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ir. R. S, Sharp,

Special Agent in Charge,
Departmant of State,
New York, N. Y.

Sir:

Supplementing my report of this date regatding the ROERICH MUSEUM:

; dorssle Dbt Rspnet st o
ROERICH is reported to have left Russia in 1914. He has since sojourned
in England and the Scandinavian countries and since 1919 bas besn in
the United States.

ROERICE is said to have been invited to come nere by the Chicago Art
Institute for the purpose of showing his paintings throughout the United
States. Ee is also understood to have received similar invitations from
certain ¥useums in this country.

ROERICH complisd with thne invitations referred to and mzds a tour of the
United States for the purpose of exhibiting his works of art and ssowed them
in about 30 different museums.

1 am told that sl1 of the contributors mentioned in my previous report of
this date, are native-born American citizens except Maurice Lichtmann,

who is a nmative of Englsand and a paturalized Americzn. The informents at
the luseum also declared that the ROERICH institutions are American through-
out, being managed and supported by Americans with the exception, of courss,
of ROERICH himself.

The purpose of the expedition to Thibet is said to be solely in oxder to
collact art objects and to enable Prof.ROERICE to maks paintings of the
wonderful and unusual natural scenery and rare and beautiful architecture
which is not found in any other part of the world and of which there are
now avallable in the United States Yery few drawings or p2intings. They
want to give Americans the benefit of ths woaderful views and art works
to be found in Thibet.




LOUIS L. *ORCH
Presicent

MAURICE LICHTMANN TELEPHONE ACADEMY 3860
Vice-President

FRANCES R. GRANT s 310 RIVERSIDE DRIVE

. Execusive Direor NEW YORK N. Y.
SUBSCRIBERS TO T

YT T A AN A TITMTAT
ALERICAN PAIRTING

70 INDIA AYD
VéaAQOIouis L. Hovemnr $9500,000, -
&7 Pipe Streel NY.
Curt N. kosenthal : 150,000
: 526 South Irving Elvd.
Los Angeles,Cal.

Sidney lieviverger 1C0,000
46 West 83 Street,lN.Y.

vHa :
Edward/ﬁlaamberg 50,000
1482 Bdway.,N.7.

G

Mlias Silverstein 50,000

952 West 85 St Ni¥. s
V/;ranées R.Grant , 25,000

w10 Riverside Dr., N.Y.

Lowerd F.Clark 25,000
6 Washington Terrace,N.Y. A

P. W. Trabold X 25,000
141l Bdway., MN.Y.

John Hoyler 25,000
27 Pine Street,N.Y.




N7 S

) # g J ‘:

SPECIAL AGENT !N CHARGE April 22, 1925,
NZW YORK QiYISiON

;:':. RI 30 SbaI‘P,
pacial Agent in Charge,

S
Departzent of State,
Xew Tork, M. Y.

Sdr:

I beg to report as follows regarding the ROERICE X S5 of 310 Riverside
Drive, this report, as dirscted, to be irn the natare of a preliminary
raport:

In beginning the investigation, as the result of consultation with cer-
tain prominent artists, art galleries and public museums, it was found
that FICHOIAS ROERICH, the leader and prime factor in the ROZRICH
XUSEUM, Master Institute of United Arts, the Corona imdi Internatiomal
Art Centar and other similar institutions which ROERICH has established
in the United States, is a genuine artist and apparently devotes his
entire tims to such endsavors. He is said to be a native of Russia, a
Russisn citizen and to bave appeared and become well xnown ir the United
Statss several years ago, at which time he exhibited a number of bis
paintings and was sueeessful in making sales 10 prominent irdividuals
and art gallaries.

EvidentlyROZRICE 1s an artist of hign caliber, in view of the fact that
in every quarter whereser his pame is mentioned, be is always well and
favoratly known as an artiste.

Yot at the same time prectically nothing seems to be known anywhere re-
garding the ROERICH WUSEUM and its allied institutilonms, suca as the
Institute of United Arts &c.

In my preliminary surveys I had a very interesting talk with Dr. Wm. H.
Fox, Dirsctor of the Brooklyn Museum, who seems to have had some ac—
qualntance with ROERICH, made an inspection of the numerous paintings
on display in the ROERICH MUSEUK and later on, invited ROERICH to par-
ticipate in an exhibit of the works of Russian Artists, which Dr.Fox
beld at bis NMuseum, But for some reason, which Dr. Fox has never
become aware of, ROEZRICH failed to participate in that exhibit.

I learned from Dr. Fox that a special and unusual interest had been tak-
en in ROERICH by Mr, and Mrs. Lionel Sutro, Sutro being a very well kmovn
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Jewish banker of this city. A similar interest in ROERICE had been dis-
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s t0ld on th2 nart of the well iwmown N. Y. Jewish pnilanthropist,
som.

It also de7sloped as a -esult of thase preliminary survsys, that it is
soratimes customary for artists to =ng2ge in expeditioms to foreign lands ard
nat a7 tha way places in distant parts of the world, in ths pursuilt of
thair artisbic sndeavors, dbut such underiakings ars rather rars, and their
rarity is attributed to tns circumstance that the expanses of such an
undertaking ars so great as to be ordinarily proanibitive., & Dperson

doing such a2 thing must either be wvery wealthy or enjoy almost unlimited
finarncial backing.

As to why ROZRICH azd his associates should be manoeuvering arouxd over
in India and Thibet, my informants claimed to be umaware and unsable to
furnish a plausible and acceptable explanation.

The above mentioned Dr. Fox told me that prior to the time I had made

my inquiry, the idea of the ROERICH BXP2DITION had impressed bhim as rather
far fatched.

I made some slight inguiry through friendly Russians at New York, wio

were immediately available, conecerning the personal and political status
of ROERICH, 2lso at the same fime toucaing on his financial standirg. They
tell me that he stands very well in Russia; that he is a famous Russian
painter; is rsgarded as mnot only really talemted from an artistic stand-
point, but has prospered finamcially as a result of successfully disposing
of bis numerous works of art. It is believed that he is not active
politieally. and in Russia would te rsgardsd as having no connection with
tha Soviet regime and I got the imgression, is an outright anti-Sovist.

Several years =go ROERICE held an exhibition of his work 2t the Kingore

Art galleries of this city, and sold a number of his paintingsat that place.
Boeanse of the urgency for an early report on this matter, 1 was obliged to
suspend further inquiries through outside sources and yesterday made an
immediate call at the ROERICH MUSIZUM for the purpose of a direct inquiry and
SUrvey.

This Maseum is located on the north-east corner of 103d Street and Riverside
Drive. The building which it occupies is a very large and rather sumptuous
0l1d mansion-house. The homse is three stories high, with 2 large basement
and attic, is on a fairly large-sized plot of ground and contains about 25
rooms. I would roughly place the value of this property at at least :3500,000.

I was received at the Miseum by the Executive Director, Miss Frances R.Grant--
this in the absence of the President Mr. Horch. I had some talk with Miss
Grant and was later joined by NMrs. Horch and Louis I .Horch, the President.
These people informed me that there ere on the premises in addition to the
ROERICH LUSEUM, the Master Institute of United Arts aud the Corona Mnndi
Internatioral Art Center, 2ll of which were founded by Prof. Roerich and 211 &
whick-are intarallied institutions. They are incorporated under N.Y.State
Lxwa. The pioneer of the organization is the Imstitute of Arts, which




+ms 9atadblished in 1921. This was followed in 1923 by the Coroas iundi
Intarnational Art Canter and by the ROERICH LUSIUM in the sams year,

Phe institute of United Arts is claimed to be an Art School which gives
tuition in all of the arts smch as Husic, Painting, Sculpturs, Architecturs,
Dancing, Drama, &c, 1 am transmitting asrewith a prospectus wnica goes into
£111 iatail concarning the aims and activities of this organization, I
wo.ld invite particular attentlon to page 5, which I have rarked in red,
$hich refers to a Rabindra Nath Tagore Scholarship.

The purposes of the International Art Center are to hold Art Exhibitions
arrange Pouring and Loan Exhibitious, to buy and sell Art Treasares, to
organize Artistic and Archeological Research Expeditions, to establish
Agenchies and Branches in all foreign countries &c. I would inswite
spacial attentiom to th2 two last mamed @mIrposes. I attach hereto a
pamphlet going more into detail with respect to the objects of this or-
ganization, and havs marked p. 3, for special note. :

1 also attach hereto a pamphlet concerning the ROERICH MUSEUM, which
contains on the dack of the cover a 1ist of officers and honorary ad-
visers. I mention as of possiblg particular interest, the last page

of this pamphlet which gives a pumber of Prof. Roerich's academic affil-
iations. -

The officers of the aforementioned organization ars the same in eacn casa.
RORRICH is the Honmorary President.

Louis L. Horch, President, is a banker and foreignm exchange broksr by
occupation and a member of the firm of Horch, Rosenthal & Coe, of 27 Pine
St., New York City.

Mpurice Jichtmann is reported by the informants at the ¥yseum as a rmsician
by occupation.

The BOERICH MUSEUM I am told is conducted 'as a free public mussum and is
wtilized 2s a means of displaying the works of Prof.ROERICHE and art objects
which are gathered by the Roerich Expeditions and other organizations as
well as providing a means of exhibiting the products of the students of

the Institute of art. . ;

The Museum and the other institutions are not self-supporting, although
it is hoped to make them so. These entarprises are thersfore dependent
pr financial support upon interested partiss who are in a position to put
up the necessary funds to keep the good work going.

In responsa to an inquiry as to who are the financial supporters or contrib-
utors to ths ROERICH undertaking, I was told by informant that such 2 1list
would be quite extensive and that it vas not immediately available, but they
might be able to give me & few mames offband, which are as follows:

Louis L. Horch, Exchange broker, 27 Pine Street, New York City,




Sidney Nswterger,Fueignixcaange broker, 27 Pins Strest, New fork.
Froderick V. Trabold, Vice Pres,, Ganaranty Trust Co-, Naw Yorz City.
Maurice Lichtmann,

Alfred C. Tooson, 640 or 380 - 5th ivenus, New Yorx City, Arcaitect.
Mzt Rosenthal, a forsign axchangse dbroksy, Los =ngelss, Califormia.
Gz20e T, Johnson, banker, Paris, Francs,

The Reverend Hall, Phila, National Bank, Philadelpbia, Pa.
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The foregoing sesm to be abouit all the names that wers forthcoming for the
time being, but I have bsen promised a complets list of tha contributors and
the same is expacted momentarily.

During the talkx about tha firancial support for the ROERICH orgamizations

I was told, in rsspomse to a qusry, that the organizations own the premises
at 310 Riverside Drivs, and havs purchased the adjoining premises on 2iver-
side Drive for the rarpose of enlarging the Museum and other establishments,
in the near future. I made mention of the fact that inasmuch as thesse
activities were not self-sustainirg, a great deal of money must be re-
quired to maintain them, this, inaddition to ths necessarily large out-
lay which must have been required for thess luxurious properties.

The informants readily and seemingly enthusiastically agreed with me
regarding tnis, and made a gresat deal of the circumstance that many many
thousands of dollars havs alrsady been expended by them in connection with
the pressnt ROERICH EXPEDITION to Thivet alona, Thsy seemed to lilmto
talk biz money and proudly pointad to the fact that so far at least 200,000
has veen put into ths present ROERICH EXPEDITION and it is calculated that
at least 31,000,000 will be required to complete this Expedition and it is
their intention to actually spend at least that much on it befors the
Professor gets back to imerica.

In connection with these buge financial outlays, I casually remarked that

in connection with such large enterprises of this kind, 2 verson usually
and naturally exrgects to see prominently identifiad therewitn as & contrib-
ntor, at least some of the names of our well known millionaires and philan-
thropists, such as lMr, Rocisfeller or Mr. Otto H., Xalm or r. J.P.Morgan,

or Mr, Adolf lewisolm, or possibly the Warburg family, or at least some

very wealthy person in a position to lay out large sums of money in this
kind of work, but that I did not notice arny such names as contained in the
list of contributors which had been given as above. The informants said
that was quite true, but appérently had no explanation to offer nor did they
contend that the names WhRish have bsen mgntiored, ars of people in a position
to supply such large amounts of money.

Concerning my mention of the name of Adolf Iewisobn and the Banker Swmtro
end Soris and O%to Xahn, the Warburgs &c., the infoimants vwere aquick to

acknowledge very entbusiastically that although these gentlemer did not

eppear to be financial backsrs or contributors, they were very,very dear
and interested frisnds in ROERICH and the anmitions ard undertekings of

‘the several differsnt RCERICH exnterprises.




I wuld ewplain that the dlscussion of the interest or lack of interest
on the pert of those promirent Jewish bankers who have tesn mentioned,

/as brought 2utout in ths most adroit way possible, so 235 not to give

he imnression that we nuve any susplcion that those gentlemen ars in-
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»3stad wixain any ulteiior way, 2rd I am positive that the questions

& .0t have taan construed by the informants to have such a2 mearing.,
ggardless of the denial of the informants, it is your Agent's empbatic
oplnion that ths Jewish tankers above mentioned actually are contribu-
tors ard financial supporters of these institutious,.

During my call at the Luseum, I was peculiarly impressed by the fact
that every one whom I saw there or with whom I came in contact was
oitaer a Jew or Jewess. Tha whole orgznization seems to be thoroughly
koshersd, and I would not feel comfortable in placing much credence in
the representations of the informants. :

Based on what I have seen and heard, I carmmot believe that these enter-
prises ars solely artistic and not for financial gain, ths infommants

to the contrary. There is in my opimion, certainly a purely business
ambition on the whole bebind these undertakings, also if is clear from

an examination of the prospectus that the remifications of these soci-
etios is to te not only national but international, and it seems to be

2n outstanding circumstance that the managers are not in any way . cramped
for fumds, but have practically mnlimited money at their disposal.

I would place the present investment in the ROERICH institutions, including
real estzte, furmiture, art works, expeditionary expenses &, at acout
35,006,000 =-to say the least, yot in the preliminary list of contritutors
which has besn submittedI do not see the name of ome millioraire, although
I may bte in ignmorance of the true financial standing of the obscure names
which appear therein. I am therefore of the opinion that there are act-
nally behind these enterprises financial interests which are as- yet unknown
to us. <

1 made a personal examination .of the interior of the Museum at 310 River-
side Drive and would say that it has many aspects of a real museum; tnere
are many beautiful peintings and art objects on display thers. There is
also a display of the works of some of the more advanced students of the
Art School. I also saw in operation in other parts of the building small
classes in Sculpture and ‘lusic, but these cliaases wers very sparsely at-
tended and there is onmly a neglible amount of activity in that regard.

1 am informed that the personnel of the present Expedition of Prof.BOERICH
to Thibet consists only of himself, his wife , his son George and scme-
thing like 30 natives who serve as guides or servants.

Special Agent




