia cons
Shambhala sann

Fiery Stronghold sees




Gates into the Future .

Beautiful Unity cene

Himalayas =

The Abode of Light seee 1947

Himavat aees 1947
Begides these he wrote innumerable articles for the leading
periodicals of India and abroad, His Poems were published
both in Ruseian, in which language they were written by
him and other languages, The English version was in the
rendering of lary Siegrist, Several umpublished manuscripts

were left by him,

AS AN EXPIORER A¥D SCIRFTIST he sarried out extensive

Areheological research and excavations is Russia and later
organised an expedition to Central Asia which took the
better part of five years, Starting from India in 1924

he came back across Tibet in 1928, He settled in the
Himalayas from 1928 onwards, and except for a few trips
abroad and in India, and one major expedition to longolia
and Chinse in 1935 he remained in the Himalayas,

HE ORGAWIZED THSE LTHROTOGIC Linguistic as well

as the Botanical and Zoological survey of Western Himalsyas,
in which work he was mainly assisted by George Roerich,
the Scientist, and other visiting scholars,

AS A CULTUR IEADER he was associated with numerous
cultural and scientific organisations throughout the world,
He was the head of the Imperial Society for the Encoursge-
ment of Arts in Russia, with its extensive ramifications,

He was First President of the famous society "The World
of Art" and Chairmsn of the first Architectural courses
for Women, besides taking a leading part in many others,

I¥ AMERICA HE FOUNDED THE MASTER INSTITUTE of

United Arts, The Internation Art Centre, and was Honorary

Chairman of the Roerich Musewn with its brancnes in




4.

Hurope, America and the hast, His belief that Peace
can only come through Culture made him propose an'

International Pact for the protection of Cultural

ITreasures, which Pact becamne known as the ROERICH PACT

A¥D BANNER OF PEACE, This Pact was ratified by 21

countries and approved by 36 countries including India,

HE WAS HOWOURED BY HAWY COUNTRIES, their Governments,

theiyr learned bodies and organizations, He was
Commander of the Russian Orders of St, Stanislaus,
St. Arma and St, Vladimir, He was Commander I Cl, of
the Yugoslavian Order of St, Savva and the Legion of
Honour of France, He was Commander I Cl, of the
Royal Swedish Order of the Polar Star, He was made a
member of several Academies and learned bodies turoughe
out the world and a few of these mauberships are given
here to show the scope of his Assocliations,

1, lember of the Russian Academy of Arts,

2, Member, Yugoslavian Academy of Science

and Art Zagreb,

Member, Portugunese Academy, Coimbra,

Portugal,

Hember, Rheims Academy France,

Member, Academy of the International
Institute of Science and Literature,
Bologne Italy,

Homorary Member, Committee' Cultural,
Buenos Aires, Argentina,

Vice-President, MarkeTwain Society, U,S,4,
Homorary Member, FNagarl Pracharini Ssbha,
Benares, India,

Honmorary Member, More Soclety, France,
Member, Red Cross, France,

Member, Societe' Pre-historique, France,




Life Menber, Federation of French Artists,
Paris,

Hember of the Salon D'Autome, Paris,

Iife lMember of the Soclety of Antiquaries,
Paris,

Honorary Member of the Secession, Vierna,
Vienna,

Honorary President, International Union
for Roerich Pact, Bruges,

Honorary Protector of the History Society
of the Academy, Paris,

Honoraxry President of the French Roerich
Association, Paris,

liember-¥ounder, Athnographic Soclety,
Paris,

Honorary President, "Roerich Academy" -

=
Yew York,

Honorary President, Flamma Association

for the Advancement of Culture, Indiana,
UesBeAs

Honorary President, Philadelphia Roerich
Socliety, Philadelphia, U,S,A,

Honorary liember, Sogiety for the Protection
of Historiec Monuments, Yew York,

Honorary President, Latvian Roerich Society,
Riga,

Honoraxry President, Roerich Societies in
Lithuania, Yugoslavia, China etec,

Honorary Member, Bose Institute, Calecutta,
Life Member, Royal Asiatic Society of
Bengal, Calcutta,.

Life lember, Society of Oriental Art,
Calecutta,




Honorary President and MNoctor of
Literature, International Budhist
Institute, San Francisco, Calif,
Honorary lMember of the Russian luseum

of History and Culture, Prague,

Homorary Member, Society of Iusace,

Paris,
Honorary Member, ILeague for the Defence
of Art, Paris,
Protector of the Amritsar Art Society,
Anritsar, India,
Member, Benefactor, Association for
International Studies, Paris,
Honorary Member of the Field Association,
Ste Ioulis, U,S5,4,
Honorary HMember of Braurveda Society, Java,
Honorary Member of the Yational Association
of Waturopaths of America, Ios Angeles,
California,
Honorary President of the Centre of Art
and Culture, Allahabad, India,
Pregident, league of Culture, U,S8,A,

40, Honorary President, American-Russian
Cultural Association, Yew York, UCA,

41, Vicee-President, American Institute of
Archeology, U,S.,A,

We hope that the few facts given above will serve as
land-mark for the Students of NWicholas Roerich's vast
field of creative activity and will guide them to the
central thread of his entire life, - the quest of the

Higher Self - the quest of Service,




A FEW HIGHLIGHTS | OF NICHOLAS ROSRICH'S CREATIVE
BY
SVETOSLAV ROERICH

Though there already exists a very vast International
Bibliography dealing with the various aspects of Prof. Roerich's
creative genius, a complete unifying work is yet to be written,

It will take some years to classify properly all the

enormous cultural heritasge he left to Posterity, and in this

silort resume we shall enumerate only a few highlignts of his

Yife whichn may be of nelp to a student of his work,

HE WAS BORN IN 1874 in St, Petersbourg and nls early, as

well as highe® education he received in that oity,

AS A STUDENT he simultaneously attended the Academy of

Art, the Historic and Philological courses of the University of
st. Petersbourg, thé Faculty of Taw and the Institute of
Archeology, later he went to study abroad, This wonderful
training was the foundation which gave him that marvellous
breadth of vision ang understanding to build his beautiful
edifice of Achievement,

His heart and thoughts belonged to all humanity, to all
peoples,

AS AN ARTIST he painted over 7,000 paintings dealing with

a wide range of subjects from Historic large compositions
painted in the academic and more realistic style influenced by
the late 19th century, to his later nighly decorative colourful
and unique paintings - depicting lfan's aigner aspirations and
strivings, He took his themes from the Great Book of Life,

The Quest of I1fan, Philosophic Doctrines and Religions, and in
the later years along with his imaginative paintings he alsa
Painted the sublime landscapes of the Himalayas which he loved
so much and winich made him known as "laster of the Mountainsg",

His paintings hang in the leading museums as well as in the most




important private galleries of the world, here in India they

form part of many State collections and Travancore has a
separate building dedicated to them, while separate halls have
been set aside at Allahabad and Benares,

HE WAS AN QUTSTANDING MURAL PAINTER and his monumental

murals for the Kazan Railway in Moscow and the Church of the
Holy Spirit in Talashkino, near Smolensk, are the better known
among his murals, He also designed marny mosaics.

HIS CONTRIBUTICNS TO THE STAGHE was likewise very important,

He painted settings for practically all the Operas of Wagner,
and for many Operas of Rimsky-Korsakov, Borodin, lioussorgsky
as well as for Maeterlink and others,

HIS WORK FOR Tif EATTRT was no less significant, his Danse

Polovtsienne and Sacre du Printemps have beeome classics of the
stage,

AS AN AUTHFOR AND SCIHOTAR his published works include some

27 volumes mostly dealing with Cultural and Philosophic and
Pan~-Human subjects,
The better known are:-
1. Complete Works
Flowers of ljorya
: Adamant
Altai Himalaya
Patiis of Blessing
Realm of 1ight
. Flame in thne Chalice
Heart of Asia
Shambhala
Fiery Stronghold ..
Gates into the Future
Beautiful Unity e
Himalayas - The abode

of 1ignt




14, Hinmavat .o . 1947
Begides tnese he wrote innumerable articles for the leading
periodicals of India and abroad, His Poems were published both
in Russian, in which language they were written by him and otaer
languages, The English translation was in the rendering of
lMary Siegrist, Several unpublished menuscripts were left by him,

AS AN BXPIORHER AND SCISHNTIST ne carried out extensive

A;cheological research and excavations in Russia and latex
organised an expedition to Central Agia whicih took the better
part of five years, Starting from India in 1924 ne ceme back
across Tibet in 1928, Fe settled in the Himalayas from 1928
onwards, and except for a few irips abroad and in India, and
one major expedition to ifongolia and China in 1935 he remained

in the Himalayas.

HE ORGANIZED THE ETHNOTOGICAL, Tinguistic as well as the

Botanical and Zoological survey of Western Himalsyes, in waich
work he was mainly assisted by his son George Roerich, himself
an Eminent Scholar, and other visiting scholars,

AS A CUITURAIL L£ADER he was dssociated witin numserous

cultural and selentific orgenisations taroughout tne.world.

He was tne head bf the Impefial Society for tne Bncouragement of
Arts in Russia, with its extensive ramificatiohs. He was First
President of the famous society "The World of Art" and Chairman
of the first Architectural courses for Women, besides taking a
leading part in many others,

IN AMERICA HE FOUNDED THE MASTER INSTITUTE of United Arts,

thé International Art Centre, and was Honorary Chairmen of the
Roerich }useum with its bfanches in Burope, America and the East,
His belief that Peace can only come through culture mede him
propose an International Pact for the protection of Cultural

Treasures, which Pact became known as the "ROSRICH PACT AND BANNER

OF PEACE", This Pact was ratified by 21 countries and approved

by 36 coumtries including India,




HE WAS FONOURED BY MANY COUNTRLZS, their Govermments, their

A UE

learned bodies and organizastions, He was Commander of the Russian
Qrders of St, Stanislaus, St, Anna and St, Viadimir, He was
Commander I Cl, of tiae Yugoslavian Qrder of St, Savva énd the
T¢gion of Honour of France, He was Commander I Cl, of the Royal
Swedish Order of the Polar Star, He Was.made a fellow and member
of several Academies and many learned bodies throughout the world,
A few of these memberships are given here to show the seope of his
Associations,

l. Fellow of the Russian Academy ¢f Arts,

2. Fellow, Yugoslavian Academy of Science and

Art Zagreb,

Fellow, Portuguese Academy, Coimbra, Portugal,.

Fellow, Riheims Acadeny France,

Jellow, Academy of thne International Insyitute
of Science and Titerature, Bologna Italy,
Honorary lMember, Committee! Cultural, Buengs
Alreg, Argentina,

Vice-President, Mark-Twain Scciety, U.S, As
Honorary lMember, Nagari Pracharini Sabha,,
Benares, India,

Honorary lfember, lfjore Scoeity, France,

Member, Red (Cross, TFrance,

liember, Societe! Pre-nistorique, Frange,

Iife ember, Federation of French Artists,
Paris,

HMember of the Salon D'Autome, Paris,

Tife lember of the soeiety of Antifuaries, Paris,
Honorary Member of tuae SGCession,FVienna.
Honorary President, International] Union for
Roerich Pact, Bruges,

Honorary Protector of the History Society

the Academy, Paris,




Honorary President of the French Roerich

Association, Parisgs,

Member-Founder, Bthnographic Society, Paris,
Honorary President, "Roerich Academy" -

New York, »

Honorary President, Flamme Association for

the Advancement of Culture, Indiana, U,S.A.
Honorary President, Philadelphia Roerich
Society, Philadelphia, U, S.A.

Honorary lieniber, Bociety for tiae Protection

of Historic Lionuments, New York,

Honorary President, Jatvian Roerich Society,
Riga,"

Hﬁnor&ry ?renident, Roericn Sooieties in
Tithuania, Yugoslavia, Cnina etc,

Honorary Ifember, Bose Institute, Calcutta,

ILife lMember, Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal,
Calecutta,

Life lfember, Seciety of Oriental Art, Calcutta,
Honorary President and Doctor of ILiterature,
International Budhist Institute, San Francisco,
Celifornia,

Honorary Member of the Russian Museum of History
and Culture, Prague,

Honorary liember, Society of ILusace, Paris, i
Honorary Meuber, reague for tihe Defence of Art,
Paris, .
Protector of the Amritsar Art Society, Anritsar;
India,

Ilember Benefactor, Association for International
Studies, Paris,.

Honorary lMember of the Wield Association,

St’ LouiS, Ul S.A.




Honorary lember of Braurveda Society, Java,
Honorary liember of the National Association
of Naturopaths of America, Ios Angeles,
California,

Honorary President of the Centre of Art and
Culture, Allahabad, India,

President, Ieague of Culture, U, S.A.
Honorary President, American-Russian Cultural
Assoclation, Hew York, i.S.A,
Vice~President, Asmerican Institute of
Arcneology, U.S,A.

and many others,

We hope that the few facts given above will serve as a

land~mark for the Students of Nicholas Roerich's vast field of
creative activity and will guide them to the central thread of
hig entire life, -~ fThe Quest of the Highner Self -~ The Quest

of Servics,
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A FEW HIGHLIGHTS OF NICHOLAS _ROERICH'S
CREATIVE LIFE

by
SVETOSLAV ROERICH

Though there already exists a very vast International
Bibliography dealing with the various aspects of Prof. Roerich's
creative genius, and new books are added to it every year,

a complete unifying work is yet to be written.

It will take some years to classify properly all the
enormous cultural heritage he left to posterity, and in this
short resume we shall enumerate only a few highlights of his
life which may be of help to a student of his work.

He was born in 1874 in St. Petersbourg and his early,
as well as higher education he received in that city.

As a student he simultaneously attended the Academy
of Art, the Historic and Philological courses of the University
of St. Petersbourg, the Faculty of Law and the Institute of
Archaeology; later he went to study abroad. This wonder ful
training was the foundation which gave him that marvellous

breadth of vision and understanding to dbuild his beautiful
edifice of achievement.

His heart and thoughts belonged to all humanity, to
all peoples.

As an artist he painted over 7,000 paintinzs dealing
with a wide range of subjects from historic large compositions
painted in the academic and more realistic style influenced
by the late 19th century, to his later highly decorative
colourful and unique paintings, depicting *an's higher
aspirations and strivings. He took his themes from the
Great Book of Life, The Quest of Man, Philosophic Doctrines
and Helizions, and in the later years along with nis ;
imaginative paintings he also painted thé(sublime landscapes
of the Himalayas which he loved so much and which made him
known as 'Master of the Mountains," His;paintings hang in
the leading museums as well as in the most important private
galleries of CUhe world. Here Ini Fndia they form pary of

many State Collections and Travancore has a separate building

dedicated to them, while separate halls hdave been set aside

at Allahabad and Benares.




He was an outstanding mural painter and his monumental
murals for the Kazan Railway in Moscow and the Church of
the Holy Spirit in Talashkino, near Suolensk, are the
better known among his murals. He also designed many

mosaics.

His contribution to the stage was likewise very
important. He painted settings for practically all
the Operas of Wagner, and for many Operas of Rimsky-
Korsakov, Borodin, Moussorgsky as well as for Maeterlink
and others.

His work for the ballet was no less significant: his
Danse Polovtsienne and Sacre du Printemps have become
classics of the stage.

As an author and scholar his published works include
some 27 volumes mostly dealing with Cultural and Philosophic
and Pan-Human subjects.

The better known are:-

1 Complete Works . 1914

2. Flowers of Morya .. 1921

3. Adamant % 11925

4L, Altai Himalaya o ; 1929

5 Paths of Blessing .. 1929

6. - Realm of Light oo 1929

T Flame in the Chalice . 1929

8. Heart of Asia i = 1929

9. Shambhala - 1939

Fiery Stronghold .. 19533

Al Gates into the Future e, 1936
12. Beautiful Unity Se | 1946

135 Himalayas - The abode
of ldght e . 1g47

Jilee . Himavat s l9)_+7

Besides these he wrote innurerable articlesbfor
the leading periodicals of India and abroad. His poeus
were published both in Russian, in which lansuage they
were written by him, and other languiges. The Znglish
translation was in the rendering of Mary Siegrist.

Several unpublished manuscripts were left by him.

As an explorer and scientist he carriesd out extensive
Archaeological research and excavations in Russia and

later organised an expedition to Central asia which took
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the better part of five years. Starting from India in 1924 he
came back across Tibet in 1928. He settled in the Himalayas
from 1928 onwards, and execeot for a few trins abroad and in
India, and one Major expedition to ¥ongolia and thina in 1939,
he remiined in the Himalayas.

He organized the Ithnological, Linguistic as well as the
Botanizal and Zoological survey of Western Himalayas, in which
work he was mainly assisted by his son f4George Roerich, himself

an eminent scholar, and other visiting scholarss,

As a cultural l=zader he was associated with numerous
cultural a2nd scientific organisations throughout the world.
He was the head of the Imperial Society for the ZIncourazement
of Arts in Russia, with its extensive ramifications. He was
First President of the famous society 'The .orld of Art" and
Chairman of the first Architectural courses for Women, tesides
taking a leading part in many others.

In Amarica he founded the iMaster Institute of United Arts,
the International Art Centre, and was Honorary Chairman of the
Roerich Museum with its branches in Zurope, America and the
East. One of his greatest contribution perhaps, towards a
better understanding between nations and people, was his
International Pact for the protection of cultural monumeats and
treasures of art as well as cultural institutions in times of
war and civil comnotions which pact becate wiown as the
"ROSRICH PACT AND BAMNER OF PZACE" and . was originally ratified
by 21 nations and aporoved by 36. The Hazue Convention had
acceonted the principles of the Pact after the Second wWorld War
when most nations adhered to its ideuals. It was his pelief
that real understanding between naticns zad deal feace can
only come through..the channels of Culture.

He was honoured by many countries, their Governments,

theilr learned bodies and organizations. He was Commander of
the Rusian Order of St. Stanislaus,: St Anna dnd St Viadiains
He was Coumander I Cl. of the Yuzoslavian Order of St. Savva
and the Lezion of Honour of France. He was Comnder I Cld of
the Royal Swedish Order of the Polar 3tar. He was made 2
fellow and member of several Academies and many l=2arned bodies
throughout the world. A few of these me=barships are given

Fellow of the Russian Acadenyi.of Arts.,
Fellow, Yugoslavian Acideuy of Sciznce aad ar
el lows Portlpuese Aeideny, Goiotry " Portu

o : : :
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Fellow, Academy of the International Institute of
Science and Literature, Bologna, Italy.

Honorary Member, Committee Cultural, Buenos Aires,
Argentina,

Vice-President, lark-Twaln Soclety, U.S.A.

Honorary Member, Nagari Pracharinil Sabha, Eenares, India.
Honorary Member, More Society, France.

Member, Red Cross, France.

Member, Societe Pre-historigue;, Frances.

Life Mermber, Federation of French Artists, Paris.

Member of the Salon D'Autome, Paris.

Life Member of the Society of Antiquaries, Paris.
Honorary Member of the Secession, Vienna.,

Honorary President, International Union for Roerich Pact,
Bruges.

Honorary Protector of the History Society of the
Academy, Paris.

Honorary President of the French Roerich Association,
Pardis. ;

Member-Founder, Ethnographic Sdéiety, Paris.
Honorary President, Roerich Academy, New York.

Honorary President, Flamma Association for the
Advancement of Culture, Indiana, U.S.A.

Honorary President, Philadelphia Roerich Society,
Dhiladeluhia UesS. A,

Honorary Member, Society for the Protection of
Historic Mcnuments, liew York.

Honorary President, Latvian Roerich Society, Riga.

Honorary President, Roerich Societies in Lithuania,
fuooslav1a China etc.

Honorary Member, Bose Institute, Calcutta,
Life Member, Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta.
Life Member, Society of COriental Art Caleuvtan

Honorary President and Doctor of Literature,

International Buddhist Ivstltutp oan hranciseo,
California.

Honorary Member of the Russian luszum of History and
Culture, Prague.

Fonorary Member, Society of Lusace, Paris.

Honorary Member, League for the Defence of ATty Paniis,
Protector of the Amritsar Art soelety, Amritsar, Tndia,

Member Benefactor, Association for International Studies,
Pd.I‘lS .

Honorary Member of the Field Associaviond St Tonis, U, S Ay
Honorary Member of Eraurveda Society, Java.

Honorary Member of the National Association of Natu*ooaths
of America, Los Augelies. California, ~——

Honorary President of the Centre of Art and Culture,
Allahabad, India.

President, League of Cudsture ; ULS . A;




4L0. Honorary President, American-Russian Cultural
Association, New York, U.S.A.

%41, Vice-President, American Institute of Archeology,
U.S.A.

1

and many others.

We hope that the few facts given above will serve
as a landmark for the students of Nicholas Roerich's vast
field of creative activity and will guide them to the
central thread of his entire 1ife - The Quest of the
Higher Self - The Quest of Service.




A FEW HIGHLIGHTS { OF NICHOLAS ROZRICH!'S CREATIVE
BY
SVETOSLAV ROERICH

Though there already exists a very vast International
Bibliography dealing with the various aspects of Prof. Roerioh's
creative genius, a complete unifying work is yet to be written,

It will take some years to classify properly all the
enormous cultural heritage he left to Posterity, and in this
siort resume we shali enumerate only a few highlights of his
Mfe which may be of help to a student of his work,

HE WAS BORN IN 1874 in St, Petersbourg and his early, as

well as higher education he received in that city,

AS A STUDEET Be simultaneously attended the Academy of

Art, the Historic and Philological courses of the University of
St. Petersbourg, thé Faculty of Taw and the Institute of
Archeology, later he went to study abroad., This wonderful
training was the foundation which gave him that marvellous
bréadth of vision and understanding to build his beautiful
edifice of Achievement,

His heart and thoughts belonged to all humanity, to all

peoplesg,

AS AN ARTIST he painted over 7,000 paintings dealing with

a wide range of subjects from Historic large compositions
painted in the academic and more realistic style influenced by
the late 19th century, to his later nighly decorative colourful
and unique paintings - depicting lan's nigner aspirations and
strivings, He took his themes from the Great Book of Tites

The Quest of Ifan, Philosophic Docétrines and Retlgions, ‘angd 4n
the later years along with his imaginative paintings ne also
painted the sublime landscapes of the Himalayas which he loved
S0 mucn and waich made him known as "laster of the Mountains",

His paintings hang in the leading museums as well as in the most




important private galleries of the world, here in India they

form part of many State collections and Travancore has a
separate building dedicated to them, while separate halls have

been set aside at Allahabad and Benares,

HE WAS AN OUTSTANDING MURAL PAINTER and his monumental
murals for the Kezan Railway in Moscow and the Church of the
Holy Spirit in Talashkino, near Smolensk, are the better known
among his murals, He also designed many mosailcs,

HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TOQ THEZ STAGE was likewise very important,

He painted settings for practically all the Operas of Wagner,
and for many QOperas of Rimsky-Korsakov, Borodin, lioussorgsky
as well as for Maeterlink and others,

HIS WORK FOR TH# FATIRT was no less significant, his Dense

Polovtsienne and Sacre du Printemps have beeome classics of the
atage,

AS AW AUTHOR AND SCHOTAR his published works include some

27 volumes mostly dealing with CQultural and Philosophic and
Pan~Human subjects,
The better known are;-
Complete Works
Flowers of lforya
: Adamant
Aitai Himalaya
Patiis of Blessing
Realm of Tignt
Flame in thne Chnalice
Heaxt of Asia
Shamblhiala
Flery @trongho;d ‘e
Gates into the Future
Beautiful Unity Rz
Himalayas - The abode

of Tignt
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.Besides these he wrote innumerable articles for the leading
periodicais of India and abroad, His Poems were published both
in Russian, in whica language they were written by him and othner
languages, Tﬁe Bnglish translation was in the rendering of
Mary Siegrist, Several unpublished menuscripts were left by him,

AS AN EXPIORER AND SCISWTIST ne carried out extensive

Arcieological research and excavations in Russia and later
organised an expedition to Central Asia whicn took the better
part of five years, Starting from India in 1924 he came back
across Tibet in 1928, He settled in the Himaglayas from 1928
onwards, and except for a few irips abroad and in India, and
one major expedition %to fongolia and China in 1935 he remained

in the Himalayas.

HE ORGANIZED THE FETHNOTLOGICAL, Iinguistic as well as the
Botanical .and Zoological survey of Western Himalayas, in Whidh
work he was mainly assisted by his son George Roerich, himself
on Eminent Scholar, and other visiting scholaXrs,

AS A CUTAURAL LAADER he was associated with AUMEToU S

eultural and seientific orgenisations throughout tne world,
b .

He was tne head of the Imperial Society for tne Encouragement of
Arts in Russia, with its extensive ramifications, He was First
President of the famous society "The World of Art" and Chairman
of the first Architectural courses for Women, besides taking a
leading part in many others,

IN AERICA HE JOQUIDED THE MASTER INSTITUTE of United Arts,

thé International Art Centre, and was Honorary Chalrman of the
Roerich Museum with its bfanchesvin Burope, America and the East,
His belief that Peace can only come through Culturé made him
propose an International Pact for the protection of Cultural

Treasures, which Pact became known as the "ROIRICH PACT AND BANNSR

OF PEACB", This Pact was ratified by 21 countries and approved

by 36 countries including India,




HE WAS EONOURED BY MANY COUNTRIZS, their Govermments, their

learned bodies and organizations, He was Commander of the Russian
orders of St., Stanislaus, St., Anna and St, Viadimir, He was
Commander I Cl, of the Yugoslavian Qrder of St, Savva and the
Iegion of Honour of France, He was Commander I Cl, of the Royal
Swedish order of the Polar Star, He Waslmade a fellow and member
of several Academies and many learned bodies throughout the world,
A few of these membersghips are given here to show the scope of his
Asspociations,
l, Fellow of the Russian Academy of Arts,
2., Fellow, Yugoslavien Academy of Science and
Art Zagreb,
Fellow, Portuguese Acadeny, Coimbra, Portugal,
Fellow, Rneims Acadeny France,
Fellow, Academy of the Inbternational Insyitute
of Science and riterature, Bologna Italy,
Honorary Member, Committee! Cultural, Buyenes
Aires, Argentina,
Vice-President, Wark-Twain Society, U. S, 2
Honorary lember, Nagari Pracharini Sabha,

Benares, India,

Honorary Nember, lfore Scoelty, France,

member, Red Cross, IFrance,

llember, Societe! Pre-nistorique, Frange,

Iife Member, Federablon of Ffench Artists,

Paris,

Member of the Salon D'Autome, Paris,

Life lember of tne Soeiety of Antifuaries, Paris,
Honorary iember of t.e 5ecession,.Vienna.
Honorary President, International Union for
Roerich Pact, Bruges,

Honorary Protector of the History Society of

tne Acadenmy, Paris,




Honorary President of the French Roerich
Association, Paris,

Member-Founder, BEthnographic Society, Paris,
Honorary President, "Roerich Academy" =

New York,

Honorary President, TFlamma Association for
the Advancemenf of Culture, Indiana, U,S.A,
Honorary President, Philadelphia Roerich
Society, Philadelphia, U, S.A.

Honorgry Ifeniber, Society for tue Protection
of Historic ¥onuments, New York,

Honorary President, Latvian Roerich Society,

Riga,"

Honorary President, Roerich Societies in

Iitnuania, Yugoslavia, China etec,

Honorary lMember, Bose Institute, Calcutta,

Life Member, Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal,
Calcutta,

Tife lember, Seciety of Oriental Art, Calcutia,
Honorary President and’Doctor of Titerature,
International Budaist Institute, San Francisco,
Celifornia,

Honorary Member of the Russian Museum of History
and Culture, Prague,

Honorary lember, Society of Iusace, Paris,
) ’ [

Honorary lMeuber, Leabue for tane Defence of Art,
Paris,

Protector of the Amritsar Art Society, Aunritsar,
India,

liember Benefactor, Association for International
Studies, Paris,

Honorary lMember of the Field Association,

Sbs Touls, U.8.4A:




Honorary liember of Braurveda Society, Java,
Honorary liember of the National Association
of Naturopaths of America, Ios Angeles,
California,
Honorary President of the Centre of Art and
Culture, Allanabad, India,
Pregident, Ieague of Gudture, U, Sod,
Honorary President, American-~-Russian Cultural
Assoclation, Iew York, 1. S. A,
Vice-President, smerican Institute of
Archeology, U.S,A.

and many others,

We hope that the few Ffacts given above will serve as a

land-mark for the Students of Nicholas Roerich's vast field of

ereative activity and will guide them o the central thread of
his entire life, -~ The Quest of the Higner Self - The Quest

of Service,

PO 0 e o D S R e e g e e




A TFEW HIGHLIGHTS OF YICHOLAS ROERICH'S CREATIVE LIFE
By Svetoslav Roerich

Though there already exists a very vast international
Bibliography dealing with the various aspects of Prof. Roerich's
creative genius, a2 complete unifying work is yet to be written,

It will take some years to classify properly all the
enormous cultural heritage he left to Posterity, and in this
short resume we shall enumerate only a few highlights of hig 1ife
which may be of help to a student of his work,

He Was Born In 1874 in St, Petersbourg and his early, as
well as higher education he received in that City,

As A Studfent he simultaneously attended the Academy of Art,
the Historic and Philological courses of the University of St,
Petersbourg, the Faculty of Iaw and the Institute of Archeology,
later he went to study abroad, This wonderful training was the
foundation which gave him that marvellous breadth of vision and
understanding to build his beautiful edifice of Achievement,

His heart and thoughts belonged to all humanity, to all
peoples,

As An Artist he painted over 7,000 paintings dealing with a
wide range of subjects from Historic large compositions painted
in the academic and more realistic style influenced by the late
I9th century, to his later highly decorative colourful and
unique paintings - depicting Man's higher aspirations and
strivings, He took his themes from the Great Book of Life, The
Quest of Man, Philosophic Doctrines and Religions, and in the
later years along with his imaginative paintings he also painted
the sublime landscapes of the Himalayas which he loved so much
and which made him known as Master of the Mountains, His
Paintings hang in the leading museums as well as in the mo st
important private galleries of the world, here in India they
form part of many State collections and Travancore has a separate
building dedicated to them, while separate halls have been set
aside at Allahabad and Benares,

He Was An Qutstanding lMural Painter and his large murals
for the Kazan Railwey in Moscow and tne Church of the Holy Spirit
in Talashkino, near S molensk, are the better known among his
frescoes,

His Contributions To The Stage was likewise very important,
He painted settings for practically all the Operas of Wagner,
and for many Operas of Rimsky-Korsakov, Borodin Moussorgsky as
well as for Maeterlink and others,

His Work For The Ballet was no less significant his Danse
Polovtsienne and Sacre du Printemps have become classics of the
Stage, :

As An Author And Scholar his published works include some
27 volumes mostly dealing with cultural and Philosophic and Pan-
Human subjects,

The better known are -

Complete Works
Flowers of Morya
Adamant

Altai Himalays

Paths of Blessing
Realm of 1ight

Flame in the Chalice
Heart of Asia

L ] *

020U N
Ld




9. Shambhala ssve 1949
I0, Fiery Stronghold ccss 19906
II, Gates into the Future cane 2906
I2, Beautiful Unity oo 21946
I3, Himalayas - The Abode of

Light 194N
14, Himavat cese 1947

Begides these he wrote innumerable articles for the leading
periodicals of India and abroad, His Poems were published
" both in Russian, in which language they were written by him
and other languages, The Bnglish version was in the rendering
of Mary Siegrist, Several unpublished manuscripts were left
by him, % - .

As An BExplorer And Scientist he carried out extensive
Archeological research and excavations in Russia and later
organised an expedition to Central Asia which took the better
part of five years, . Starting from India in I924 he came back
across Tibet in I928, He settled in the Himalayas from I928
onwards, and except for a few trips abroad and in India, and one
major expedition to Mongolia and China in 1935 he remained
in the Himalayas.

He Organized The Btunological, Linguistic as well as the
Botanical and Zoological survey of Western Himalayas, in which
work he was mainly assisted by George Roerich, the Scientist,
and other visiting scholars,

As A Cultural Teaoder he was associated with numerous
cultural and scientific organisations throughout the worid,
He was the head of the Imperial Society for the Encouragement
of Arts in Russia, with its extensive ramifications, He was
First President of the famous Society "The World of Art" and
Chairman of the first Architectural courses for Women,besides
taking a leading part in many others,

In America He Founded The Master Institute of United Arts,
The Internation Art Centre, and was Honorary Chairman of the
Roerich Museum with its branches in Europe, America and the
East, His belief that Peace can only come through Culture
made him proposeé an International Pact for the protection of
Cultural Treasures, which Pact became known as the Roerich
Pact And Banner Of Peace, This Pact was ratified by 21
countries and approved by 36 countries including India, He
Was Honoured By Many Countries, their Govermments, their learn-
ed bodies and organizations, He was Commander of the Russian
Orders of St, Stanislaus, St. Anna and St, Vladimir, He was
Commander I Cl, of the Yugoslavian Order of St, Savva and the
Legion of Honour of France, He was Commander I Cl, of the
Royal Swedish Order of the Polar Star, He was made a member
of several Academies and learned bodies throughout the world
and a few of these memberships are given here to show the scope
of his Associations,

I, Member of the Russian Academy of Arts.

. Member, Yugoslavian Academy of Science and Art Zagreb,

Member, Rheims Academy France,

2
3, Member, Portuguese Academy, Coimbra, Portugal,
4
S

. Member, Academy of the International Institute of Secience
and Literature, Bologne Italy.

6, Honorary Member, Committee' Cultural, Buenos Zires,
Argentina,




Vice-President, Mark-Twain Society, U,S,A,

Honorary Member, Wagari Pracharini Sabhg, Benares, India,
Honorary Member, More'! Society, France,

Member, Red Cross, France,

Member, Societe! Pre-historique, France,

Life Member, Federation of French Artists, Paris,

Member of the Salon N'Autome, Paris,

Life Member of the Society of Antiquaries, Paris,
Honorary Member of the Secession, Vienna, Vienna,

Honorary President, International Union for Roerich Pact,
Bruges,

Honorary Protector of the History Society of the Academy,
Paris,

Honorary President of the French Roerich Association,
Paris, :

Member-Founder, Bthnographic Society, Paris,
Honorary President, "Roerich Academy" - New York,

Honorary President, Flamma Association for the Advancement
of Culture, Indiana, U,S,A,

Honorary President, Philadelphia Roerich Society, Philadelphia,
U. S. A.

Honorary Member, Society for the Protection of Historib
Monuments, New York,

Honorary President, Latvian Roerich Society, Riga,

Honorary President, Roerich Societies in Lithuania,
Yugo slavia, China etec,

Honorary Member, Bose Institute, Calcutta..

Life Member, Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta,
Life Member, Society of Oriental Art, Calcutta,

Honorary President and Doctor of Literature, International
Budhist Institute, San Francisco, Calif,

Honorary Member of the Russian Museum of History and
Culture, Prague, :

Honmorary Member, Society of ILusace, Paris,
Honorary Member, ILeague for the Defence of Art, Paris,
Protector of the Amritsar Art Society, Amritsar, India,

Member, Benefactor, Association for International Studies,
Pari Se

Honorary Member of the Field Association, St, ILouis, U,S.A.

Honorary Member of Braurveda Soeisty, Java.




Honorary Member of the National Association of Naturopaths
of America, Ios Angeles, California,

33, Honorary President of the Cehter of Art and Culture,
Allahabad, India,

39, Pregident, League of Culture, U,S,A.

40, Honorary President, American-Russian Cultural Association,
Yew York, UCA.

41, Vice-President, American Institute of Archeology, U.S.A.

We hope that- the few facts given above will serve as land-
mark for the Students of Nicholas Roerich's vast field of
creative activity and will guide them to the central thread of
his entire life, - the quest of the Higher Self - the quest

of sService,
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