NICHOLAS ROERICH

Nicholas Roerich, one of the greatest leaders of world culture,
in whose honor the Roerich Museum in New York has been built, has
won international renown as artist, author, archaeologist, and
philosopher.

0f a family, dating on one side to the Eighth Century,to the
Vikings of the North, and on the other to the most ancient Slavic
traditiom, Roerich was born in St. Petersburg, October \10,1874.
From his earlie8t years Roerich demonstrated his passion for knowl-
edge and beauty, and his great archaeological achievements may be
traced from his boyhood excavations which laid the foundations for
his remarkable Stone Age collections and his present authority as
one of the great archaeologists of his time.

Equal genius was demonstrated in his art, both under Kuindjy in
the Academy in Russia and later under Puvis de Chevannes and Cormon
in Prance. In deference to the wishes of his father--one of Rus-
sia's greatest attorneys--he also went to the University, graduat-
ing from both with honors. Roerich's pre-eminence in the education-
al and art life of his native land was demonstrated as the Director
of the School for the Encouragement of Arts; as First President of
the Mir Isskustva; in his brilliant work with the Moscow Art Theatre
and the Diaghileff Ballet; and as leader in innumerable cultural
movements of that brilliant period.

Roerich's masterpieces are in the leading museums throughout the
world, such as the Louvre, Luxembourgh, Victoria and Albert, Nation-
al Museum in Rome,etc., and more than 1000 of his works are in the
permanent collections of the Roerich Museum in New York. There are
also Branches of the Roerich Museum, dedicated to Roerich's art, in
Benares, Allahabad, Riga, Paris, Bruges, Belgrade, Zagreb, Buenos
Alres, and other countries.

Roerich was in London in 1919 when the Chicago Art Institute in-
vited him to come to America for cxhibitions cof his works through-
out the United States, under its auspices. Shortly after his ar-
rival he also founded the Institution which now hecars his name--
The Roerich Museum~-with its twenty-four story building in New York
and comprising wide-sovread cultural endeavors in ilew York as well
as in 1ts 72 branches in 24 countries of thne world. Roerizh's last
ten years have in great part been srent in Asia, wkere he completed
his historical Central Asiatic Expedition with its vast aczcrmplish-
ments of 500 paintings of Asia, and obtained other unprccedented
sclentific materiald, as’'a rrult 6f Hhias Exprdition Roerich also
founded the Himalayan Research Institute of Rocrich iuseum in Kulu,

India, where a far-reaching program of scientific research work is
carried on. '

This veritable epic has brought Roerich to the latest aspect of
his work--that of world cultural leader. His latest creation, onc
which places him in the vanguard of cultural forces of our day, is
his plan for the Roerich Pact with Banner of Peace, for which the
third International Convention was held in 'Jashington, D.C,, in
November ,1933. This Pact, devoted to the Preservation and Protec-
tion of the world's cultural trceasures and the agreement among the
nations of the earth, of their inviolability, has already been
unanimously endorsed by King Albert of Belgium, Pope Pius, Einsteir,
Tagore, President Masaryk, Maeterlinck, the International Red Cro:s
at Geneva, and numerous cther official and cultural bodies and in-
dividuals. Three International Conventions have been held for %th-
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Foorich Pact, the first twe in tho ¢ity of Bruges, 1931, 1932, whon
Ir. Adatei, President of the Intern@tional Court at Tho Haguc, was
protector. The Third Intornational Convention for the Rocrich Pact,
was hold in Jashington, in Novombor 1933, under the Protectoratc of
The Hon. Henry A. "lallacc, Scerctary of Agriculture, when the Rocrich
Pact was unanimously rocommended for adoption by tho Governmonts of
the 'Jorld. The Soventh Pan Amorican Congress, held in Montovidco in
1933, has also recommendod it unanimously for adoption by the Amer-
jcan Governments.

Through his wide ficlds of crcation, Nicholas Roerich has thus
arrived at his great cultural lcadership, confirming thc words of
the Hon. Goorge Gordon Battlo, onc of Amcrica's outstanding statcs-
men, has writton: "Wicholas Roeorich is unqucstionably onc of tho
groatest locaders of history. Combincd with his oxtraordinary brcadth
of mind, there is a sublimo sympathy with the opinions of, and tol-
erance for the prcjudices of others. Ho has a marvelous équipmont
to bec tho loadcr of an intcrnational movemont. He has powor not only

to plan but to act. Hc can translate his droams into action,"’







Nicholas Roerich

Nicholas Roerich, one of the greatest Tigures of liodern Art,artist;
phillOSOpher,educator,archaeologist and explorer-his numerous paintings
form part of all the leading museums of the world,as well as of the most
lmportant collections.Here in India they ecan be seen in the museums of
Allahabad,Benares,liysore, Travancore etc.The muncipéal nuseum in Allahabad,
the Kéla Bhawan 1n ‘Benares and t-he Citralyan in Travancore have special
halls dedicated to them .

Nicholas ‘Roerich 18 a member of four acadamies-in Russia,France,Portugal
and Yugoslavia.As an educator Nicholas Roerich founded numerous institutions
dedicated to' culture,besides he is the author of = large nuaber of booke and
essays.The most important books being' SHAMBHALA""Heart of Asia! U"Altail
Himalayas',"Adamant","Fairy Stronghold" etc.

Nicholas Roerich is the aut-hor of the "Peace Pact for the Protection of
Cultural Treasures",adhered to by twent-y two gountries. He has played e
leading role in the Russian Ballet and theatre.Heralded as the Wagner: in
painting,his settings were acclaimed throughout the world and are well
known to all theatre enthusiasts.

His Ballet the "Sacre du Printemps",which he produced in collaboration
with Stravinsky, the famous composer,marked the turning point in new con-
ceptions.His settings include: "Sacre du Printemps',"Prince Igor",PUENTE
OVEHUNA" ;" Bnow Maiden","Tzar Saltan", "Princess Maleine" "Sigter Beatrice"
and all Wagners Operas,etc,

Over 500 essays have been written and published on his art, besides ten
large monographs.

He led two expeditions to Central Asia in 1024-1928 and 19341935,

(covering Mongolia,Tibet and China.
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