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. FNicholas Roerich ranks anong world-personalities.He is oneféne few immor-
tals of our age.Gandhi, Tagore,Romain Rolland,Corki,Lenin and Roerich are colo~
sgals, and they tower over their contemporpries like giants among & worla of
awgrfs.Like the icecapped, sky - soaring naks of the Himalayan naked in their
white grandeur, they heacon us to heavenly heights.Cod's glory is theirs, and
their's is the Lignt of wisdom.They speak to us iu a language full of iunfinite
suggestions, and it iz not their fault that we can only half see them, half
understand them,They speak intuition, paint intuition, sing intuition, act
intuition,Still tney belong to us because of their great love for us, their
noble visions for us, :

A Baintly Pepsonality

_ﬁoue who sees Roerich can help remember Toistoy.Both are so typically
Russian, yet so universal.A gimple peasant dace with great beauty and kindg
mellowness reflected on it, the snow-white beard, the protruaing nose; and &
pair of large blue eyes -(' like erystal water running deep') - wnich gives hinm
unworlaly look,Dignified, commarding, enthralling, selfpossessed, yet a dreamer
of mysterious dreame and a painter of Cosmos %wes of ideas, forme colours.Cne
wonders, One feele nis spiritual harmony and nisssege~like creative contemp~
lation.In his Himalayan surroundinge at ¥ulu, Roerien ies irresistible.

: Areheologist & Secunolar

Few know that Roerieh achieved great eminence as archeologist and se¢holar
in his country before he became a worla-figure in Art.It is theme two factors
that primarily eolour his art-forms, sna decide nis subjects.In nis subconscious
mind are stored dates and visions of the past that irrepressibly. come out on the
canvas and give it a weird touch,'The Sword of Gessal Ehan', 'Buddha the Giver'®.
'Ramayan', Kupava, Unkrada, Saint Sergius,Sister Beatrieec,Alexand Nevsky,the
lessengersesses One can go on indefinitely,. such is the panorma of his historick
vision,. ,

His Universal lLanguage

And, of all nis peers, Roerich's is a universal language which he hag crea~
ted' for nimself in order to give us his inner urge, nis creative self, nis dyna-
mie¢ personality.le is not & style.It is for lesser painters to cultivate distin-
etively and individually.like God, he creates.lLike God he lives iu his ¢reations
He uses the entire gamut of human experience - folklore,philosophy, nature, re-
ligion, epie, nistory, tne'world of the past and dreams of things to be,"The
gearching light of his interest and illumination penetrated into all cormers,
that passionate spirit for knowledge led him into invisible realms as it had
led nim turougk the expanse of the world, in tireless quests.,Hence myriads of
themes are witanin the compass of Roerich becsuse the concentric cireles of nis
interest and passion Tor knowledge have defined larger and larger spaces iuto
the stony world,." :

The language of art is the bset form of speech at our command for it comes
out of heart and goes tc neart, avd its symbols of contour, colours,forms,lights
and shade are more readily understood than what is spoken through cead zad fro-
zen words,.Stand before Roerrich's painting of Himavat and you feel what can be
gonveyed by no words .The spirits of the Himalayas communes with you, iun thnose
snow-shite anu sky-biue eolours.,You repeat Falidasa's magnifivent lines ?rom the
first of canto of Kumar Sambhava <« and remember, is riechly enthralled with the
beautsous glory of thne Himalayas ancdhis memexhizgxkhxt sonorous Sanskrit is a
veritable feust of Joy - but there is something that eludedt ne ancient poet and
e¢oula only be eaught through the art of a Roerioh,The sophisticated might discem
gombinations and influences,psychic and devotional deptns, but whe can say he is
better for it 9, Roerien's appeal is universal,.Hlis art has the simplieity of a
great Art.One might not understand all its shades of weanings and suggestions
but one cannot help feeling its great ness,Take for instance Puadha the Giver,
In its simple two colour arrangement, Roerich has crystallized an epiec of ;
devoteeé's struggle upward, and the sweet condescension of the Lord to meet him
nalfways.The 'Summit' like solida roek of maountain symbolises rather impossible
ascent , but the unknown heights hide stairs leading to the summits 'Saintly
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Guest®' is too phantastic in colours,.It is & dream - phantasy of a holy lwuoa

where souls of the immortals feed upon manna and dew,The epic battle between
the forces of light and darkness symbolising the upward march of man is Roerich'
favourit subject!The Ramayan gives a graphic representation to this fight bet-"
ween Ram the divine and Ravan the Devil.Again and sgain Roerien, returns 1o this
a~note, *ikgk 'light conguers Darkness' a Painting by Roerich in the luncipal
lahabad, is a superb symbol of this idea where a faint light struggles

of black paint and though darkness prepouderateés, the vigor of

leaves no doubt about, the result,

Greatest Intuitionist,

Intuition. plays a great part ip noerich's pictures.Lot of them are just
symbols of some paseing vision waught by a master stroke iRoerich ig called the
wizard of landseape painting, the painter of soul, the singer of teavely sympho-
nies,But whether his subject be & Himaleysn eliff or Buddha symbol, a& is kis
painting "TheAscent", he is not contented to be a palinter,lle ig the greatest
iptuitionist of our times.be it a known historie figurewor a famous peak oY a
frequented landscape , he vells it in the eolours and forms of hisg intutiou and
agsociates it with deepest meaninge DPeaks are thus carved into aWam human like~
liness, landscapes heaves with laughter and sighs, men and women are haloed in
gtrauge ethereal lights and in the process the canonical limits are swept away
giving birtn to an art of resplendent beauty and Himalayan strengih.A gonstant
gtream of uncongciousness= consgiousness envelopes all his effusion, be it
poetry or painting, and in uis epic designs andpatterns a whole worla of wvision
is re-cgreated and go-ordinated.
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Seer and Prophet

It is tris intuitive vigour thot makes him a seer and a prophet.ile lives
in a world of besuty snd peace.Through Art and Culture to thue land of eternal
beauty asmd the heaven of Spiritual peace.i This is the Roerigh's @Gospel to our
atomsplitting worla,."Art will unify all humanity®, he gayB.Says he - "Art is to
creste Feautly: through Beauty we gain vietory; turough beauly we write ang
Euemgx through beauty we pray to Cog." It is tnis prophetic vision ¢f Art anad
besuty that makes Roerich see where we fail,A spirit in constant communion with
God, ,he becores ongof thie Miervarchy itself, and endows us with gdivine vision.

G : : ‘The Eternal Youth :

Aud vision never grows old.l have heard Tagore atl seventy speaking to an
audience of youth as if ne was begining his 1life new.With ehilalike Jjoy ., he
spoke of the eternity of Art and nis foundness of young people.Roerich iu his
geventees is 81111 experimenting with colours ang technigue,llis latest works
reveal prepetual vigour and sublimity,Roerich's gallaries present to the world
an eternal Teast of youth and beauty, sublimity sud grandeur, peace and prophesy
His eolours still blaze.lis contours still live,lis is the eteinal youth for
great art, it knows ageing and the white blossons of peace never fade.

Still Small Voice of Conscience.

Tike Gandni, the wau of peace, Roerich is another still smallvoice of
congeience working for world peace against heary odds.His work fortfie preser-
vation of art-treasures and the cultural neritsge of man is known all ever the
world,Tn his message to the Washington conventions om Apritl 15, 1935, when the
twenty-one republice of the Americas, under the leadership of the United States,
gighned the Tresaty of ‘the Roerieh Pact, Roeriech wrotes Verily numanity is tired
of destructious, vandalism and negations .Positive sreativeness is the fundamen-
tal quality of the huwan spirit,In our life , everyihing that uplifts and mrnuki
ennobles the spirit must hold the dominant place.....Be assured,it is not a
txuism to speak about the undeferrable and urgent strivipgs of culture ceess
Tet these Trssourd once again the mighty prayer for peace of the entire world,

As the Red Cross affirme msy physical heallh, so may the Banner 'of Peace estab-
1ish and affirm the spiritual health of mankind,"

The Roeriech Paet and nis Bawrer of FPeace are no dreams today.Amidst the
gpirit of Vendetta and vandalism when the Armageddon of war swept over the
Globe like hell-fire, Roerigh Bamner unfurled over national treasures of art




