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SUDHA Kannada weekly: Centre-spread feature, 2 May 1976

NICHOLAS , ROERICH MEMORIAL
CHILDREN'S PAINTING COMPETITIONS

Interest in art and perception of beauty do not depend on age;
these will be dormant in hundreds of children, waiting to express
themselves if given an opportunity and impetus. This was effectively
demonstrated at the children's painting competitions held in Ialbagh,
Bangalore, on 22 February 1976. The competitions had been organised
by the Karnataka Chitrakala Parishat in commemoration of the birth
centenary of Professor Nicholas Roerich, painter of world renown,
champion of international peace and a great lover of India. It was
thrilling to witness over 2,250 children participating in the compe-
titions. Children of many ages between three and sixteen were busy
producing colourful visual representations of the beauty their inner
eye perceived; and it is no wonder the sight of this vast multitude of
young painters gladdened the hearts of all who had gathered. The =&XX
children themselves numbered over two thousand, and, added to the
parents and relations of children and other interested onlookers who
had thronged the lawns, it was a sea of humanity. It proved to be a
singularly memorable day fot the children, their elders, and also to
the organisers.

Kumari Anuradha Ghorpade inaugurated the competitions at a brief
session presided over by Smt. Vasundharadevi Ghorpade. Dr. Svetoslav
Roerich emphasized the need to nourish the arfistic talent in chil-
dren while they are still young and impressionable. He also gave a
brief account of the life and work of Professor Nicholas Roerich.

120 silver prize-cups donated by Dr. Svetoslav Roerich in his father's
memory, and a trophy of the value of Rs. 2,750 donated by Sri H. K.
Kejriwal, were accepted for distribution by Smt. X. S. Nagaratnamma o
behalf of the Chitrakala Parishat. In addition to 225 prizes to
children of various age-groups, six special prizes were also awarded.
The prizes were given away to the winners by Sri G. V. K. Rag, Chief
Secretary to the Government of Karnataka, at a function held at the
West End Hotel on 27 February 1976. The prize-winning paintings were
exhibited at the West End Hotel.

The introductory remarks made by Smt. Vasundharadevi Ghorpade
may be said to echo the reaction of the thousands of people who
witnessed this unique painting fair: "All the children participating
in this competition will not become artists. But they will bring a
touch of creativeness to whichever field they choose to adopt when
they grow up. Science, technology, and management require creativity
and ingenuity, no less than the arts."

s S

Text of the article is by S. R. RAMASWAMY, Sub-editor, 'Sudha’.

Photographs (eight) accompanying the feature are by B. KESAR
SINGH and CHITRAKAR STUDIO, Bangalore:

The Universe of Painting: Young painters at work
'Pastime': A prize-winning painting
"My View of a Cireus': Prize-winning painting
'A Romp through the Woods': Prize-winning painting
A young artist receiving the prize
A section of the gathering at the Award Function
Dr. Svetoslav Roerich speaking at the Award Function. (Othersg
in the photograph are: Sri Lakshman Manchigiah, Sri H. K.
Kejriwal, and Sri G. V. K. Rao)
8. A section of children at the painting competition
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